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Petty Officer 3rd Class Latego Copeland stands watch 
aboard the USS Iwo Jima on Sunday as the ship pulls 
into Aqaba, Jordan, in support of exercise Eager Lion. 


Marine general reassigned after calling sexual harassment claims ‘fake news' 


By Caitlin Doornbos 

Stars and Stripes 

A Marine brigadier general who 
served as the director of an office 
that, in part, handles sexual assault 
prevention and response was removed 
from his position after comments he 
made about sexual harassment claims 
at his command drew complaints. 



The Marine Corps announced 
Monday that Brig. Gen. Kurt Stein 
was removed as director of Marine 
and Family Programs and reassigned 
elsewhere “after an investigation into 
his remarks at an all-hands meeting 
April 6.” 

USA Today reported last week that 
Stein had told an audience of hundreds 


at Marine Corps Base Quantico, Va., 
that allegations that a male Marine 
officer at his command sexually ha¬ 
rassed two women were “fake news.” 

The unnamed officer was accused 
of showing the civilian employees 
that he was sexually aroused through 
his clothing on multiple occasions, 
according to USA Today. The claims 


have not been substantiated, but a 
new investigation into the matter was 
ordered last month. 

Stein further joked at the all-hands 
meeting about a Navy chaplain re¬ 
cently fired for being caught on tape 
having sex in public in New Orleans 
last month, the newspaper reported. 
SEE GENERAL ON PAGE 3 















Page 2 


mmumaWM 


Stars and Stripes 


Wednesday, April 18,2018 


MILITARY 


Re-enlistment 
video with puppet 
sparks outrage 



A screenshot from video shows Tennessee Air National Guard Master Sgt. Robin Brown using a dinosaur 
hand puppet while reciting the oath of re-enlistment. The officer is unidentified. 


By Tyler Hlavac 
Stars and Stripes 

The Tennessee Air National 
Guard is investigating a video that 
shows one of its members using a 
dinosaur hand puppet during a 
re-enlistment ceremony. 

The video posted Saturday to 
the Facebook group Air Force 
amn/nco/snco shows Master Sgt. 
Robin Brown and an unidentified 
officer participating in the cer¬ 
emony. Brown recites the enlist¬ 
ment oath while manipulating the 
puppet to mouth along with the 
words as she speaks them. 

The video had more than 2 mil¬ 
lion views as of early Tuesday. 

Air National Guard Director 
Lt. Gen. L. Scott Rice responded 
Monday on his official Facebook 


page, saying he was “shocked and 
dismayed” by the video. 

“Many of you have seen and 
commented to me about the re¬ 
cent Facebook post of an Air¬ 
man in our beloved Air National 
Guard, taking the re-enlistment 
oath while using a dinosaur hand 
puppet,” he wrote. “I understand 
your outrage and frustration. Fm 
equally shocked and dismayed by 
this event that mocks such a cher¬ 
ished and honorable occasion. 
The oath of office or enlistment 
not only signifies our commitment 
to our nation, but pays respect to 
our fellow service members and 
to those who came before us.” 

Rice added that Tennessee Na¬ 
tional Guard leadership is inves¬ 
tigating the footage. 


Air Force regulations cover¬ 
ing ceremonies state that “unit 
commanders will honor all re-en¬ 
listees through a dignified re-en¬ 
listment ceremony.” 

Along with blasting the inclu¬ 
sion of the puppet, commenters 


online criticized the officer ad¬ 
ministering the oath for not hav¬ 
ing it memorized and for not 
raising his right hand. 

Brown’s profile on the mili¬ 
tary’s Defense Visual Informa¬ 
tion Distribution Service shows 


she worked in public affairs. The 
Air National Guard’s 118th Wing 
website said she served in com¬ 
munity relations for the Tennes¬ 
see Joint Force Headquarters. 

hlavac.tyler(i)stripes.com 


Woman charged in parking spot melee with 2 servicemembers 


Associated Press 

MACON, Ga. — A 71-year-old white 
woman has been charged with battery after 
she and her son argued with two black fe¬ 
male servicemembers over a parking spot 
outside a restaurant. 

A Bibb County Sheriff’s report said Judy 
James Tucker told deputies it all started be¬ 
cause she’s white and it was a race issue. 

The report said Stephanie Mitchell, 34, 


told deputies that Tucker’s adult son, Rob¬ 
bie, used obscene, sexist language as he 
told her and Treasure Sharpe, 27, to “learn 
how to park” on Saturday. Then, the report 
said, the Tuckers followed the uniformed 
women inside, where Robbie Tucker called 
them “black lesbian b..” 

Others inside the Cheddar’s Scratch 
Kitchen restaurant began recording. Video 
shows Judy Tucker striking Sharpe in the 


face while trying to stop her from record¬ 
ing as well. At one point, Sharpe says, “I’m 
pregnant,” and Robbie Tucker says, “Oh 
really, by her?” 

The report said deputies reviewed cell¬ 
phone video and determined that Judy 
Tucker was the primary aggressor, and 
there’s no evidence suggesting the other 
women did anything wrong. Jail records 
show the Macon woman was arrested and 


released on $650 bond. The deputies wrote 
that they were still investigating and more 
charges could be pending. 

The NBC affiliate WM AZ said Cheddar’s 
issued a statement condemning the behav¬ 
ior of “the individuals who confronted the 
two female servicemembers,” saying it 
“flies in the face of our values and those 
individuals are no longer welcome in our 
restaurant.’ 
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2nd jury deadlocks in Navy commander’s case 


By Lyndsay Winkley 
The San Diego Union-Tribune 

SAN DIEGO — A jury an¬ 
nounced Monday that it could 
not agree on whether a Navy 
commander assaulted and tried 
to rape a junior officer in her San 
Diego home. 

Jurors voted 10-2 in favor of 
convicting John Michael Neu- 
hart II of attempted rape and 7-5 
for conviction on a charge of as¬ 
sault with intent to commit rape 
during a burglary. 

They were divided 2-10, with 
the m^ority in favor of acquit¬ 
tal, on a charge of resisting or 


delaying an officer. It was the 
second time a Superior Court 
jury has deadlocked on charges 
in the case. In December, a dif¬ 
ferent panel voted 11-1 in favor 
of finding Neuhart guilty of the 
most serious charges. The judge 
declared a mistrial. 

Neuhart, 41, is accused of forc¬ 
ing his way into the woman’s 
home, tearing off her jeans and 
trying to rape her after a night of 
heavy drinking in downtown San 
Diego on Sept. 12, 2016. 

The woman testified that Neu¬ 
hart didn’t stop his assault until 
her repeated screams drew the 


attention of a neighbor. 

When the neighbor shouted 
into the residence that he had a 
gun, Neuhart ran out a back door 
and into a canyon, where he fell 
and broke his leg. Police officers 
weren’t far behind and arrested 
Neuhart soon after. 

The Navy commander, how¬ 
ever, said the woman, who had 
been under his command in 
Guam, had given him permis¬ 
sion to come to her home and 
have sex. 

The two had repeatedly hugged 
and kissed each other earlier in 
the night, according to surveil¬ 


lance footage from a hotel they 
visited and testimony from a 
hired SUV driver who took them 
to the woman’s apartment. 

The driver also said, however, 
that the woman yelled, “Stop!” 
several times at the defendant. 

Neuhart, who has since been 
suspended from his command, 
said that when they arrived at the 
woman’s residence, she took her 
own pants off and that he never 
touched her private parts. 

He also said he believed the 
aggressive foreplay, although bi¬ 
zarre, was consensual. He said 
the woman told him earlier in 
the night that if she said “no” to 


him, she meant “yes.” 

At one point during the en¬ 
counter, Neuhart started record¬ 
ing with his cellphone, which was 
set up to face the back door of the 
woman’s house. 

In the video, the woman can 
be heard repeatedly screaming 
at Neuhart to leave and to stop 
pounding on the door. Soon after, 
she lets him in. She can then be 
heard saying, “Why would you 
want a woman who doesn’t want 
you?” 

Neuhart said he recorded the 
video in case she claimed he 
raped her. 


Report: Iraqi women accused of ISIS ties isolated, sexually abused 



Claire Thomas, Courtesy of Amnesty International/AP 


Zahra, 33, a mother of six, sits inside her tent in the Salamiya camp for internally displaced people 
where she and her family have lived for seven months. 


By Tamer El-Ghobashy 

The Washington Post 

BAGHDAD — In December, 
Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al- 
Abadi declared “complete” victory 
over Islamic State militants after 
Iraqi forces backed by American 
advisers and air power clawed 
back m^or cities occupied by the 
extremists for years. 

Al-Abadi’s proclamation ush¬ 
ered in a period of euphoria over 
the end of mqjor combat, with 
many Iraqis embracing a message 
of hope, reconciliation and recov¬ 
ery. But five months later, the ugly 
impact of ISIS’ corrosion of the 
social fabric of a divided society is 
beginning to show. 

An untold number of women and 
children are being held against 
their will in camps, accused of 
ties to the militant group without 
any semblance of due process. 
The women are being subjected 
to sexual assault by camp guards 
and staff and are being denied 
many of the basic needs for sur¬ 
vival, according to a new report by 
Amnesty International released 
Tuesday. 

The report adds to the drumbeat 
of warnings that Iraq’s govern¬ 
ment is effectively creating a pa¬ 
riah class out of some of the most 
vulnerable people in the country’s 
society and shattering any hope of 
a national heahng that would help 
eliminate the conditions that allow 
insurgencies to thrive. 

“Cast out of their communi¬ 
ties, these families have nowhere 
and no one to turn to,” said Lynn 
Maalouf, Middle East research di¬ 
rector at Amnesty International. 
“They are trapped in camps, os¬ 
tracized and denied food, water 
and other essentials. This humili¬ 
ating collective punishment risks 


laying the foundation for future vi¬ 
olence. It is no way to build the just 
and sustainable peace that Iraqis 
so desperately desire and need.” 

The report cites interviews with 
92 women in eight internally dis¬ 
placed people’s camps in Iraq’s 
Nineveh and Salahuddin prov¬ 
inces — many of whom escaped 
the intense fighting that raged for 
nine months 
during the 
battle to 
evict ISIS 
from Mosul, 
Iraq’s sec¬ 
ond-largest 
city. 

Fingered 
as either 
ISIS sym¬ 
pathizers or 
for having a 
male fam¬ 
ily mem¬ 
ber join the 
group, the 
womenhave 
languished 
with their 
children in the camps and have 
been subjected to sexual abuse and 
humihation for their perceived 
affiliation with the militants, ac¬ 
cording to the report. 

Amnesty researchers discov¬ 
ered the women are routinely de¬ 
nied food, health care and identity 
cards that would allow them to 
work or move freely around the 
country. Many have nowhere to 
turn for help, having been shunned 
by their neighbors in their home 
cities for their alleged ISIS ties. 

Some have been forced to 
trade sex for basic goods inside 
the camps, while others are at an 
extreme risk of rape, the report 
said. 


A woman identified only as 
“Dana,” 20, told Amnesty she had 
survived several rape attempts 
and was being pressured into a 
sexual relationship with a mem¬ 
ber of the Iraqi security services 
assigned to the camp where she 
hves. 

“Because they consider me 
the same as an IS (Islamic State) 
fighter, they will rape me and re¬ 
turn me back. They want to show 
everyone what they can do to me 
— to take away my honor,” she 
said. “I can’t feel comfortable in 
my tent. I just want a door to lock 
and walls around me. ... Each 
night, I say to myself, ‘Tonight is 
the night I’m going to die.’” 

Amnesty did not say how many 


women face such horrific condi¬ 
tions, but the sheer number of 
displaced people in the country 
suggests the problem may be 
widespread. According to a Janu¬ 
ary report by the International 
Organization for Migration, more 
than 2.9 million Iraqis remain dis¬ 
placed. Iraq’s Ministry of Migra¬ 
tion has put that figure closer to 
2.5 million. 

Iraq’s government has struggled 
to address accusations of wide¬ 
spread abuses by security forces 
during the fight against ISIS. The 
charges have ranged from the 
forced disappearances of fight¬ 
ing-aged Sunni men in areas once 
occupied by ISIS to summary exe¬ 
cutions of people with tenuous ties 


to the group in the battlefield. 

Thousands of people arrested 
and charged with joining ISIS, 
including foreigners, are being 
subjected to flawed trials that are 
leading to executions and life sen¬ 
tences after hearings that last less 
than 20 minutes. 

Al-Abadi, who is currently run¬ 
ning for a second term as prime 
minister, has won some praise for 
his consistent message of inclu¬ 
siveness and reconcihation, but 
his government has shown few 
signals of reining in the continued 
isolation of families who have been 
tarred with the ISIS label. 

Amnesty said Iraq’s govern¬ 
ment has not responded to its lat¬ 
est report. 


I can’t feel 
comfortable 
in my tent. 

I just want 
a door to 
lock and 
walls around 
me.^ 

“Dana” 

held in a camp for 
internally displaced 
Iraqis 


General: Neller reviewed investigation, determined he’d lost confidence in Stein’s ability to lead 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

Marine Corps spokesman Lt. 
Col. Eric Dent said complaints 
about Stein’s comments were 
phoned in to an anonymous ho¬ 
tline on April 9. A formal inves¬ 
tigation into the concerns was 
initiated, during which Stein was 
suspended. The investigation was 
completed Friday. 


Marine Corps commandant 
Gen. Robert Neller reviewed the 
investigation and “determined 
that he lost confidence in Stein’s 
ability to lead this particular or¬ 
ganization,” Dent said. 

He did not say where Stein is 
being reassigned. 

“Leaders are responsible for 
establishing an environment 


conducive to mission accomplish¬ 
ment,” Dent said. 

The Marine Corps has been 
under added scrutiny since 
March 2017, when it was revealed 
that some 30,000 people had 
joined a now-defunct Facebook 
group called Marines United, 
where active-duty and veteran 
Marines shared nude photos of 


female servicemembers and oth¬ 
ers, made derogatory comments 
about them and threatened some 
of the women. 

Two commanders were fired 
in August in connection with the 
scandal, and more than 30 Ma¬ 
rines faced reprimands ranging 
from jail and involuntary separa¬ 
tion to nonjudicial punishments 


and administrative actions. 

Last month. Pentagon officials 
launched a new investigation into 
allegations that files containing 
hundreds of lewd photographs of 
servicewomen had been shared 
online in a Dropbox folder titled 
“Hoes Hoin.’” 

doornbos.caitlindistripes.com 
Twitter: (fiCaitlinDoornbos 
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Jordan exercise to 
include drills on 
chemical incidents 

By Chad Garland 

Stars and Stripes 



Vitaliy RusAVSKiY/Courtesy of the U.S. Marine Corps 


The USS Iwo Jima and an embarked 26th Marine Expeditionary Unit 
arrive in Aqaba, Jordan, on Sunday for exercise Eager Lion 2018. 


Thousands of U.S. troops partic¬ 
ipating in the Eager Lion exercise 
in Jordan will conduct chemical 
and biological drills as part of a 
long-planned event that comes 
just after U.S. strikes destroyed 
suspected Syrian chemical weap¬ 
ons sites. 

The 11-day drills, which began 
Sunday, will test the ability of 
troops to plan and conduct coun¬ 
terterrorism operations, border 
security, cyberdefense and logis¬ 
tics support operations. 

U.S. officials said the eighth 
annual iteration of the exercise is 
not directly related to US., British 
and French missile strikes, which 
targeted Syria in response to a 
suspected chemical attack on the 
Syrian city of Douma that killed 
dozens on April 7. 

About 1,200 Marines from the 
amphibious assault ship USS 
Iwo Jima and the dock landing 
ship USS Oak Hill will be on the 
ground participating in the event, 
which also will include small unit 
attacks, live-fire drills and force- 
on-force exercises. 

Planning for the event has been 


WASHINGTON — American 
troops in Syria have seen no signs 
of threats from forces backing 
President Bashar Assad since 
US., British and French planes 
and ships launched more than 
100 missiles over the weekend at 
Syrian chemical weapons facili¬ 
ties, a U.S. military spokesman 
said Tuesday. 

U.S. forces operating in Syria 
as part of a coalition to defeat 
Islamic State in the country’s 
northern and eastern regions 
took precautionary steps to boost 
their self-defense capabilities 
ahead of and immediately follow¬ 
ing the strikes, said Army Col. 
Ryan Dillon, the Baghdad-based 
spokesman for the Operation 
Inherent Resolve coalition. As 
of Tuesday afternoon, the coali¬ 
tion had not observed any groups 
backing Assad make any aggres¬ 
sive moves in retaliation for the 
attack or issue any threats. 

“We are constantly assessing 
the environment and continually 
watching and looking at where 
forces are on the battlefield and 
where their weapons are point¬ 
ed,” Dillon told reporters at the 
Pentagon. 

American, British and French 
ships and warplanes fired 105 
missiles and struck a facility in 
Syria’s capital of Damascus and 


underway for a year, but “anytime 
that we train, it’s a demonstration 
of ... and an opportunity to hone” 
important capabilities, said Capt. 
Natalie Poggemeyer, spokes¬ 
woman with the Marine Corps’ 
26th Marine Expeditionary Unit. 
“We’re ready to respond to crises 
at any given time.” 

This year’s training event “ad¬ 
dresses our most complex chal¬ 
lenges in new and interesting 
ways,” said Air Force M^j. Gen. 
Jon Mott, U.S. Central Command’s 
director of exercises and train¬ 
ing, during a press conference in 
Amman. “Our intent, as it has al¬ 
ways been, is to constantly evolve 
scenarios to mirror the threats 
this region and the world face 
every day.” 

As part of the exercise, a mobile 
laboratory team will respond to a 
simulated chemical incident, Mott 
told reporters, according to The 
Associated Press. It’s a “threat all 
too real, as we’ve seen recently in 
Syria,” he said. 

Late Friday, American, British 
and French aircraft and warships 
launched 105 missiles at three 
Syrian facilities. The barrage de¬ 
stroyed a key chemical weapons 
research facility in Damascus and 


two others in the northern city of 
Homs where Pentagon officials 
said Assad’s regime had been 
developing, testing and storing 
illegal chemical munitions, in¬ 
cluding weaponized chlorine and 
sarin gas. 

The attack, ordered by Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump, was in re¬ 
taliation for Syria’s alleged use of 
chemical weapons April 7 in an 
attack on civilians in the town of 
Douma, outside Damascus. That 
attack left more than 40 dead and 
hundreds more suffering, accord¬ 
ing to several human rights or¬ 
ganizations that monitor Syria’s 
7-year-old civil war. 

Pentagon officials said Saturday 
that initial indications showed all 
105 missiles struck their targets, 
completely destroying the facili¬ 
ties that were chosen to cripple 
Assad’s chemical weapons pro¬ 
gram. An in-depth battle damage 
assessment completed since Sat¬ 
urday also indicated each missile 
launched struck its target, Eric 
Pahon, a Pentagon spokesman, 
said Tuesday. 

Photos provided by the Penta¬ 
gon show the facilities targeted 
were left in ruins, in some cases 
with nearby buildings appearing 
unscathed. 

It marked the second time that 
Trump had ordered a one-off at¬ 
tack on Assad’s regime following 
his forces’ alleged use of poison 
gas against civilians. The United 


two stockpiles outside Homs. 

While Jordan has supported the 
U.S.-led anti-Islamic State fight, 
the Hashemite kingdom has had 
to walk a tightrope to avoid fallout 
from the seven-year Syrian civil 
war raging on its northern border. 

Jordanian Brig. Gen. Mohom- 
mad al-Thalji said Eager Lion 
highlights his country’s relation¬ 
ship with its “strongest ally,” the 
United States. 

The exercise, which will include 
both conventional and nonconven- 
tional scenarios, “provides an op¬ 
portunity to reassure the people of 
Jordan, its uniformed services, its 
allies and international partners 
... that we are ready to protect Jor¬ 
dan from harm,” al-Thalji said, as 
quoted in a military statement. 

More than 7,000 troops will 
participate in this year’s exer¬ 
cise, including about 3,600 U.S. 
servicemembers. In addition to 
Marines and soldiers, about 1,500 
sailors embarked aboard the Iwo 
Jima amphibious ready group will 
take part. 

Officials have said scenarios 
will include a long-range bomber 
mission, maritime security opera¬ 
tions and the ground force attack 


States launched a unilateral strike 
on a Syrian airfield in April 2017 
after it said Assad’s troops had 
used sarin gas against civilians. 

The United States has about 
2,000 troops serving in Syria, 
where they primarily train and 
advise the Syrian Democratic 
Forces, a militia of primar¬ 
ily Kurdish and Arab fighters 
pledged to destroying ISIS. Some 
Pentagon officials had acknowl¬ 
edged concerns that Assad’s 
forces — or those backing him, 
including Russian and Iranian 
troops — might retaliate for the 
strikes. 

American troops and forces 
backing Assad have faced off 
in Syria previously, resulting in 
U.S. airstrikes — most recently 
in February, when dozens of pro¬ 
regime fighters, including some 
Russian mercenaries, were killed 


of a fictitious adversary. 

For the first time since 2011, a 
simulated response to a humani¬ 
tarian and refugee crisis was 
added this year, an official with 
the U.S. Agency for International 
Development said. Four USAID 
disaster experts were sent as ad¬ 
visers to Jordan’s crisis manage¬ 
ment center. 

The 26th MEU’s aircraft will 
be participating in Eager Lion, 
despite recent aviation mishaps in 
Djibouti. 

During the Alligator Dagger 
training exercises this month, in¬ 
cidents involving a CH-53E Super 
Stallion and AV-8B Harrier sus¬ 
pended flight operations in the 
region. Pilots and crews were not 
seriously injured, and flight op¬ 
erations have since resumed. 

In Eager Lion, the aircraft will 
support an embassy reinforce¬ 
ment drill and other scenarios, 
Poggemeyer said. 

“Our aviation combat element is 
playing a part in the exercise, just 
hke they would in any other exer¬ 
cise,” she said. 

garland.chad@stripes.com 
Twitter: @chadgarland 


in an American strike. Pentagon 
officials at the time said it was 
conducted in self-defense. 

In a separate incident in June 
2017, a U.S. Navy pilot flying an 
F/A-18 Super Hornet fighter jet 
shot down a Syrian Su-22 fighter 
after it dropped bombs near U.S.- 
backed SDF forces near Tabqa, in 
eastern Syria. Such incidents, Dil¬ 
lon said Tuesday, prove to Assad’s 
forces that the United States will 
protect its troops and others that 
it is supporting. 

“Our actions have spoken many 
times in the past and should ... 
stand on their own to at least in¬ 
form those elements who attempt 
to threaten us with rhetoric or 
even through reactions,” he said. 
“It will be a long day for them, 
should they do so.” 

dickstein.corey@stripes.com 
Twitter: @CDicksteinDC 


Chemical 
weapons 
inspectors 
in Douma 

By Zeina Karam 
Associated Press 

BEIRUT — International in¬ 
spectors have entered the Syrian 
town where an alleged chemical 
attack was carried out earlier 
this month, Syrian state media 
reported Tuesday, after they had 
waited for days in the capital for 
permission from Syrian and Rus¬ 
sian authorities. 

The fact-finding mission from 
the Organization for the Prohi¬ 
bition of Chemical Weapons is 
investigating reports that govern¬ 
ment forces launched an April 7 
chemical attack in the final stag¬ 
es of their fight to retake the town 
of Douma from rebels. 

The alleged gas attack, which 
Syrian activists say killed more 
than 40 people, prompted puni¬ 
tive US., British and French 
airstrikes. 

Syria and its ally, Russia, deny 
any chemical attack took place, 
and Russian officials have ac¬ 
cused Britain of staging a “fake” 
chemical attack. British Prime 
Minister Theresa May says Syria 
and Russia — whose forces now 
control the town east of Damas¬ 
cus — are trying to cover up 
evidence. 

Journalists were allowed ac¬ 
cess to the suspected attack sites 
on Monday, but the OPCW said 
Syrian and Russian authorities 
blocked the inspectors. 

The Associated Press spoke 
to survivors and witnesses who 
described being hit by gas. Sev¬ 
eral said a strange smell started 
spreading, and people screamed: 
“It’s chlorine! It’s chlorine!” 

The U.S. and France say they 
have evidence that Syrian Presi¬ 
dent Bashar Assad’s forces used 
poison gas in the attack, but they 
have not provided any evidence, 
even after Saturday’s punitive 
missile strikes. 

Douma was the last rebel-held 
town near Damascus and the tar¬ 
get of a government offensive in 
February and March that killed 
hundreds of people and displaced 
tens of thousands. 

Hours after the alleged chemi¬ 
cal attack, the rebel faction that 
controlled the town, the Army of 
Islam, relented and was evacu¬ 
ated along with thousands of 
residents. 
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No threats to US troops in Syria since strikes on facilities 

By Corey Dickstein 
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Senators roll out plan to revamp war powers 


By Claudia Grisales 
Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON—Sens. Bob Corker and 
Tim Kaine, the Republican chairman and a 
Democratic member of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee, 
filed bipartisan leg¬ 
islation late Monday 
to revamp the presi¬ 
dent’s war powers. 

The move follows 
several others on 
Capitol Hill to update 
the president’s author¬ 
ity for use of military 
force, or AUMF, pow¬ 
ers. But the legislation 
could face an uphill 
battle winning sup¬ 
port on the Senate floor. Similar attempts 
in recent months have failed. 

“There have been a number of efforts 
over the years to update these authorities, 
and while there is still work ahead, I am 



Corker 


pleased that we have reached an agree¬ 
ment on a product for the committee to 
consider,” said Corker, R-Tenn. 

Corker hopes the legislation “will ulti¬ 
mately strike an appropriate balance of 
ensuring the administration has the flex¬ 
ibility necessary to win this fight while 
strengthening the rightful and necessary 
role of Congress.” 

The legislation, which is cosponsored by 
Sens. Jeff Flake, R-Ariz.; Chris Coons, D- 
Del.; Todd Young, R-Ind.; and Bill Nelson, 
D-Fla., also strengthens congressional 
oversight and transparency and provides 
updated war powers to fight terrorist 
groups abroad, the sponsors said. 

Corker acknowledged Monday that 
as long as he has helped lead the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee, starting as 
ranking member in 2013, the committee 
has been engaged in a discussion over the 
AUMF, which provides the legal authority 
necessary to fight terrorists abroad. 

Though the move has been in the works 


for several months, the effort comes days 
after US. forces took part in an attack on a 
chemical weapons facilities in Syria. Some 
congressional members have questioned 
whether President Donald Trump had the 
legal authority to order the strike on Syria. 
The legislation also highlights the ongo¬ 
ing conversation on whether to revamp the 
president’s war powers, which many law¬ 
makers argue are outdated. 

The president’s AUMF powers were is¬ 
sued in response to the 9/11 terrorist at¬ 
tacks in 2001 and 2002 when the United 
States went to war in Afghanistan and 
Iraq. 

The proposed legislation would repeal 
those AUMFs within six months of becom¬ 
ing law. 

“For too long. Congress has given presi¬ 
dents a blank check to wage war,” said 
Kaine, D-Va., who is also a member of the 
Senate Armed Services Committee. “We’ve 
let the 9/11 and Iraq War authorizations get 
stretched to justify wars against multiple 


terrorist groups in over a dozen countries, 
from Niger to the Philippines. 

“Congress has painstakingly avoided 
this debate for years because war votes 
aren’t easy. But if we’re going to ask our 
troops to risk their lives in support of a 
mission, then we need to at least have the 
courage to show we are behind them.” 

The legislation authorizes military force 
against al-Qaida, the Taliban, Islamic 
State in Iraq and Syria and designated as¬ 
sociated forces, but no authority for action 
against any nation state. It also installs a 
congressional review process every four 
years that requires presidential input. 

While the president can immediately 
order military force against a new threat 
or in a new country, within 48 hours. Con¬ 
gress must be notified, the legislation re¬ 
quires. That will trigger a 60-day window 
in which Congress can intervene and stop 
the effort through expedited legislation. 

grisales.claudia(i)stripes.com 
Twitter: @cgrisales 


Lawmaker looks to cut spending at some DOD agencies 


By Claudia Grisales 
Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — Rep. Mac 
Thornberry, R-Texas, chairman 
of the House Armed Services 
Committee, will spearhead an 
aggressive new effort to cut 25 
percent in spending from dozens 
of Defense Department agencies 
that could result in significant job 
losses. 

Thornberry, who made the 
announcement Tuesday dur¬ 
ing a media roundtable, said his 
legislation will force the cuts 
on the so-called “4th Estate,” 
which comprises 28 Defense De¬ 
partment agencies that include 
commissaries, combat support 
agencies such as the Defense Lo¬ 
gistics Agency and field activities 
such as military media outlets, 
which includes Stars and Stripes. 

The two-year process to install 
the cuts could amount to more 
than $25 billion, but Thornber¬ 
ry could not give estimates on 
how many civilian or contractor 
jobs would be eliminated or how 
many military personnel would 
be displaced as a result of the 


reductions. 

The 4th Estate “has been large¬ 
ly left untouched by oversight and 
reform,” Thornberry said. “In the 
interests of not only saving money 
but of stream¬ 
lining deci¬ 
sion-making, 
starting to 
thin down 
this 4th Es¬ 
tate and then 
bring other 
parts of it into 
the 21st cen¬ 
tury will be 
a m^or step 
forward.” 

The 4th 
Estate de¬ 
partments 
represent about 200,000 civilian 
personnel and nearly 600,000 
contractors, Thornberry said. 

However, the 25 percent cut 
proposed by the legislation would 
not affect all the “4th Estate” 
agencies and some would be ex¬ 
cluded, Thornberry said. Agen¬ 
cies that provide intelligence 
support and the combat support 


agencies, which include the De¬ 
fense Intelligence Agency, the 
Defense Health Agency, the Na¬ 
tional Geospatial-Intelligence 
Agency and the National Securi¬ 
ty, Agency would not be affected 
by the new cuts. 

His legislation will also elimi¬ 
nate seven “4th Estate” agencies: 
the Defense Technical Informa¬ 
tion Center, the Defense Test 
Resource Management Center, 
Office of Economic Adjustment, 
the Defense Technology Secu¬ 
rity Administration, the Defense 
Human Resource Activities, the 
department’s Washington Head¬ 
quarters Service Agency and the 
Defense Information Systems 
Agency. 

Those agencies would be elimi¬ 
nated by 2020 or 2021, Thornber¬ 
ry said. 

“If I’m not making somebody 
nervous. I’m not doing anything,” 
Thornberry said of potential 
pushback to the cuts. “We’ve got 
to have a culture that is willing 
to be disruptive if we are going to 
adequately defend the nation.” 

The “4th Estate” represents 
about 20 percent of the Defense 


Department’s budget and about 
25 percent of the department’s 
workers, Thornberry said. The 
legislation will also restructure 
management for the agencies 
and install the department’s chief 
management officer, or CMO, a 
newly created position, in charge 
of the 4th Estate. 

The CMO will also make the 
calls on the cuts, with a report due 
on the actual proposal for how to 
proceed on the reductions due by 
early next year, Thornberry said. 

John Gibson, the former deputy 
chief managing officer, became 
CMO in February with an aim to 
cut spending. 

The 4th Estate is “not the Army, 
Air Force, Navy or Marines. It’s 
this other stuff that is out there,” 
Thornberry said. He expects the 
CMO “to find 25 percent savings 
over the next few years. If he 
doesn’t find it, we are going to do 
it for him.” 

With any military positions 
eliminated, those workers would 
be moved into a new job, Thorn¬ 
berry said. 

The effort comes as lawmak¬ 
ers are under increasing scrutiny 


If I’m not 
making 
somebody 
nervous, 
I’m not 
doing 
anything. ^ 

Rep. Mac 
Thornberry 

R-Texas 


US airman in Germany charged with DUI after pursuit 


By William Howard 
Stars and Stripes 

RAF MILDENHALL, England 
— An airman assigned to a unit on 
RAF Alconbury in England was 
arrested and charged following a 
highway chase on Saturday, police 
said. 

Andriu Oswaldo was detained 
after failing a roadside breath test, 
local pohce said Tuesday. The test 
showed the airman’s alcohol level 
at nearly twice the legal limit, po¬ 
hce said. 

Oswaldo led police on a pursuit 
along the A1 motorway near Saw- 
try, Cambridgeshire, resulting in 
damage to one of their BMW X5 


squad cars, the road police said on 
Twitter. 

Oswaldo was charged with 
driving while over the legal alco¬ 
hol hmit, failing to stop for police 
and using a mobile phone while 
driving. He will appear at the Pe¬ 
terborough Magistrates Court on 
May 2. 

A spokesman for the 501st Com¬ 
bat Support Wing at RAF Alcon¬ 
bury said all US. personnel must 
adhere to British laws. “If found 
guilty in UK. court, further ad¬ 
ministrative consequences may be 
considered by the airman’s com¬ 
mander,” the spokesman said. 

howard.wllliam(I)stripes.com 

Twitter: (i)Howard_Stripes 





British police stop airman Andriu Oswaldo after a pursuit resulting 
in damage to one of their BMW X5 squad cars on the A1 motorway 
near Sawtry, Cambridgeshire, on Saturday. 


over aggressive spending in the 
last year. 

Republicans, in particular, 
have faced increasing pressure to 
find cost savings after passing a 
$1.3 trillion budget that will see 
the US. deficit soar. The legisla¬ 
tion will require a proposal on 
the cuts to be introduced about 
March 2020 and for the cuts to be 
enacted by the start of 2021. 
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VETERANS _ 

Lawmakers push for VA marijuana research 


As a physician, I am keenly aware of the need to look 
for opioid alternatives to treat patients’ chronic pain. 9 

Rep. Phil Roe 

R-Tenn. 


By Nikki Wentling 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — A group of 
Republicans and Democrats in 
the House introduced a bill Tues¬ 
day that would clarify the Depart¬ 
ment of Veterans Affairs has the 
authority to study medical mari¬ 
juana and incite the agency to ini¬ 
tiate research. 

The VA Medicinal Cannabis Re¬ 
search Act stops short of mandat¬ 
ing the VA research marijuana, 
but the bill makes clear the VA can 
study it — a fact recently muddled 
by former VA Secretary David 
Shulkin. It would also require 
VA leaders to report regularly to 
Congress about their progress on 
marijuana research. 

“It clears up any confusion,” 
said Nick Etten, a former Navy 
SEAL who founded the Veterans 
Cannabis Project, which advo¬ 
cates for easier access to medical 
marijuana. “I think it has the op¬ 
portunity to accelerate research 
within the VA. It should be within 
their mandate to research any¬ 
thing that could help veterans.” 

In a joint news release, lawmak¬ 
ers cited the opioid crisis and the 
growing demand among veterans’ 
organizations that want cannabis 


available as a treatment option 
for chronic pain, post-traumatic 
stress disorder and other medical 
issues that disproportionately af¬ 
fect veterans. 

The American Legion, which 
has 2 milhon members, supports 
the bill and began advocating for 
marijuana research two years ago. 
The group commissioned a poll in 
November that purports that one 
in five veterans use marijuana to 
alleviate symptoms of a physical 
or a mental medical condition. 

The VA Medicinal Cannabis Re¬ 
search Act is being championed in 
Congress by leaders on the House 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, 
including its ranking Democrat, 
Rep. Tim Walz, of Minnesota, who 
described it as a “bipartisan step 
forward” in the national conversa¬ 
tion on medical marijuana. 

The Republican chairman of the 
committee. Rep. Phil Roe, of Ten¬ 
nessee, stated in February — for 
the first time publicly — that he 
supported marijuana research. 

“As a physician, I am keenly 
aware of the need to look for opi¬ 
oid alternatives to treat patients’ 
chronic pain,” Roe said Tuesday 
in a written statement. “Since 
serving as chairman of the House 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, 


I’ve heard from many veterans, 
both with physical and invisible 
wounds, who beheve medical can¬ 
nabis could benefit them.” 

Because marijuana is classified 
among Schedule 1 drugs, which 
are defined as having no medi¬ 
cal use, federal research is highly 
restricted. 

The first government-approved 
study of marijuana’s effects on 
veterans with PTSD began in 2017 
after the Scottsdale Research 
Institute in Phoenix worked for 
seven years to gain federal ap¬ 
provals from the U.S. Food and 
Drug Administration and Drug 
Enforcement Agency. 

The study has been beset with 
challenges. It was provided a low 
quality of marijuana from the fed¬ 
eral government, and it’s strug¬ 
gling to recruit enough veterans 
in the Phoenix area who are eli¬ 
gible to participate. Researchers 
have been blocked by the Phoenix 


VA from recruiting veterans from 
that medical center. 

Lawmakers said Tuesday that 
the VA is best-positioned to re¬ 
search medical marijuana, given 
its history of medical advance¬ 
ments, access to patients who 
struggle with PTSD and chronic 
pain and vast resources. 

“While we know cannabis can 
have life-saving effects on veter¬ 
ans suffering from chronic pain 
or PTSD, there has been a severe 
lack of research studying the full 
effect of medicinal cannabis on 
these veterans,” Walz said Tues¬ 
day in a written statement. “Sim¬ 
ply put, there is no department 
or organization better suited to 
conduct this critically important 
research than VA, and there will 
never be a better time to act.” 

Through a series of letters 
last year, Walz urged Shulkin to 
support research. In response, 
Shulkin cited bureaucratic red 


tape as a reason why the agency 
wouldn’t study the drug. 

“VA is committed to research 
and developing effective ways 
to help veterans cope with post- 
traumatic stress disorder and 
chronic pain conditions,” Shulkin 
wrote to Walz. “However, federal 
law restricts VA’s ability to con¬ 
duct research involving medical 
marijuana, or to refer veterans to 
such research projects.” 

At the time, John Hudak, dep¬ 
uty director of the Center for Ef¬ 
fective Public Management at the 
Brookings Institution, a liberal¬ 
leaning Washington think tank, 
said Shulkin’s response mischar- 
acterized federal law and was “an 
unfortunate combination of false 
information, incomplete analy¬ 
sis and incomprehensible logic.” 
Walz called Shulkin’s response 
misleading and disappointing. 

The legislation introduced 
Tuesday will help clear up any 
confusion created by Shulkin’s 
letters, Etten said. 

“At first, the VA said they 
couldn’t study it. Then they said 
it was too hard to study,” he said. 
“This provides clarity. The more 
clarity we get, the better.” 

wentling.nikki(i)stripes.com 
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Nominee for VA secretary tells senator he won’t privatize agency 



Joe GROMELSKi/Stars and Stripes 


Rear Adm. Ronny Jackson, President Donald Trump’s nominee to succeed David 
Shulkin as secretary of Veterans Affairs, talks with Senate Veterans’ Affairs Committee 
ranking member Jon Tester, D-Mont., in Tester’s Capitol Hill office on Tuesday. 


By Nikki Wentling 
Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — President Donald 
Trump’s nominee for Department of Veter¬ 
ans Affairs secretary told a leading senator 
Tuesday that he does not want to privatize 
the agency. 

Following his first meeting with Rear 
Adm. Ronny Jackson, the White House phy¬ 
sician and VA secretary nominee. Sen. Jon 
Tester, D-Mont., said Jackson’s views on 
private-sector medical care fell in line with 
the views of former VA Secretary David 
Shulkin. 

Shulkin blamed the debate over private- 
sector care for his ouster from the agency. 

“We talked extensively about that, and 
we talked extensively about why Shulkin 
got fired,” Tester said. “[Jackson] said basi¬ 
cally the same thing Shulkin said — that he 
wanted to build capacity in the VA, and he’s 
not here to privatize it.” 

Jackson hasn’t shared his views with 
Trump, Tester said. 

“He did say he had a firm commitment 
against privatization,” Tester told reporters. 
“I asked him to explain that position to the 
president and get back to me. He needs to 
talk to the president about it before we con¬ 
firm him.” 

Jackson is on Capitol Hill this week 
meeting with lawmakers for the first time 
since being named to replace Shulkin. The 
White House officially nominated Jackson 
on Monday. The Senate Veterans’ Affairs 
Committee is planning Jackson’s confirma¬ 
tion hearing for April 25. 

His meeting with Tester, the rank¬ 
ing Democrat on the committee, lasted 
about 30 minutes. Jackson wore his Navy 
uniform and was accompanied by White 
House staff. 

Tester said he hadn’t made up his mind 
on the nominee, citing concerns about his 
lack of management experience and fa¬ 
miliarity with the inner workings of the 


massive bureaucracy. 

Jackson, 50, has been working as the 
White House physician since 2006. In re¬ 
sponse to Tester’s questions about his man¬ 
agement experience, Jackson described his 
current duties leading a team of medical 
providers. Tester said. 

“By his own admission, Jackson has uti¬ 
lized the VA but certainly is not an expert 
on the VA,” Tester said. “The VA, as you 
know, is the second-biggest agency in the 
federal government. It’s a big agency, and 
it takes a special person to be able to handle 
that job, and I haven’t made up my opinion 
on Admiral Jackson yet in that regard.” 

Tester isn’t the first to express worry 


about Jackson’s management experience. 
Concerns have been raised in the past few 
weeks about Jackson’s qualifications to 
lead the VA, which has more than 350,000 
employees, utilizes a nearly $200 billion 
budget and operates a vast health care 
system that serves more than 9 million 
veterans nationwide. 

Jackson responded to those concerns 
during an interview last week with his 
hometown newspaper, the Lubbock Ad¬ 
vance-Journal in Texas. 

“You know. I’m not just an officer in the 
Navy; I’m an emergency medicine physi¬ 
cian in the mihtary. I’ve been confronted on 
a day-to-day basis with life and death deci¬ 


sions,” he told the newspaper. “I think I’ve 
got what it takes.” 

Tester said Jackson expressed confi¬ 
dence Tuesday in his own ability to lead the 
agency. 

“I think he feels he’s qualified to run the 
VA,” Tester said. 

Besides Jackson’s lack of management 
experience. Tester has concerns about who 
Jackson might allow to influence him on the 
issue of private-sector care. 

In numerous interviews after his dis¬ 
missal, Shulkin claimed White House insid¬ 
ers sought to privatize the agency’s health 
care system and viewed him as an obstacle 
to privatization. 

For more than a year, Congress, the VA, 
the White House and large veterans or¬ 
ganizations have been negotiating about 
changes to how the VA uses private-sector 
care. Many lawmakers and veterans orga¬ 
nizations agree the system needs to be fixed 
but believe an aggressive expansion of vet¬ 
erans’ health care into the private sector 
would erode VA resources and eventually 
dismantle the agency. 

“How he handles the influences that are 
out there, who he hstens to as he moves for¬ 
ward, is going to be incredibly important,” 
Tester said. 

Jackson met Monday with Sen. Johnny 
Isakson, R-Ga., the chairman of the Senate 
Veterans’ Affairs Committee. In a state¬ 
ment following the meeting, Isakson said he 
looked forward to the confirmation hearing 
and learning more about Jackson’s plans for 
the agency. 

The VA “needs a leader who is able to 
work with Congress to implement legisla¬ 
tive solutions and oversee a large and multi¬ 
faceted department,” Isakson said. 

Ahead of Jackson’s confirmation hearing, 
Democrats on the Senate Veterans’ Affairs 
Committee have been asking people to sub¬ 
mit any questions for Jackson over Twitter 
using the hashtag #PagingDrJackson. 
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MILITARY _ 

US forces train with partner 
nations during drills in Niger 



By John Vandiver 

Stars and Stripes 

U.S. Green Berets are working 
on small unit tactics with soldiers 
from partner nations during mili¬ 
tary drills in Niger, where more 
than 1,500 troops are gathered 
this week for combat training. 

Flintlock 2018, Special Opera¬ 
tions Command Africa’s largest 
military exercise, is focused on 
the fight against a wide range of 
terrorist groups operating in the 
region. 

Al-Qaida and Islamic State 
group affiliates as well as Boko 
Haram are some of the enemy 
groups operating in countries 
such as Mali, Niger and Nigeria. 

Al-Qaida is the more seri¬ 
ous long-term threat, the U.S. 
military’s special operations 
commander in Africa said in an 
interview with The Associated 
Press. 

Mgj. Gen. Marcus Hicks point¬ 
ed to last month’s deadly attack 
on the army headquarters and 
heavily guarded French Embassy 
in Burkina Faso that was claimed 
by an al-Qaida-linked group in 
neighboring Mali, according to 
the AP. 

“I believe al-Qaida has a more 
disciplined approach to develop¬ 


ing infrastructure across Africa, 
north Africa, the Sahel,” Hicks 
told the AP on Thursday. “They 
are taking a patient approach to 
gaining ground in influence over 
organizations that are already 
there and co-opting local and re¬ 
gional grievances and turning it 
to their own devices.” 

The U.S. is also monitoring the 
possibility of militants return¬ 


ing from the Middle East as ISIS 
loses ground there, Hicks said. 

The Flintlock drills come six 
months after an ambush in Niger 
that resulted in the deaths of four 
U.S. soldiers. The attack brought 
increased attention to the risks 
U.S. troops face in remote parts 
of Africa. 

The focus of the year’s Flint¬ 
lock exercise, a two-week effort 


that ends Friday, is the day-to- 
day threat faced by local units 
on the ground, according to U.S. 
military officials. 

The emphasis is not only on the 
tactical proficiency of small units 
but to establish stronger com¬ 
mand and control of joint forces 
operating in the region. 

The training involves troops 
from eight African and 12 West¬ 


ern countries. 

Special Operations Command 
is supporting the G5 Sahel Force, 
a partnership among five African 
nations hit by terrorist attacks. 
The force, which stood up last 
year, aims to have 5,000 troops 
to combat terrorist groups in the 
region. 

vandiver.iohn(I>stripes.com 
Twitter: (I)john_vandiver 


Student debt forgiveness for disabled vets to be streamlined 


By Danielle Douglas-Gabriel 
The Washington Post 

WASHINGTON — The Trump adminis¬ 
tration announced plans Monday to make 
it easier for permanently disabled military 
veterans to have their federal student debt 
wiped away. 

Anyone with a severe disability is eli¬ 
gible by law to have the government dis¬ 
charge their federal student loans, but the 
benefit has not been widely publicized. 
Working with the Department of Veterans 
Affairs, the U.S. Department of Education 
will begin identifying eligible veterans 
who will receive an application for loan 
forgiveness. Disabled veterans must sign 
and return the application to complete the 
process. 


“Our nation’s veterans have sacrificed 
much for our country. It is important that, 
in return, we do all we can to give them the 
support and care they deserve,” Education 
Secretary Betsy DeVos said in a statement 
Monday. “Simplifying the loan forgiveness 
process and proactively identifying veter¬ 
ans ... is a small but critical way we can 
show our gratitude.” 

The match program builds on an effort 
started during the Obama administration 
to help severely disabled Americans. In 
2016, the Education Department partnered 
with the Social Security Administration 
to identify borrowers receiving disability 
payments with the specific designation of 
“Medical Improvement Not Expected,” 
an indication of discharge eligibility. The 


agencies found 387,000 matches in its first 
review, of whom 179,000 were in default on 
their loans and at risk of having their So¬ 
cial Security benefits garnished. 

That process, however, failed to capture 
permanently disabled veterans who receive 
benefits through Veterans Affairs, rather 
than the Social Security Administration. 
Although the VA signed an agreement in 
November 2016 that would have extended 
the match program to veterans. Education 
Department spokeswoman Liz Hill said 
the information was never exchanged. 

Monday’s action seeks to rectify the 
oversight, much to the delight of veterans 
groups. 

“The Education Department and VA 
are to be commended for collaborating to 


make this happen,” said Carrie Wofford, 
president of Veterans Education Success, 
a nonprofit watchdog and advocacy group. 
“Interagency data-sharing can solve so 
many problems, but the agencies have gen¬ 
erally been reluctant to break out of their 
silos. This is a terrific first step for dis¬ 
abled veterans.” 

Wofford said she hopes the collabora¬ 
tion between the agencies will soon result 
in automatic loan discharges for severely 
disabled people, eliminating the need for 
borrowers to apply for a benefit they are 
due under the law. 

Advocacy groups have long called on the 
federal government to automate disabil¬ 
ity discharges, but policymakers said they 
were hamstrung by tax law. 
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Jae C. Hong/AP 

Mari Mitchel moves drawers covered in mud in her bedroom in Montecito, Calif. 



Erin DoHERTv/via AP 

Erin Doherty found these blue diamond 
earrings after the January mudslides in 
Montecito, and returned them to the 
deceased owner’s daughter. 

Months later, 
Calif, mudslide 
survivors find 
treasured items 

By Amanda Lee Myers 
Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — When a torrent of 
mud crashed through Mari Mitchel’s bed¬ 
room in Southern California three months 
ago, it carried away everything from mas¬ 
sive pieces of antique family furniture to a 
tiny pouch that held her wedding and en¬ 
gagement rings and a beloved pendant. 

As the days turned into weeks and the 
weeks into months, Mitchel had nearly lost 
all hope she would ever see her most trea¬ 
sured jewelry again. 

But on April 3, Mitchel got what she calls 
her “tiny miracle.” The pouch filled with 
her jewelry was plucked from a 6-foot pile 
of mud down the street from her house. 

“My knees were shaking, and I was oh- 
my-goshing and jumping up and down,” 
Mitchel, 65, said. “I cried tears of joy, dis¬ 
belief and thorough happiness.” 

Months after the Jan. 9 mudslides killed 
at least 21 people and nearly wiped the 
small community of Montecito off the map, 
those who survived are still looking for 
and finding their belongings in the deep 
and hardened sludge. They lost loved ones, 
neighbors and houses in the catastrophe, 
which still looks like it happened yester¬ 
day. Two children remain missing. 

Through the shock and the misery, a 
Facebook page called Montecito Disaster 


Associated Press 

NORRISTOWN, Pa. — Prosecutors in 
Bill Cosby’s sexual assault retrial can read 
the comedian’s prior testimony about giv¬ 
ing quaaludes to women before sex to the 
jury, the judge in the case ruled Tuesday. 

Judge Steven O’Neill ruled Tuesday that 
prosecutors can read the testimony into 
the record at Cosby’s retrial on charges he 
drugged and molested Andrea Constand 
at his suburban Philadelphia mansion in 
2004. The testimony was also included at 
his first trial that ended with a hung jury 
last year. 

Cosby testified at a deposition related to 
Constand’s lawsuit against him that he had 
gotten quaaludes from his doctor in Los 
Angeles in the 1970s. He said he was given 
seven prescriptions for the now-banned 
sedative, ostensibly for a sore back. 

Cosby said he never took the drug, in¬ 
stead giving it to women he wanted to have 
sex with. 

“Quaaludes happen to be the drug that 
kids, young people were using to party 
with and there were times when I wanted 
to have them just in case,” Cosby testified. 

Cosby’s lawyers argued the testimony is 
irrelevant to his retrial because there’s no 
evidence he gave Constand the drug. 

Prosecutors are building to the con¬ 
clusion of their case against Cosby with 


Lost & Found has become a ray of hope 
for many, a tiny bit of good amid a whole 
lot of heartache. Started a couple of days 
after the tragedy, the page has connected 
hundreds of lost items with their owners 
— everything from old family photos and 
wedding veils to a 400-pound hippo statue. 

Santa Barbara resident Amanda Hock- 
ham, 55, found the massive hippo statue in 
February while volunteering with a group 
called the Bucket Brigade, which helps 
clear mud from people’s homes. 

The hippo was missing one leg, lying on 
its side and caked in mud. 

Hockham immediately took to the Face- 
book page: “Anyone missing a hippo?” she 
posted. 

Soon enough, Hockham connected with 
the owner, who had been desperate to find 
the statue. It had sentimental value be¬ 
cause it was a gift to her late husband. 

Using heavy equipment and a hoist, vol¬ 
unteers rescued the hippo, cleaned it with 
a power washer, and fitted it with a stump 
as a prosthetic leg — nearly completely re¬ 
storing the statue to its former glory. 

Erin Doherty, who lives near Monte¬ 
cito in Santa Barbara, said she began the 
Facebook page after finding blue diamond 
earrings inside a pouch in a massive pile 


investigators and a pharmaceutical ex¬ 
pert expected to take the stand beginning 
Tuesday in the comedian’s sexual assault 
retrial. 

The prosecution on Monday delivered a 
searing one-two punch as Constand reject¬ 
ed defense allegations that she concocted 
her story to score a big payday, and her 
mother testified that Cosby apologized and 
called himself a “sick man.” 

Andrea and Gianna Constand’s testimo¬ 
ny followed that of five additional accusers 
who told jurors that Cosby had drugged 
and assaulted them two decades earlier. 

As Cosby arrived at the suburban Phila¬ 
delphia courthouse Tuesday, spokeswom¬ 
an Ebonee Benson told reporters that their 
testimony “seemed to be more colorful and 
more embellished” than at the first trial. 
She said that Andrea Constand helped de¬ 
vise a plan to make money off Cosby and 
her mother helped her execute it. 

Benson’s statement came a day after An¬ 
drea Constand withstood a defense cross- 
examination that sought to expose her as 
a con artist who set Cosby up, leaving the 
witness stand at his retrial without budg¬ 
ing from her allegation that he drugged 
and molested her at his suburban Philadel¬ 
phia home in 2004. 

“Did you ever fabricate a scheme to 
falsely accuse him for money?” Cosby law- 


of debris while she was walking on the 
beach. She put a photo of the earrings on 
Facebook in a post that was shared more 
than 10,000 times. It turned out the ear¬ 
rings belonged to a woman who died in the 
disaster with her husband after their home 
was swept away. 

Doherty returned the earrings to the 
woman’s tearful and grateful daughter and 
realized it was just the beginning. 

“I thought, ‘This is going to become a big 
problem,”’ said Doherty. 

Mitchel, the woman who recently recov¬ 
ered her jewelry, barely escaped the disas¬ 
ter with her own life. She and her husband 
were standing in their bedroom in the mid¬ 
dle of the night when it hit. They had been 
awoken by a loud boom and the noise of the 
impending mudslide. 

When it hit their bedroom, Mitchel said 
she and her husband were completely sub¬ 
merged before being slammed into sepa¬ 
rate corners of the room as mud roared 
through their French doors, through their 
house and downhill. 

She said they’re grateful to be alive and 
for everything they have left. 

“That mud ate things,” Mitchel said. 
“The mountain came down on us, so it’s a 
miracle that anything can be found.” 


yer Tom Mesereau asked her. 

“No, sir,” Constand replied. 

Constand, a former Temple University 
women’s basketball administrator, was 
mostly calm and composed in more than 
seven hours of testimony over two days. 

Her mother followed her on the witness 
stand on Monday and was more feisty, 
often clashing with prosecutors and bris¬ 
tling when they asked her if she benefited 
from Andrea Constand’s $3.4 million civil 
settlement with Cosby. 

“She didn’t buy ME a house,” Gianna 
Constand snapped. “This isn’t about 
money.” 

The mother testified about a phone 
conversation she said she had with Cosby 
about a year after the alleged assault on 
her daughter in which he described in 
graphic detail their sexual encounter and 
then apologized. She told jurors that Cosby 
said he “felt like a dirty old perverted man” 
and, at the end of the call, conceded he was 
a “sick man.” Her testimony prompted 
Cosby, sitting with his lawyers at the de¬ 
fense table, to open his eyes wide. 

Andrea Constand told jurors last week 
that Cosby knocked her out with pills and 
then sexually assaulted her. Cosby, now 80, 
says Constand consented to a sexual en¬ 
counter. His first trial ended with a hung 
jury. 


Greitens 
could face 
new count 

Associated Press 

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. — Missouri 
Gov. Eric Greitens, already fighting for his 
political life and facing a felony charge re¬ 
lated to an extramarital affair, could soon 
face another felony count after fellow Re¬ 
publican Attorney General Josh Hawley 
cited evidence Tuesday that Greitens’ use 
of a charity donor list broke the law. 

Hawley, speaking at a news conference, 
said it will be up to the St. Louis prosecutor 
to decide whether to charge Greitens with 
a crime. He said his office has shared its 
information with St. Louis Circuit Attorney 
Kim Gardner, and with a special House in¬ 
vestigatory committee that is investigating 
the governor. 

Hawley’s announcement led leader of 
the Missouri House Democrats to renew 
her call for Greitens to step down or be im¬ 
peached. House Minority Leader Gail Mc¬ 
Cann Beatty on Tuesday said if he doesn’t 
step down, she says the House should im¬ 
mediately act to remove him. 

Greitens, a former Navy SEAL, says 
allegations that he potentially broke the 
law by using a donor list from a charity 
he founded are “ridiculous.” He said in a 
Tuesday statement that he’ll get rid of what 
he described as “false allegations.” 

Greitens said Hawley, who is running for 
US. Senate, is “better at press conferences 
than the law” and called Gardner a liberal 
prosecutor. 

The Associated Press first reported in 
October 2016 that Greitens’ campaign had 
obtained a list of top donors to The Mission 
Continues. The AP found that Greitens’ 
campaign had raised nearly $2 million 
from donors who previously gave signifi¬ 
cant amounts to The Mission Continues. 
Hawley says his office found evidence that 
Greitens transmitted that list without per¬ 
mission, which he said could amount to 
felony computer tampering. 

Greitens already faces a felony invasion- 
of-privacy charge for allegedly taking and 
transmitting a nonconsensual photo of a 
partially nude woman with whom Greitens 
said he had an affair in 2015, before he 
was elected. Also, the House investigatory 
committee is weighing whether to pursue 
impeachment proceedings against him. 


Aides: McCain OK after surgery 

Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., who has been 
home battling brain cancer, underwent 
surgery because of an intestinal infection, 
his office announced Monday evening. 

McCain, 81, is in “stable condition,” the 
statement said, after the surgery at Phoe¬ 
nix’s Mayo Clinic. The infection was re¬ 
lated to diverticulitis, which is caused by 
pouches forming in the wall of the colon. 

Doctors at the Mayo Clinic diagnosed 
McCain in July with glioblastoma, an ag¬ 
gressive form of brain cancer. 

McCain returned to Congress and main¬ 
tained a relatively regular congressional 
schedule through the fall as he underwent 
chemotherapy and radiation treatments. 
By December, however, his body had be¬ 
come weak, and he returned to Arizona to 
continue his treatments and go to physical 
rehabilitation to try to regain his strength. 
From wire reports 


Judge rules jury can hear Cosby quaaludes testimony 













Wednesday, April 18,2018 


Stars and Stripes 




Page 9 


NATION 



Elizabeth Williams/AP 

President Donald Trump’s personal attorney, Michael Cohen, seated second from right at the table, is 
flanked by his own attorneys — Todd Harrison, right, and Stephen Ryan — as they and porn star Stormy 
Daniels, in audience visible between Cohen and Harrison, listen to Assistant U.S. Attorney Tom McKay, 
standing left, in court Monday in New York. 


Trump, Fox News’ Hannity share 
world view and lawyer Cohen, too 


By David Bauder 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Sean Hannity 
shares a world view with Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump, and on Mon¬ 
day it was revealed, with some 
reluctance, that he shares a law¬ 
yer, too. 

The Fox News Channel prime¬ 
time host is Trump’s most vocal 
defender on television, and a week 
ago he was on the air criticizing 
the FBI raid on the president’s 
personal attorney, Michael Cohen, 
as evidence that special counsel 
Robert Mueller’s “witch hunt” 
against the president has become 
a runaway train. 

After it was revealed in a court 
hearing Monday that Cohen rep¬ 
resented Hannity, Fox News did 
not say whether it knew that ahead 
of time or whether Hannity had 
any ethical obligation to reveal 
that relationship to viewers. Net¬ 
work representatives instead re¬ 
ferred reporters to Hannity’s own 
statements. 

A threat to Hannity is a threat 
to Fox. His show is the most- 
watched program on the network, 
and he runs neck-and-neck with 
MSNBC’s Rachel Maddow as the 
most popular on-air cable news 
personality. 

Monday’s hearing before U.S. 
District Court Judge Kimba Wood 
in New York was about what 
should happen to material seized 


from Cohen. Cohen’s lawyers did 
not want to pubhcly reveal that 
Hannity was a client, but Wood 
said, “I understand he doesn’t 
want his name out there, but that’s 
not enough under the law.” 

Hannity said on his radio show 
that he had 
never re¬ 
tained Cohen 
“in any tradi¬ 
tional sense,” 
but that he 
occasionally 
went to him 
with legal 
questions. 
While he said 
he had not 
paid Cohen, 
he believed 
their discussions were protected 
under attorney-client privilege. 
He later tweeted that he mostly 
asked Cohen questions about legal 
matters. 

“It never, ever involved a matter 
between me and any third party,” 
Hannity said. 

During his live radio show, he 
seemed flustered that he was get¬ 
ting a steady stream of phone and 
email messages about it. 

“I don’t think this is such a big 
deal,” he said. “Why do you think 
the media is going crazy on this?” 

Hannity waited until the last five 
minutes of his TV show to discuss 
the issue, after showing clips of 
his name being said on rival tele¬ 


vision networks dozens of times. 
He said the media was “absolutely 
apoplectic and hyperventilating.” 

He repeated what he said on the 
radio, adding that it “never rose 
to any level that I needed to tell 
anyone.” 

That was an apparent answer to 
two personalities on his own net¬ 
work. On Fox’s show “The Five,” 
panelist Juan Williams said Han¬ 
nity had some questions to answer. 
“The question for me is why Sean 
didn’t disclose this earher,” Wil- 
hams said. 

One of the guests on Hannity’s 
show, lawyer Alan Dershowitz, 
told Hannity that “you should 
have disclosed your relationship 
with Cohen when you talked about 
him on the show.” 

Hannity replied that the rela¬ 
tionship was minimal and that he 
had a right to privacy. “It had to do 
with real estate and nothing politi¬ 
cal,” Hannity told Dershowitz. 

Besides supporting Trump on 
his show, Hannity reportedly talks 
to the president regularly and, last 
week. Trump even tweeted out a 
promotion, telling his followers 
that Hannity was going to have a 
big show coming up. 

On his Fox show April 9, Han¬ 
nity said the Cohen raid repre¬ 
sented a “dangerous phase” of 
Mueller’s investigation, “and 
there is no turning back from 
this.” 



Hannity 


US, UK say Russia 
targeting globai 
internet hardware 


By Frank Bajak 
Associated Press 

Washington and London on 
Monday jointly accused the Rus¬ 
sian government of mahciously 
targeting global internet equip¬ 
ment for political and economic 
espionage. 

The two governments said the 
Russian operations, which alleg¬ 
edly involve planting malware on 
internet routers and other equip¬ 
ment, could also lay the foundation 
for future offensive cyberattacks. 

A joint statement by the U.S. 
Department of Homeland Securi¬ 
ty, the FBI and the U.K.’s National 
Cyber Security Centre said the 
main targets include “government 
and private-sector organizations,” 
as well as providers of “critical in¬ 
frastructure” and internet service 
providers. 

“Victims were identified 
through a coordinated series of 
actions between U.S. and inter¬ 
national partners,” according to a 
companion technical alert issued 
by the U.S. Computer Emergency 
Response Team, or US-CERT. 
Both nations have “high confi¬ 
dence” in the finding of Russian- 
sponsored cyber meddling, which 
the alert said has been reported 
by multiple sources since 2015. 

Australia also admonished Rus¬ 
sia and accused Kremlin-backed 
hackers of cyberattacks on hun¬ 
dreds of Australian companies 
last year. 

Respected U.S. cybersecurity 
researcher Jake Williams said 
it was difficult for him to under¬ 
stand the motivation for Monday’s 
alert given that “the activity has 
been ongoing for some time.” 

“Calling the Russians out on 
this hardly makes much sense 
unless there’s some other agenda 
(most likely political),” Wilhams, 
the president of Rendition Infosec, 
added via text message. 

Routers direct data traffic 
across the internet. US-CERT 
said the compromised routers 
can be exploited for “man-in-the- 
middle” spoofing attacks, in which 
communications are intercepted 
by a seemingly trusted device that 
has actually been infiltrated by an 
attacker. 

“The current state of U.S. net¬ 
work devices — coupled with a 


Russian government campaign to 
exploit these devices — threatens 
the safety, security and economic 
well-being of the United States,” 
the alert stated. 

US-CERT urged affected com¬ 
panies, public-sector organiza¬ 
tions and even people who use 
routers in home offices to take ac¬ 
tion to harden poorly secured de¬ 
vices. But its alert cited only one 
specific product: Cisco’s Smart 
Install software. 

Australian Defense Minister 
Marise Payne told reporters that 
about 400 Australian companies 
were targeted in the Russian at¬ 
tacks, but 
there was 


ploitation 
of signifi¬ 
cance.” 

The 

country’s 
cybersecu¬ 
rity minis¬ 
ter, Angus 
Taylor, 
said, “This 
attempt by 
Russia is a 
sharp re¬ 
minder that 
Australian 


Victims 
were 
identified 
through a 
coordinated 
series of 
actions 
between 
U.S. and 
internationai 
partners. ^ 

U.S. Computer businesses 
Emergency and indi- 
ResponseTeam viduals are 
constantly 
targeted 

by malicious state and nonstate 
actors.” 

On March 15, US-CERT issued 
a similar alert, saying the FBI and 
DHS had determined that Russian 
government “cyber actors” had 
sought to infiltrate U.S. agencies 
and “organizations in the energy, 
nuclear, commercial facilities, 
water, aviation and critical manu¬ 
facturing sectors.” It said Russian 
agents had obtained “remote ac¬ 
cess” to energy-sector networks 
and obtained information on in¬ 
dustrial control systems. 

Experts have stressed that the 
March 15 bulletin did not mean 
Russia had obtained access to 
systems that control critical infra¬ 
structure such as the power grid. 
But Russia does have a history 
in that regard, as many security 
experts blame it for several cy¬ 
bersabotage attacks on Ukraine’s 
power grid. 



HHiBHHIISiH STARS‘9 STRIPE^ 




Stories will be... 

Featured on our new website militarychild.stripes.com. 

Published selectively in our Global Edition every Thursday in April. 
Printed in Stripes Pacific’s community papers. 


Andrews 


i TEMPLE UNIVERSITY I 

Japan Camp 



























Page 10 


mmmmimM 


Stars and Stripes 


Wednesday, April 18,2018 


NATION _ 

Grandmom suspected of killing look-alike for ID 


By Avi Selk 

The Washington Post 

With her platinum blonde hair 
and a cherubic smile, Lois Riess, 
56, looks in photos like what she 
is — a grandmother from small¬ 
town America. 

That, authorities said, makes 
her even more dangerous. 

For the past three weeks, police 
said, Riess has led them on a na¬ 
tionwide pursuit — from the Min¬ 
nesota worm farm where they 
found her husband shot to death 
last month to Florida, where they 
suspect Riess befriended and 
killed a woman who looks like her 
to steal her identity; and finally, 
to Texas, where police fear she 
may find her next target. 

“She smiles and looks like any¬ 
one’s mother or grandmother, but 
she’s calculating, she’s targeting 
and she’s an absolute, cold-blood¬ 
ed killer,” Carmine Marceno, 
a deputy sheriff in Lee County, 
Fla., told NBC News after author¬ 
ities lost Riess’ trail. 

Riess and her husband, David, 
were well-known and well-liked 


by the 2,000 or so other residents 
of Blooming Prairie, Minn., ac¬ 
cording to the Minneapolis Star 
Tribune. They were both regu¬ 
lars for lunch at the local Ser¬ 
vicemen’s Club, nearly 100 miles 
south of Minneapolis. 

David owned and operated a 
farm for fishing bait — Prairie 
Wax Worms. 

Concerned that David Riess 
had not been seen in more than a 
week, the Star Tribune reported, 
one of his business partners asked 
police to look for him. 

Officers did, and they found 
him dead of gunshot wounds at 
the worm farm on March 23, the 
sheriff of Dodge County told the 
newspaper. It was unclear how 
long he’d been dead. 

Lois Riess had left town by then. 
According to the Star Tribune, 
police suspect she forged her 
dead husband’s signature before 
his body was found, transferred 
nearly $10,000 into her account 
and headed to a casino across the 
Iowa border. 

NBC News reported Riess had 


a gambling addiction. 

She had left Iowa by the time 
police tracked her there in late 
March, the Star Tribune wrote. 

State offi¬ 
cials began 
to post her 
photos on 
Facebook, 
urging any¬ 
one who saw 
her to call 
911 and not 
go near her, 
as she was 
believed to 
be armed 

and dangerous. 

From Iowa, police believe, 
Riess drove to Lee County, 
Fla. There, they said, she met a 
woman named Pamela Hutchin¬ 
son, 59, with a similar shade of 
light-blonde hair. 

“She befriended this woman. 
The woman probably gave her 
some sob story,” Hutchinson’s 
cousin, Daniele Jeffreys, later 
told WTVR. “My cousin went out 
helping the world. ... She’s just 


giving to a fault. To her death.” 

On April 5, the two women were 
recorded on surveillance camera 
at the Smokin’ Oyster Brewery in 
Fort Myers, sharing a laugh. 

According to the Star Tribune, 
another surveillance camera pho¬ 
tographed Riess at Hutchinson’s 
condo in the same city. 

On April 9, police found 
Hutchinson shot to death at her 
condo. Another surveillance cam¬ 
era photographed Riess at the 
building. Hutchinson’s uncle told 
WTVR she’d been shot through 
the heart. 

The dead woman’s purse had 
been emptied, sheriff’s investiga¬ 
tors said. Her identification, cred¬ 
it cards and car keys were gone. 
So was her car. 

The search for Lois Riess was 
now a multistate and federal 
matter. More public advisories 
went out, with more photos of the 
grandmotherly woman and the 
car she was believed to be trav¬ 
eling in, which was now the car 
of the woman police think she 
killed. 


The vehicle was spotted near 
Corpus Christi, Texas, this 
month, Florida authorities an¬ 
nounced at a news conference 
Friday. Her current whereabouts 
are unknown. 

The obituary for David Riess 
was published last week and men¬ 
tioned his children and grandchil¬ 
dren, but not his wife. 

“Pure evil,” Hutchinson’s cous¬ 
in told WTVR. “That’s really the 
only thing that could resonate 
with my system. ... It’s just evil 
that flowed through.” 

In Florida, the deputy sheriff 
told NBC he had never seen a kill¬ 
ing like it. 

“This is the first time in my 
career I’ve seen someone steal 
someone’s identity and target 
them for the way they look in 
order to murder them,” Marceno 
said. 

He worries it won’t be the last. 

“I suspect Riess at some point 
in time will have no resources 
and she will become more des¬ 
perate and may kill again,” Mar¬ 
ceno said. 



Riess 



Courtesy of SpaceX/AP 


NASA’s Transiting Exoplanet Survey Sateliite sits atop a SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket at Space Launch 
Complex 40 in Cape Canaveral, Fla., on Monday. 


SpaceX delays launch of 
NASA’s newest satellite 


By Marcia Dunn 
Associated Press 

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. 
— NASA’s newest planet-hunting 
spacecraft will have to wait an¬ 
other couple of days before lift¬ 
ing off. 

Two hours before Monday eve¬ 
ning’s scheduled launch, SpaceX 
announced it needed more time to 
check its rocket, which will carry 
the satellite to orbit. The next at¬ 
tempt will be Wednesday night. 

The satellite, known as Tess, 
will survey almost the entire sky, 
staring at the brightest, closest 
stars in an effort to find any plan¬ 
ets that might be encircling them. 
These mysterious worlds beyond 
our solar system, called exoplan¬ 
ets, could harbor life. 

Scientists expect Tess — the 


Transiting Exoplanet Survey 
Satellite — to discover thousands 
of rocky and icy planets and gas 
giants, maybe even water worlds 
and places defying imagination. 
Bigger and more powerful obser¬ 
vatories of the future will scruti¬ 
nize those prime candidates for 
potential signs of life. 

SpaceX said extra time is 
needed to examine the Falcon 9 
rocket’s guidance, navigation and 
control system. Additional infor¬ 
mation was not immediately avail¬ 
able, according to a spokesman. 

SpaceX sometimes uses re¬ 
cycled rocket boosters, but this 
one is brand new. The company 
hopes to land this first stage on 
a floating ocean platform follow¬ 
ing liftoff and reuse it on a space 
station supply run for NASA this 
summer. 


More details released about police response to Parkland massacre 


By Lisa J. Huriash 
(Fort Launderdale, Fla.) Sun Sentinel 

FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. — Coral 
Springs, Fla., police Officer Tim Burton 
rushed to get to Marjory Stoneman Douglas 
High School when he heard over his radio 
there was a gunman there. 

But when he got there, he found the 
school’s resource officer “seeking cover” 
behind a concrete column, he said. 

The deputy “advised that I needed to 
watch my back,” Burton wrote in his inci¬ 
dent report. 

So he took cover in the parking lot, too. 

Burton’s firsthand account is among the 
reports released by Coral Springs police on 
Monday. The department released a total of 
four pages of reports filed by three officers 
who responded to the Feb. 14 shooting, in 


which 17 people were killed and another 17 
were wounded. 

Burton said he held back during a “brief 
wait” until officers were told videotape — 
which was delayed — showed shooter Niko¬ 
las Cruz leaving the building before Burton 
even got there. 

Burton wrote in his report that Scot Pe¬ 
terson, the school’s resource officer, told 
him he hadn’t heard any gunfire for a few 
minutes and didn’t know where the shooter 
was. Burton held back in the parking lot, in 
case Cruz was hiding there, until other of¬ 
ficers from his department plowed inside. 

Then Burton helped rescue victims, in¬ 
cluding a girl who was shot in the hip who 
couldn’t walk. He carried her to Pine Island 
Road and handed her off to a deputy. He ran 
back and helped an officer carry away a 
second girl who had been shot in the knee. 


Police had trouble tracking Cruz partly 
because officers looking at security foot¬ 
age didn’t realize — or didn’t tell their 
colleagues — that the video they were 
watching was delayed 20 minutes and not 
live. While they believed they were watch¬ 
ing Cruz in the building, he had actually 
slipped away as students fled. 

Even after the gunfire had stopped, not 
only was the school resource officer still 
waiting outside but another two deputies 
were in the parking lot, according to the 
records. 

A second officer, Gilbert Monzon, wrote 
in a report that he saw two sheriff’s depu¬ 
ties in the parking lot. He asked them 
where the shooter was, but they said they 
didn’t know. 

The Broward County Sheriff’s Office re¬ 
leased records last week that showed other 


deputies arrived in time to hear gunshots 
but did not immediately enter the building 
where the shooting took place because they 
said they were unsure where the gunfire 
was coming from. 

Monzon entered the building with other 
Coral Springs officers anyway and found 
one victim on his back. A second victim fell 
to the floor in shock, Monzon wrote. 

The hallway was “way quiet and full of 
thick smoke coming from gunfire.” The 
officers entering from another part of the 
school quickly made plans how to avoid 
crossfire. As they searched for the shooter, 
Monzon saw “several” dead students in the 
hallway. 

Retired police Chief Tony Pustizzi, who 
ran the agency at the time of the school 
massacre, said the reports were “pretty 
consistent with what we thought.” 
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Weinstein coverage wins Pulitzers 


By Jennifer Peltz 
Associated Press 



Hiroko Masuike, The New York Times/AP 


New York Times staff writers Megan Twohey, left, and Jodi Kantor 
address colleagues in the newsroom in New \brk after the team they 
led won the 2018 Pulitzer Prize for Public Service on Monday. 


Scalise 

undergoes 

follow-up 

procedure 

The Washington Post 

WASHINGTON — House Ma¬ 
jority Whip Steve Scalise, R-La., 
underwent another procedure 
Monday that will keep him out 
of the Capitol for a few days, a 
planned effort as part of his re¬ 
covery from a shooting at a con¬ 
gressional baseball practice in 
June that nearly took his life. 

Scalise, 52, has had several fol¬ 
low-up surgeries and other pro¬ 
cedures since being discharged 
from MedStar Washington Hos¬ 
pital Center in July, including a 
surgery in January. In a letter 
to lawmakers on his whip team, 
Scalise described the hospital 
visit as a “procedure.” 

“I’m writing to let you know I 
will undergo that follow-up pro¬ 
cedure this morning,” he wrote. 
“I’m blessed to have made tre¬ 
mendous progress in my healing, 
and am grateful for your con¬ 
tinued support. I am eager to be 
back at the Capitol as soon as my 
doctors say I’m able.” 

Scalise was the most serious 
of five injured during the Re¬ 
publican baseball practice in Al¬ 
exandria, Va., when a politically 
motivated gunman, James T. 

Hodgkinson, 
66, opened 
fire. Scalise 
was shot in 
the hip, and 
doctors said 
he was on 
the brink of 
death when 
he arrived at 
MedStar. He 
returned to 
the Capitol 
in late Sep¬ 
tember and, for several months, 
required a scooter to get around. 

In recent weeks, Scalise has 
gained enough strength that he 
has used crutches. His health 
has improved enough that some 
Republicans have openly talked 
about Scalise succeeding House 
Speaker Paul Ryan, R-Wis., who 
announced last week he will re¬ 
tire at the end of the year. Scal¬ 
ise has endorsed Majority Leader 
Kevin McCarthy, R-Calif, as Ry¬ 
an’s successor. 

Here’s the note Scalise sent: 

“Whip Team Colleagues, 

“At a Conference meeting ear¬ 
lier this year, I mentioned that 
I would have to have one more 
planned procedure in the spring 
as part of my ongoing recovery. 
I’m writing to let you know I will 
undergo that follow-up procedure 
this morning. I’m blessed to have 
made tremendous progress in my 
healing, and am grateful for your 
continued support. Rest assured 
that I plan to be fully engaged in 
my work as I recover from this 
surgery, and I am eager to be back 
at the Capitol as soon as my doc¬ 
tors say I’m able. Thank you for 
keeping me in your prayers, and 
don’t hesitate to reach out to me 
or my office if there is anything 
you need. — Steve” 


NEW YORK — The New York 
Times and The New Yorker won 
the Pulitzer Prize for public ser¬ 
vice Monday for breaking the 
Harvey Weinstein scandal with 
reporting that galvanized the 
#MeToo movement and set off a 
worldwide reckoning over sexual 
misconduct in the workplace. 

The Times and The Washing¬ 
ton Post took the award in the na¬ 
tional reporting category for their 
coverage of Russian meddling in 
the 2016 U.S. presidential elec¬ 
tion and contacts between Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump’s campaign 
and Russian officials. 

The Press Democrat of Santa 
Rosa, Calif, received the break¬ 
ing news reporting award for cov¬ 
erage of the wildfires that swept 
through California wine country 
last fall, killing 44 people and de¬ 
stroying thousands of homes. 

The Washington Post also won 
the investigative reporting prize 
for revealing decades-old al¬ 
legations of sexual misconduct 
against U.S. Senate candidate 
Roy Moore, of Alabama. The 
Republican former judge denied 
the accusations, but they figured 
heavily in Doug Jones’ victory as 
the first Democrat elected to the 
Senate from the state in decades. 

One of the biggest surprises 
of the day came in the nonjour¬ 
nalism categories when rap star 
Kendrick Lamar was awarded 
the Pulitzer for music, becoming 
the first nonclassical or nonjazz 
artist to win the prize. 

The Pulitzers, American jour¬ 
nalism’s most prestigious awards, 
reflected a year of unrelenting 
news and unprecedented chal¬ 
lenges for U.S. media, as Trump 
repeatedly branded reporting 
“fake news” and called journal¬ 
ists “the enemy of the people.” 

The New York Times won three 
Pulitzers and The Washington 
Post and Reuters received two 
apiece. 

In announcing the journalism 
prizes, Pulitzer administrator 
Dana Canedy said the winners 
“uphold the highest purpose of a 
free and independent press, even 
in the most trying of times.” 

“Their work is real news of the 
highest order, executed nobly, as 
journalism was always intended, 
without fear or favor,” she said. 


Bloomberg 

The Environmental Protec¬ 
tion Agency violated government 
spending laws by installing a 
$43,000 secure “privacy booth” in 
the office of Administrator Scott 
Pruitt, the Government Account¬ 
ability Office has concluded. 

The expenditure violated the 
Antideficiency Act because it 
“obligated appropriated funds 
in a manner specifically prohib¬ 
ited by law,” the GAO said in a 
report made public Monday. It 
also ran afoul of a law requiring 
congressional notification for ex¬ 
penditures of more than $5,000 


A string of stories in The Times 
and The Washington Post shined 
a light on Russian interference 
in the presidential election and 
its possible connections to the 
Trump campaign and transition 
— ties now under investigation 
by special counsel Robert Muel¬ 
ler. The president has called the 
investigation a “witch hunt.” 

The Pulitzer judges commend¬ 
ed the two newspapers for “deep¬ 
ly sourced, relentlessly reported 
coverage in the public interest.” 

In stories that appeared within 
days of each other in October, 
The Times and The New Yorker 
reported that movie mogul Wein¬ 
stein faced allegations of sexual 
harassment and assault from a 
multitude of women in Holly¬ 
wood and had paid settlements to 
keep the claims from becoming 
public. The Pulitzer judges said 
The Times’ reporters, led by Jodi 
Kantor and Megan Twohey, and 
The New Yorker’s Ronan Farrow 
produced “explosive, impactful 
journalism that exposed power¬ 
ful and wealthy sexual predators” 
and forced the issue of sexual 
abuse into the open. 

“By revealing secret settle¬ 
ments, persuading victims to 
speak and bringing powerful men 
to account, we spurred a world¬ 
wide reckoning about sexual 
abuse that only seems to be grow¬ 
ing,” New York Times executive 
editor Dean Baquet said in re¬ 
marks to the newsroom. 


for improvements to an agency 
head’s office, according to the 
government auditors. 

“Because EPA did not comply 
with the notification requirement, 
the funds were not legally avail¬ 
able at the time EPA incurred the 
obligation,” the GAO found. “EPA 
should report its Antideficiency 
Act violation as required by law.” 

The soundproof booth cost 
$24,570 when it was ordered last 
August from Acoustical Solutions 
in Richmond, Va. But site prepa¬ 
ration and construction to re¬ 
configure an office space for the 
booth boosted the overall price- 


“People have been saying for 
decades that this kind of behavior 
is endemic in society,” New York¬ 
er editor David Remnick said, 
adding that he hoped the stories 
would “help not only bring it to 
light but change the culture.” 

Weinstein was ousted from the 
studio he co-founded and now 
faces criminal investigations in 
New York and Los Angeles. He 
has apologized for “the way I’ve 
behaved with colleagues in the 
past” but denied any nonconsen- 
sual sexual contact. 

The stories’ impact spread 
beyond Weinstein to allegations 
against other powerful men in 
entertainment, politics and other 
fields, toppling such figures as 
“Today” show host Matt Lauer, 
actor Kevin Spacey, newsman 
Charlie Rose and Sen. A1 Fran- 
ken. Men and women, famous 
or not, have spoken about their 
own experiences with sexual ha¬ 
rassment and assault in what has 
become known as the #MeToo 
movement. 

“This moment gets called a 
reckoning, but we just started tell¬ 
ing the truth about old abuses of 
power,” Farrow tweeted Monday. 

Weinstein spokeswoman Holly 
Baird declined to comment on 
the Pulitzer except to suggest 
similar recognition should be 
given to Tarana Burke, an activist 
who founded the #MeToo move¬ 
ment on Twitter about a decade 
ago to raise awareness of sexual 


floor leveling, another $7,978 to 
remove closed-circuit TV equip¬ 
ment and $3,350 to paint. The 
total cost was about $43,000. 

According to an invoice, the 
roughly 4-foot-by-4-foot booth 
built into a storage closet off 
Pruitt’s office was to include “si¬ 
lenced ventilation,” a lockable 
door and an acoustic window 
meant to keep out sounds. The 
EPA asked contractors to ensure 
it could support a 10-pound tele¬ 
phone and a shelf 

The EPA didn’t immediately re¬ 
spond to a request for comment. 


violence. 

In other categories. The Ari¬ 
zona Republic and USA Today 
Network won the explanatory re¬ 
porting prize for a multi-format 
look at the challenges and conse¬ 
quences of building the Mexican 
border wall that was a center- 
piece of Trump’s campaign. The 
project included footage from a 
helicopter flight along the entire 
2,000-mile border. 

The local reporting award went 
to The Cincinnati Enquirer for 
what the judges called “a rivet¬ 
ing and insightful” narrative and 
video about the heroin epidemic. 
More than four dozen reporters 
and photographers dove into the 
drug’s toll over one week. 

Clare Baldwin, Andrew R.C. 
Marshall and Manuel Mogato of 
Reuters won the international re¬ 
porting award for their coverage 
of Philippines President Rodrigo 
Duterte’s deadly crackdown on 
drugs, and the news agency’s pho¬ 
tographers received the feature 
photography prize for their imag¬ 
es of the plight of Rohingya refu¬ 
gees who have fled Myanmar. 

The breaking news photography 
award went to Ryan Kelly, of The 
Daily Progress of Charlottesville, 
Va., who captured the moment a 
car plowed into counterprotesters 
demonstrating against a white na¬ 
tionalist rally in the college town. 
The car killed counterdemonstra¬ 
tor Heather Heyer. 

Rachel Kaadzi Ghansah, a free¬ 
lance writer for GQ magazine, 
took the feature writing award 
for a profile of Dylann Roof, 
the avowed white supremacist 
convicted of killing nine black 
churchgoers in Charleston, S.C. 

The commentary award went 
to John Archibald, of Alabama 
Media Group in Birmingham. 
Art critic Jerry Saltz, of New 
York, magazine won the criticism 
award. 

Andie Dominick, of The Des 
Moines (Iowa) Register, received 
the editorial writing prize for 
pieces about the consequences of 
privatizing Iowa’s administration 
of Medicaid. 

Freelance writer Jake Halpern 
and freelance cartoonist Michael 
Sloan were awarded the editorial 
cartooning prize for a graphic 
narrative in The New York Times 
about a family of refugees fearing 
deportation. 


The Antideficency Act prohibits 
federal agencies expending fed¬ 
eral funds in advance or in excess 
of an appropriation, according to 
the GAO. Federal employees who 
violate the law are subject to sus¬ 
pension from duty without pay or 
removal from office, as well as 
fines and imprisonment. 

The Environmental Protection 
Agency defended its spending on 
the project, saying the booth pur¬ 
chase did not violate a prohibition 
on spending more than $5,000 to 
furnish or redecorate an agency 
head’s office because it was need¬ 
ed for official agency business. 



Scalise 


Pruitt’s $43K secure phone found to break spending laws 

tag. It cost $3,470 to do concrete 
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Japan's Abe will meet Trump 
in US amid scandals at home 



Kenzaburo Fukuhara, Kyodo News/AP 


Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe and his wife, Akie Abe, wave 
while boarding his plane Tuesday for a trip to the U.S. to meet with 
President Donald Trump for two days of talks. 


By Mari Yamaguchi 
AND Ken Moritsugu 
Associated Press 

TOKYO — Domestic political 
scandals and sinking approval rat¬ 
ings weighed on Japanese Prime 
Minister Shinzo Abe as he head¬ 
ed to President Donald Trump’s 
Mar-a-Lago resort for two days 
of talks starting Tuesday. 

Before boarding his flight from 
Tokyo, Abe took the unusual step 
of pledging to clean up the mess in 
government when he gets back. 

“As head of the government, 
I’m committed to deal with every 
single problem responsibly to un¬ 
cover the truth and squeeze out 
the pus,” he said. 

Abe’s meetings with Trump 
may provide a brief respite from 
his problems at home and could 
even stem the slide in his popular¬ 
ity. The two leaders plan to golf, 
as at their two previous summits. 

But this round of talks may 
prove more challenging than the 
first two. Abe will have to over¬ 
come policy divisions on trade 
and potentially North Korea that 
have emerged in Trump’s second 
year in office. 

A poor summit showing could 
further undermine Abe’s position 
at home. 

The Japanese leader’s approval 


ratings have declined to below 
30 percent in some polls as Abe 
has been hit by accusations of 
cronyism and the mishandling 
of official documents by several 
ministries. That contrasts with 
the 50 percent approval rating he 
enjoyed at the time of his Tokyo 
summit with Trump in Novem¬ 
ber, soon after leading his rul¬ 
ing party to a landslide election 
victory. 

A school land deal scandal 
linked to Abe’s wife re-erupted 
in March after a newspaper re¬ 
vealed that Finance Ministry 
officials had altered documents 
related to the school’s purchase of 
state land at a huge discount. Abe 
has denied that he or his wife in¬ 
tervened in the sale. 

Then, a second allegation of 
favoritism resurfaced in which a 
friend of Abe got permission to 
establish a new veterinary school 
in western Japan. 

Abe weathered both scandals 
last year, but the discovery of 
new evidence has reignited the 
charges. 

Separately, the Defense Min¬ 
istry has acknowledged mis¬ 
handling documents related to a 
former peacekeeping mission in 
South Sudan, and a top Finance 
Ministry official has been ac¬ 
cused of sexual harassment. 


The mounting scandals have 
called into question Abe’s chances 
of securing a third term as party 
leader this September, which 
seemed assured earlier this year, 
and could even force him to step 
down before the leadership race. 
Other party leaders with an eye 
on the premiership are ready to 
pounce should Abe fall, though he 
has bounced back from setbacks 
before. 

Abe’s aides hope that the meet¬ 
ing with Trump will showcase 
the leaders’ close personal rela¬ 
tionship, as the two summits last 
year did. 

“While playing golf, they can 
take time and exchange views on 
a range of issues while deepening 
their relationship of trust,” Chief 
Cabinet Secretary Yoshihide 
Suga said at a regular briefing 
Tuesday. 

Trump surprised Abe, and 
much of the world, when he an¬ 
nounced that he would meet 
North Korean leader Kim Jong 
Un. That summit is expected in 
May or early June. 

Abe will want to make sure 
Trump doesn’t cut a deal with 
North Korea that leaves Japan 
exposed to shorter-range mis¬ 
siles that do not threaten the U.S. 
mainland. 

He also is expected to ask 


Trump to raise with Kim the issue 
of Japanese abducted by North 
Korea in the 1970s and 1980s. 

Yu Uchiyama, a political sci¬ 
ence professor at the University 
of Tokyo, said Abe will try to 
make sure the two leaders are on 
the same page on North Korea. 

“Mr. Abe wants to confirm 
their cooperation and eliminate 
the image that Japan is left out 
of the loop,” he said. “He is also 
seeking to achieve a diplomatic 
result in hopes of turning around 
his public support.” 

But Trump is unpredictable, 
Uchiyama said, and an unfavor¬ 


able outcome could damage Abe 
further. 

Abe also will likely seek a re¬ 
versal of the decision not to ex¬ 
clude Japan from new steel and 
aluminum tariffs, while resisting 
Trump’s attempts to pull Japan 
into bilateral trade negotiations. 

Japanese officials said Abe and 
Trump might also discuss the 
Trans-Pacific Partnership after 
Trump indicated last week that 
the U.S. might be interested in re¬ 
joining what is now an 11-country 
trade agreement. Trump pulled 
the U.S. out of TPP shortly after 
his inauguration in early 2017. 


China to allow full 
foreign ownership 
in auto industry 

By Joe McDonald 

Associated Press 

BEIJING — China announced plans Tuesday to 
allow full foreign ownership of automakers in five 
years, ending restrictions that helped to fuel its es¬ 
calating dispute with President Donald Trump and 
strained relations with other trading partners. 

The change would scrap rules that require glob¬ 
al automakers to work through local state-owned 
partners, an arrangement that forces them to share 
technology with potential competitors. It was un¬ 
clear whether that might help to mollify Trump, 
who has threatened to increase tariffs on as much 
as $150 billion worth of Chinese goods in response 
to complaints Beijing pressures foreign companies 
to hand over technology. 

The development reflects growing official confi¬ 
dence that China’s young but fast-growing automak¬ 
ers can compete with global brands and a desire to 
make the industry more flexible as Beijing promotes 
development of electric cars. 

The industry had been waiting for details since 
President Xi Jinping announced in a speech last 
week that ownership restrictions would be eased 
and auto import duties reduced. 

Limits on foreign ownership of electric vehicle 
producers will be eliminated this year, the Cabinet’s 
planning agency said. That will be followed by a 
similar repeal for makers of commercial vehicles in 
2020 and passenger vehicles in 2022. 

“Following a five-year transition period, all 
ownership restrictions will be lifted,” said the an¬ 
nouncement by the National Development and Re¬ 
form Commission. 



Ng Han Guan/AP 


Visitors attend last year's Auto Shanghai 2017. 
China says it will allow full foreign ownership of 
automakers in five years. 

Until now, global automakers such as General 
Motors Co. and Volkswagen AG have been allowed 
to own no more than 50 percent of a joint venture 
with a Chinese partner and were limited to two 
ventures. 

Automakers complied because they gained access 
to China’s populous market, which passed the Unit¬ 
ed States in 2009 as the world’s biggest by number 
of vehicles sold. Sales of sedans, SUVs and minivans 
last year totaled 24.8 million units, about 55 percent 
of which was American, European, Japanese and 
Korean brands. 

Industry analyst John Zeng, of LMC Automotive, 
said the latest shift is part of Beijing’s effort to accel¬ 
erate development of electric vehicles, which have a 
central role in the ruling Communist Party’s indus¬ 
try plans. 

A deputy industry minister said in September that 
Beijing was developing a timetable to join France 
and Britain in ending sales of gasoline cars. 


Report says 2 Koreas 
discussing end to war 


By Jiyeun Lee 

Bloomberg 

South and North Korea are dis¬ 
cussing plans to announce an of¬ 
ficial end to the military conflict 
between the two countries that 
are still technically at war, the 
Munhwa Ilbo newspaper report¬ 
ed, citing an unidentified South 
Korean official. 

At next week’s summit between 
South Korea President Moon Jae- 
in and North Korea leader Kim 
Jong Un, the two neighbors may 
release a joint statement saying 
they will seek to ease military 
tension and to end confrontation, 
according to the report. 

A direct phone line between 
Moon and Kim may be connected 
around Friday, Moon’s chief of 
staff, Im Jong-seok, told a brief¬ 
ing Tuesday, adding that it hadn’t 
been decided when they would 
hold their first conversation. 

No peace treaty has been signed 
to replace the 1953 armistice 
that ended the Korean War, and 
the U.S. and North Korea have 
been at loggerheads since formal 
hostilities ended. A successful 
summit between Moon and Kim 
could pave the way for a meeting 
between Kim and President Don¬ 
ald Trump — the first between a 


sitting American president and a 
North Korean leader. 

The peninsula remains bisect¬ 
ed in a perpetual stalemate, with 
the U.S.-backed South Korean 
military lined up against more 
than 1 million North Korean 
troops. While tensions have occa¬ 
sionally flared, the two sides have 
so far staved off another devastat¬ 
ing conflict. 

“Ending the state of conflict is 
the core of the whole thing. Peace 
is as complicated as denucleariza¬ 
tion,” said John Delury, an associ¬ 
ate professor of Chinese studies 
at Yonsei University in Seoul. 
“There also has to be a process of 
actually delivering the peace.” 

Some of the issues that would 
have to be tackled include the 
hundreds of thousands of troops 
along one the most heavily forti¬ 
fied borders in the world; sub¬ 
marines and ships patrolling on 
both coasts; South Korea’s active 
military alliance with the U.S; 
the hosting of U.S. forces; and 
North Korean artillery pointed at 
Seoul. 

One way to resolve the conflict 
could involve returning the heav¬ 
ily fortified Demilitarized Zone 
to its original state, the Munhwa 
Ilbo newspaper said. 
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Russian sex guru, 
followers appear at 
Thai court hearing 


By Kaweewit Kaewjinda 
Associated Press 

PATTAYA, Thailand — A Rus¬ 
sian sex guru and his followers, 
one of whom claims to have evi¬ 
dence of Moscow’s interference 
in the 2016 U.S. presidential elec¬ 
tion, emerged briefly on Tuesday 
for a Thai court hearing after 
being held virtually incommuni¬ 
cado in an immigration jail. 

The group’s leader, Alexander 
Kirillov, and the woman making 
the election claims, Anastasia 
Vashukevich, were among about 
half a dozen people taken to a 
court in the resort town of Pat- 
taya, where they were arrested 
Feb. 25 while holding a sex train¬ 
ing course. 

Unashamed sexual activity is 
business as usual for Pattaya, 
which is infamous for its sordid 
nightlife, but the allegations by 
Vashukevich, who uses the name 
Nastya Rybka on her racy so¬ 
cial media postings, have drawn 
worldwide attention. She says 
she provided “escort” services 
to Oleg Deripaska, a Russian oli¬ 
garch close to President Vladimir 
Putin, and claims to have audio 
recordings of him that provide 
evidence of meddling in the U.S. 
polls. 

Tuesday’s court calendar said 
they were there for testimony 
over the charge that they con¬ 
ducted the sex course without 
a work permit. The session was 
closed, and it was unclear if they 
had legal representation. Foreign¬ 
ers found working without a work 
permit can face fines of up to 
100,000 baht, or $3,200, and im¬ 
prisonment for up to five years. 

Police last week added addi¬ 
tional charges against them of 


soliciting, which carries a maxi¬ 
mum prison term of 10 years, 
and conspiracy, with up to seven 
years. 

Kirillov, also known as Alex 
Lesley, and Vashukevich man¬ 
aged to smuggle out a letter after 
they were arrested, which was 
delivered by a friend to the U.S. 
Embassy in Bangkok, asking for 
asylum and saying they had im¬ 
portant information about the 
U.S. election. 

They also said they feared for 
their personal safety, especially if 
deported to Russia. Vashukevich 
repeated her claims in comments 
to reporters before Thai authori¬ 
ties cut off media access to her in 
the immigration detention center 
in Bangkok, where the group is 
being held. 

The two were able to briefly 
shout back answers to reporters’ 
questions as they arrived Tues¬ 
day at the court in Pattaya. 

Asked what he wished to tell 
the US., Kirillov responded in 
English: “Help us. Help us any 
way because we don’t know what 
is happening.” 

Vashukevich, who has com¬ 
plained about the legal process, 
made reference to the latest 
charges. “Because they close 
first case and open new one. For 
nothing. No evidence. Nothing,” 
she said. 

The group was arrested dur¬ 
ing one of its fully clothed “les¬ 
sons” in a hotel meeting room 
which was attended by about 40 
Russian tourists, many wearing 
T-shirts saying “Sex animator” 
in English with an arrow point¬ 
ing to the wearer’s crotch. 

Vashukevich, who carries a 



Gemunu Amarasinghe/AP 

Anastasia Vashukevich sits inside a prison transport vehicie outside a courthouse Tuesday in Pattaya, 
south of Bangkok. 


passport from Belarus, became 
the center of a public scandal in 
early February when Russian op¬ 
position leader Alexei Navalny 
published an investigation draw¬ 
ing on her social media posts sug¬ 
gesting corrupt links between 
billionaire Deripaska and a top 
Kremlin official. Deputy Prime 
Minister Sergei Prikhodko. 

The report featured video from 
Deripaska’s yacht in 2016, when 
Vashukevich claims she was hav¬ 
ing an affair with him and alleg¬ 
edly recorded him talking about 
Russian interference in U.S. 
politics. 

Deripaska has been linked to 
Paul Manafort, the former cam¬ 
paign manager for President Don¬ 
ald Trump who has been indicted 
on money laundering charges in 
special counsel Robert Mueller’s 
investigation into Russian med¬ 
dling in the 2016 U.S. election. 



Sakchai Lalit/AP 


Alexander Kirillov, left rear, arrives at the immigration detention 
center in February. 


Use of bear at Russian 
soccer game criticized 


Associated Press 

MOSCOW — Animal rights 
groups have condemned the use 
of a bear that performed before a 
Russian soccer match. 

The routine happened before 
a third-division match Sunday in 
the city of Pyatigorsk. TV foot¬ 
age from the game showed the 
animal being led to the Mashuk- 
KMV Pyatigorsk club’s stadium, 
clapping at spectators. 

The bear, named Tima, also 
held the ball before handing it 
over to the referee. 

The stadium’s announcer 
claimed that the bear will take 
part in the World Cup’s opening 
ceremony in Moscow in June, 
but soccer authorities haven’t 
confirmed that. The club’s man¬ 


ager says the bear was borrowed 
from a circus. 

The New York-based World 
Animal Protection group con¬ 
demned the stunt Monday, say¬ 
ing it’s clear from the footage 
that “cruel training methods 
have been used” on the bear. 

Rustam Dudov, manager of 
the Mashuk club which arranged 
for the bear to perform, told the 
Sport Express newspaper Mon¬ 
day that the bear was borrowed 
from a traveling circus that ap¬ 
proached the club suggesting 
that the bear perform before the 
game. 

Dudov said the Russian 
Football Union approved the 
performance. 



FC Angusht Nazran, YouTube/AP 


A bear performs before a Russian Second League soccer match in 
Pyatigorsk, Russia, on Sunday. 


‘Body’ found 
in Germany is 
headless doll 

Associated Press 

BERLIN — An apparent head¬ 
less body that prompted a mqjor 
police operation in southern Ger¬ 
many has turned out to be a doll. 

Police in Baden-Wuerttemberg 
state said a passer-by spotted 
what appeared to be a clothed but 
headless corpse covered in blood 
lying by a stream in Remstal, 
near Stuttgart, late Monday. 

Officers cordoned off the sus¬ 
pected crime scene, and fire¬ 
fighters were called to retrieve 
the body, which was lying in an 
inaccessible place. 

In a statement Tuesday, police 
said that only after firefighters 
reached the site were they able 
to determine that it was, in fact, 
a doll. 
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Archaeologists dig up 1,000-year-old treasure 



Photos by Stefan Sauer, dpa/AP 


Medieval jewelry and coins are displayed after amateur archaeologists 
discovered the silver treasure near Schaprode on the German island 



Hobby archaeologist Rene Schoen, left, and Luca Malaschnitschenko, 


Silver coins, jewelry 
found on German 
island of Ruegen 

By Kirsten Grieshaber 
Associated Press 

BERLIN—Hundreds of 1,000- 
year-old silver coins, rings, pearls 
and bracelets linked to the era of 
Danish King Harald Gormsson 
have been found on the German 
island of Ruegen in the Baltic 
Sea. 

A single silver coin was first 
found in January by two amateur 
archaeologists, one of them a 13- 
year-old boy, in a field near the 
village of Schaprode. The state 
archaeology office then became 
involved and the entire treasure 
was uncovered by experts over 
the weekend, the Mecklenburg- 
West Pomerania state archaeol¬ 
ogy office said Monday. 

“It’s the biggest trove of such 
coins in the southeastern Baltic 
region,” the statement said. 

The office said the two ama¬ 
teur archeologists were asked to 
keep quiet about their discovery 
to give professionals time to plan 


of Ruegen in the Baltic Sea. 

the dig and were then invited to 
participate in the recovery. 

“This was the (biggest) discov¬ 
ery of my life,” hobby archaeolo¬ 
gist Rene Schoen told the German 
news agency dpa. 

Schoen said he and Luca Malas¬ 
chnitschenko, 13, were using 
metal detectors on the field near 


Schaprode when Luca found a lit¬ 
tle piece that he initially thought 
was only aluminum garbage. But 
when they cleaned it, they under¬ 
stood it was more precious. 

Archaeologists said about 100 
of the silver coins are probably 
from the reign of Harald Gorms¬ 
son, better known as “Harald 


13, search for coins. 

Bluetooth,” who lived in the 10th 
century and introduced Christi¬ 
anity to Denmark. 

He was one of the last Viking 
kings of what is now Denmark, 
northern Germany, southern 
Sweden and parts of Norway. 

His nickname came from the 
fact he had a dead tooth that 
looked bluish, but it’s now best 


known for the wireless Bluetooth 
technology invented by Swedish 
telecom company Ericsson. The 
company named the technol¬ 
ogy, developed to wirelessly unite 
computers with cellular devices, 
after him for his ability to unite 
ancient Scandinavia. 

The technology logo carries the 
runic letters for his initials, HB. 


Boko Haram extremists 
hamper polio eradication 



Sunday Alamba/AP 


A health official administers a polio vaccine to children at a camp for people displaced 
by Islamist extremists in Maiduguri, Nigeria. The Boko Haram extremist group has 
disrupted efforts to eradicate polio in Nigeria. 


By Haruna Umar 
AND Krista Larson 
Associated Press 

MAIDUGURI, Nigeria — Islamic ex¬ 
tremists made Imana Alhaji Gana’s village 
in northeastern Nigeria too dangerous for 
health workers to vaccinate against polio. 
Now that she and her family have fled to a 
displacement camp, those workers want to 
catch her children in time. 

Here in the camps housing thousands of 
families seeking safety from the extrem¬ 
ists, health teams are going from tent to 
tent, inoculating youngsters against the 
disease that withers limbs and disables 
children for life. 

At first, Gana was afraid to let the out¬ 
reach workers vaccinate her baby. Eventu¬ 
ally they persuaded her that the 3-week-old 
child is not too young for immunization, 
which can take place as early as the day 
of birth. 

The complicated fight against polio is yet 
another way the Nigeria-based extremist 
group Boko Haram has disrupted life in 
the northeast, leaving children vulnerable 
to an entirely preventable disease. 

“When such children come to the camps 
or host communities they become a threat 
to other children,” said Almai Some, the 
field coordinator in Bomo state for the vac¬ 
cination campaign run by Rotary. 

Some of the families arriving are from 
areas where polio vaccinators have not 
been able to visit for as long as six years. 

Boko Haram’s insurgency began in Mai¬ 
duguri, Borno state’s capital, but its reach 
has expanded beyond Nigeria’s borders to 
neighboring Niger, Chad and Cameroon. 
Its violence has proved to be a m^or set¬ 


back to the international campaign against 
polio. 

Nigeria is one of just three countries 
where polio is endemic and has not been 
eliminated, along with Pakistan and Af¬ 
ghanistan. The final phase to wipe out polio 
is “proving to be extraordinarily difficult” 
because “the polio virus is surviving de¬ 
spite all the good work and in the face of 
everything that is being thrown at it,” said 
a WHO-appointed monitoring group at the 
end of last year. 

In Nigeria, there is little or no surveil¬ 
lance data in Borno state, and “unless 
there is a breakthrough to reach those 
areas in Borno, the entire polio (eradica¬ 
tion) program is at risk,” said the monitor¬ 
ing group. Nigeria had other outbreaks last 
year including cholera, hepatitis, monkey¬ 
pox, Lassa and yellow fever, showing the 
challenges to the country’s health care sys¬ 
tem. Globally, the campaign to eradicate 
polio has been faced with outbreaks last 
year in nonendemic countries like Congo 
and Syria. 

The World Health Organization had 
declared Nigeria polio-free in September 
2015 after it went a year without any new 
cases. But in 2016 — after two years with 
no cases — fresh polio cases broke out 
in three locations in Borno state. No new 
cases were reported in Nigeria in 2017 or 
so far this year. 

Now the WHO says it will be spending 
$127 million toward eradicating polio in 
Nigeria between 2018 and 2019. Rotary’s 
program is helping that effort by targeting 
some 2.1 million children in 24 accessible 
local governments. But there are still three 
areas in Bomo state that are not included 
because of ongoing instability: Kala-Balge, 
Marte and Abadam. For those unreach¬ 


able areas, the vaccinators train Nigerian 
soldiers to administer the vaccines. 

In a few cases, villagers have reported 
being threatened by Boko Haram fighters 
to avoid the polio vaccine. And in 2013 a 
number of vaccinators were attacked and 
killed by the extremists, leading some of 
their colleagues to disguise their vaccine 
carriers or hide them under their hijabs. 

In addition to the threat posed by Boko 
Haram, some communities are still fearful 
of the polio vaccine after years of misinfor¬ 
mation that it can cause sterility and other 
health problems. 

“Many people now accept the vaccine 


against polio, but there are still more cases 
of rejections here and there and we are 
doing our best to tackle them,” said Digma 
Zubairu, district head in Shehuri-North. 

Falmata Kolo, a 21-year-old volunteer 
with Rotary’s outreach program Polio Plus, 
said she works to reassure people that the 
vaccinations are safe. 

“I also tell them should your child con¬ 
tract polio and grow up to understand that 
his or her parent had a chance to prevent 
the disease but failed, the child would never 
forgive the parents,” she said. “This kind 
of message actually spurs many mothers to 
offer their kids for the vaccine.” 
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Latest US deficit binge paves way for next one 


By Damian Paletta 
AND Erica Werner 

The Washington Post 


ANALYSIS 


By 2022, the U.S. government 
is projected to spend almost as 
much money on interest pay¬ 
ments for its massive debt as it 
will on the Pentagon, more than 
$600 billion every year. 

The spiraling expense under¬ 
scores a frightening reality in 
Washington: President Donald 
Trump and Congress have not 
only massively expanded the U.S. 

government’s 
debt, they have 
broken free of 
multiple guard¬ 
rails intended to 
keep budgets balanced, freeing 
future lawmakers to further ex¬ 
pand the yawning gap between 
what the government takes in and 
what is spends. 

The latest increase has come at 
a time when Republicans control 
the White House and Congress, 
cementing a GOP indifference 
to balancing the budget despite 
making deficit reduction their 
rhetorical north star during the 
Obama administration. 

“There’s no serious effort on 
either the Republican or Demo¬ 
cratic side to address it, and the 
president’s not for it,” Sen. Lamar 
Alexander, R-Tenn., said. “So if 
the president’s not for it, it’s not 
going to happen.” 

Now this borrowing binge ap¬ 
pears impossible to reverse, 
despite a growing global prosper¬ 
ity that has prompted leaders of 
other m^or economies to shrink 
deficits that expanded during the 
recession a decade ago. Global 
finance ministers are scheduled 
to meet this week in Washington, 
and some visiting officials are ex¬ 
pected to try to isolate the U.S.’s 
debt-binge approach as a danger¬ 
ous outlier. 


In February, Congress passed 
a $1.3 trillion spending bill that 
shredded caps erected in 2010. 
They also waived the debt limit 
for the 15th time in the past 10 
years. 

In December, Republicans 
overrode unanimous Democratic 
opposition to pass a tax cut pro¬ 
jected to add more than $1 trillion 
in deficit spending as the GOP 
used a shell budget resolution and 
waived the federal law meant to 
prevent cuts like this from ever 
taking place. 

During the debate, they tor¬ 
pedoed a provision that would 
have triggered an automatic tax 
increase if rosy economic growth 
projections did not materialize. 

To be sure. Democrats and Re¬ 
publicans have both done more to 
expand the deficit than contract 
it, as they have found it easier to 
spend money than to cut it. The 
parties focus on short-term goals 
and winning elections, punting 
difficult decisions about the debt, 
military budgets or social welfare 
programs. 

Rising interest rates could ex¬ 
pedite this reckoning, lawmakers 
from both parties believe, but it 
is not expected to be a focus for 
either party heading into the No¬ 
vember midterm elections that 
are shaping up to be a referen¬ 
dum on Trump’s governance. 

On Thursday, the House of 
Representatives failed to advance 
a halfhearted amendment to the 
U.S. Constitution that would have 
required Congress to balance its 
budget. 

“Everybody on this floor knows 
this is all pretend,” Rep. Jim Jor¬ 
dan, R-Ohio, said on the House 
floor during the vote. 

The previous day. Speaker of 
the House Paul Ryan, R-Wis., 
once considered by the GOP to be 
the pied piper of fiscal responsi¬ 


bility despite having championed 
the deficit-busting tax law, said 
he was retiring. 

Trump, meanwhile, has paid 
little heed to any warnings about 
fiscal recklessness. He has em¬ 
braced higher deficits through 
tax cuts, but his senior advisers 
have blamed the swollen spend¬ 
ing on Congress’s inability to plan 
ahead. Members of Congress 
have blamed the White House’s 
unwillingness to take the lead, 
and House Republicans have 
blamed the Senate for failing to 
vote on their bills. 

While all sides blame each 
other, the federal government ran 
deficits in excess of $200 billion 
in both February and March, the 
only time this has happened in 
consecutive months in American 
history. 

The consequences are 
immense. 

This year, the government is 
projected to spend $316 billion on 
interest payments for its debt. In 
2022, those costs will rise to $643 
billion, far surpassing the gov¬ 
ernment’s Medicaid budget. 

In times of economic strength, 
such as now, deficits tend to con¬ 
tract, with emergency spending 
measures rolling off the federal 
balance sheet and coffers flush 
with tax receipts. 

The White House and Congress 
have taken a much different ap¬ 
proach in the past 16 months, com¬ 
mitting to more than $1 trillion in 
future spending and slashing tax 
rates across the board. They are 
betting big that economic growth 
alone will solve future problems, 
though they lack any backup plan 
if that promise eludes them. 

If there is an economic down¬ 
turn, the debt will spike even fast¬ 
er, because the United States will 
be forced to borrow even more 
money to pay for things such as 


expanded unemployment bene¬ 
fits, food stamps and other safety 
net programs. 

A small but vocal group of 
progressive economists insists 
debt fears are overblown, argu¬ 
ing the resources to pay it down 
are readily available. From Con¬ 
gress’ mainstream Democrats all 
the way to its most conservative 
members, there is broad agree¬ 
ment the spiraling deficit is a 
mqjor problem. 

Republicans often complain 
the only way to corral the budget 
is by restricting future spending 
in Medicare, Medicaid and Social 
Security, but Democrats often 
believe that is just an attempt to 
hollow out programs that are de¬ 
signed to help the elderly and the 
poor. This lack of trust has led 
both parties to effectively aban¬ 
don any pretense to make chang¬ 
es, something Trump solidified 
during the campaign when he de¬ 
clared cuts to them off limits. 

The government will spend 
$1.7 trillion on Medicare and So¬ 
cial Security this year, account¬ 
ing for 41 percent of all federal 
spending. 

“In the longer term, both par¬ 
ties, Republicans and Democrats, 
are going to have to find a way 
together to save those programs 
for the long term,” House Ways 
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and Means Committee Chairman 
Kevin Brady, R-Texas, said. “It’s 
got to be thoughtful and deliber¬ 
ate, and we’re going to have to do 
it together.” 

Based on some measures, the 
government now has $21 trillion 
in debt. 

The Congressional Budget Of¬ 
fice projects the Trump admin¬ 
istration will spend $981 billion 
more than it brings in through 
revenue next year, and that gap 
— called the deficit — will eclipse 
$1 trillion in perpetuity by 2020. 
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available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 
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AMERICAN ROUNDUP 


THE CENSUS 

9 The number of tornadoes that survey teams with the National Weather Service have confirmed so far from the severe storms 
that hit Arkansas on Friday and Saturday. The two strongest tornadoes were both rated EF2. One hit Mountainburg in north¬ 
western Arkansas while the other struck Montrose in the southern part of the state. EFl tornadoes were confirmed in Lavaca, 
Ozone, Gamaliel, Umpire, Crossett and southwestern Ashley County. An EFO tornado was confirmed in Oppelo. 



Tim Tai, The Philadelphia Inquirer/AP 

Strumming on the shore 

Johnny Douglas plays his guitar amid trash dumped on the Delaware River shore Saturday in Philadelphia. 



Police: Man asks about 
beer theft, learns of jail 

PI SEBASTIAN — A Flor- 
r L ida man asked the store 
clerk, “What would happen if I 
stole some beer?” 

Police said Christopher Max¬ 
well soon found out. 

Sebastian police told TCPalm. 
com that Maxwell, 33, entered 
a convenience store at 2:30 a.m. 
Friday but was told he couldn’t 
buy beer because alcohol sales 
are banned in the city between 
1 and 7 a.m. In response to Max¬ 
well’s question, the clerk replied 
she would call 911. Maxwell still 
allegedly grabbed two 18-packs 
of Bud Light and left. The clerk 
did as she said. 

Police found Maxwell nearby, 
and allege he struggled when they 
tried to arrest him. He was jailed 
on charges of petty theft and bat¬ 
tery on a police officer. 

Student saves woman 
after learning Heimlich 

m COVENTRY — A Rhode 
Island high school student 
who used the Heimhch maneuver 
to save a choking woman said he 
had learned the hfesaving tech¬ 
nique in class just days earher. 

Scott Albanesa, 18, said it was 
“incredibly lucky” that he knew 
what to do when the woman start¬ 
ed choking last month at the Cov¬ 
entry restaurant where he works. 

He told WPRI-TV he learned 
the Heimlich in an elective course 
called “Lifesaver.” He said his 
teacher acknowledged she had 
never needed to use the technique 
despite teaching it for years. 

Albanesa said he plans to study 
nursing in college. 

Pizza worker slapped 
after delivery failed 

ROCK HILL — Police 
said a South Carolina 
man is accused of slapping a 
pizza worker after demanding a 
free pie. 

News outlets reported the em¬ 
ployee told police that Kenneth 
Wayne Baker Jr., 35, came into 
a Domino’s store in Rock Hill on 
April 11, said his pizza had not 
been delivered and told workers 
he wanted a free replacement. 

When the worker told Baker 
the new pizza would cost money, 
the man allegedly slapped the 
worker. The employee, who was 
not charged, punched the man 
back before he fled. 

Police found Baker at a motel 
and arrested him for assault and 
battery. They later learned he was 
wanted on arrest warrants. 

Student seeks ‘bracott’ 
to protest dress code 

PI BRADENTON — A 
r L Florida high school 
student who triggered an inter¬ 
national discussion on whether 
women should have to wear bras 
encouraged girls to go braless to 
protest dress codes she said are 
unfairly strict for girls. 

The Bradenton Herald report¬ 
ed Lizzy Martinez’s “bracott” 
would take place at Braden River 
High on Monday, according to 
Twitter posts from her account. 


Martinez encouraged her female 
classmates to arrive to school bra¬ 
less to send a message to school 
administrators that requiring the 
undergarment is sexist. 

On April 2, Martinez didn’t 
wear a bra and said school ad¬ 
ministrators told her to cover 
her nipples because they were 
distracting her classmates. The 
dress code doesn’t specifically 
address bras. 

Police: Brawl at Sikh 
temple leaves 4 injured 

I N greenwood — Pohce 

1 said a brawl at a Sikh tem¬ 
ple in suburban Indianapolis left 
four people with minor injuries. 

Greenwood Assistant Police 
Chief Matthew Fillenwarth said 
police and medics responded 
Sunday to a fight involving about 
150 people at the Gurdwara Sikh 
temple in the city just south of 
Indianapolis. 

He told WISH-TV the alterca¬ 
tion began as there was a change 
of leadership within the temple 
that he said happens every two 
years. 

Fillenwarth said four people 
suffered minor injuries and were 
taken to a hospital and would be 
questioned by police. 


Woman arrested after 
man killed with rock 

iC OKLAHOMA CITY 
bV — Authorities in Okla¬ 
homa City said a woman was 
booked on a murder complaint on 
suspicion that she hurled a large 
rock that killed a man. 

Oklahoma City police Sgt. Gary 
Knight said Monday that Roselina 
Elizabeth Starr, 32, was arrested 
on a first-degree murder com¬ 
plaint following the death of Gary 
Wayne Evans, 61, on Saturday. 

Knight said Evans was inside 
his Oklahoma City home when 
Starr, his son’s girlfriend, be¬ 
came upset and began hurling 
large rocks through a window. 
Police said one of the rocks struck 
Evans and he was taken to a hos¬ 
pital, where he died. 

Firehouse hosts prom 
photos during blizzard 

H/l ly FOREST LAKE 
I w 1 — Firefighters came 
to the rescue for a group of Min¬ 
nesota high school students when 
a blizzard struck during their 
prom. 

The Forest Lake Fire De¬ 
partment opened its firehouse 


for three hours Saturday so the 
students could pose for prom 
pictures. 

With as much as 15 inches of 
snow in the forecast, the students 
couldn’t take photos outside. 

Man found dead in car 
in police parking lot 

A I MIDFIELD — Authori- 
ties in Alabama are 
investigating after a dead man 
was found in a vehicle in a police 
department’s parking lot. 

A Jefferson County Sheriff’s 
Office news release says deputies 
were called to the Midfield Police 
Department to investigate the re¬ 
port of a deceased person in the 
car in the parking lot Friday. 

Initial information showed the 
driver of the vehicle met with the 
victim to purchase marijuana. 
The victim told the driver to pull 
the vehicle to the dead end of an 
avenue. The driver said an un¬ 
known person walked up and shot 
the victim. The driver then drove 
to the police department for help. 

Newborn baby found in 
duffel bag left on porch 

ly I TRENTON — Authori¬ 
ty 3 ties are seeking the 


mother of a newborn boy who was 
found in a duffel bag left on the 
porch of a home in New Jersey’s 
capital city. 

Trenton police said the child 
wasn’t more than 2 days old when 
it was found Sunday. The boy was 
taken to a hospital for an evalua¬ 
tion and appeared to be in good 
health. 

He will remain in the care of 
state child welfare officials. 

Casino is penalized 
for underage gambler 

I A COUNCIL BLUFFS — 
uw\ Officials said the Hard 
Rock Hotel & Casino in Sioux 
City has agreed to pay a $20,000 
penalty for letting an underage 
person gamble. 

The casino’s agreement with 
the Iowa Racing and Gaming 
Commission says a security offi¬ 
cer didn’t check the 20-year-old 
woman’s identification on Nov. 
21. She was a year younger than 
Iowa’s legal gambling age of 21. 
She walked the casino floor and 
played two slot machines. 

The Sioux City Journal reported 
that the woman left after refusing 
to show her ID to another casino 
employee who asked to see it. 

From wire reports 
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zNDANCE CANNOl 


the world war II FOUNDATION PRESENTS THE 2 018 


BAND OF BROTHERS 

- ACTORS REUNION - 


NORMANDIE 

WORLD I 

WAR! 


( INTERNATIONAL 

FILM 

FESTIVAL 


SAINTE-MARIE-DU-MONT & CARENTAN • FRANCE * 1-4 JUNE 2018 


The Normandie WWII International Film 
Festival is the only film festival in the 
world featuring the latest WWI I content 
only, from feature films to shorts. 

The fourth annual Band of Brothers 
actors reunion will be hosted by famed 
British actor David McCallum (The 
Great Escape, Colditz, The Man From 
U.N.C.LE.), and will feature a red carpet 
event, Q&A sessions, signings and more. 


f ^ORLD 
WAR II 

FOUNDATION 


AWARD-WINNING DOCUMENTARY 
FILMS THAT EDUCATE, PRESERVE, 
HONOR & INSPIRE 
-★ ★ ★- 

“...the window is rapidly closing to preserve 
their personal stories for future generations.” 


FULL DETAILS AND TICKETS AVAILABLE AT: 

WWW.WWIIFOUNDATION.ORC/EVENTS/FILM 
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Well suited 


Colman Domingo a good fit for Tear the Walking Dead 


By Rick Bentley 
Tribune News Service 

I t might seem extremely weird that in a world 
where every second of the day is spent in a fight 
for survival, there would be time for laughter. 
That has been the case with Colman Domingo 
during the filming of several episodes of the AMC 
series “Fear the Walking Dead.” 

“I will ask the other cast members if they think 
my character of Victor Strand would ever be caught 
dressed in dirty, second-hand clothes,” Domingo 
says with a laugh. 

During the three seasons of the series inspired by 
AMC’s monster hit “The Walking Dead,” Domingo’s 
character was more comfortable in fancy suits in his 
pre-zombie apoca¬ 
lypse life as a medic. Running from 
One of the things hoe 

Domingo liked about ZOmoieS nas 

the character when madG th© 

he was introduced 

in season one was CharaCtCr acljUSt 

he had amassed the hiS Wardrobe 
kind of great wealth Rut 

that makes it easy SCieClIOns. DUl, 
to buy expensive what’S insidC the 

clothes, fancy homes wMl-illff thp 

and boats. There is Wearing me 

also something very suits has changed 
pleasing to Domingo ■ c|:«u*|v 

about playing a char- oniy Sllgniiy. 

acter who has more 

knowledge of the outbreak than most people, plus an 
understanding of how it manifests itself. 

Running from zombies — and all the other po¬ 
tentially fatal possibilities that face Strand and the 
other survivors — has made the character adjust 
his wardrobe selections. But, what’s inside the man 
wearing the suits has changed only slightly. Domin¬ 
go likes that Strand remains a man of mystery, never 
revealing enough to the viewers to decide whether 
he’s a good guy or bad guy. 

“There will be new characters this season that 
will change things. This season there will be a lot 
of dealing with redemption,” Domingo says. As to 
whether more will be revealed about Strand being 


a good guy, bad guy or somewhere in the middle, 
all that can be said is that the actor loves that these 
kinds of questions are being asked. 

Joining the cast for the fourth season are Garret 
Dillahunt as John Dorie, Jenna Elfman as Naomi 
and Maggie Grace as Althea. The biggest addition 
is Lennie James — who played Morgan on “The 
Walking Dead” — bringing his character to 
the mix. This is the first official connection 
between the two AMC shows. 

Domingo stresses the changes will be 
a plus for the series, something that 
makes him very happy because he en¬ 
joys playing Strand. He says that not 
only is it a great character to play, but 
“Fear the Walking Dead” has given 
him more exposure than anything 
he’s done in film, TV or on stage. 

The Philadelphia-born actor has 
been working for years including 
impressive movie credits includ¬ 
ing “Selma,” “Lee Daniels’ The 
Butler,” “True Crime,” “The 
Birth of a Nation” and “Lincoln.” 

He will direct his first feature 
film with “City on Fire.” 

Small-screen work for Do¬ 
mingo includes “Timeless,” 

“American Dad” and the series 
he calls “an incredible experi¬ 
ence” in “The Knick.” Showing 
he can play an assortment of 
characters, Domingo was cast 
to play Father Frank Lawrence 
on “Lucifer.” 

“Fear the Walking Dead” is the kind 
of show that turns actors into celebrities 
because of the passionate followers. Domingo 
understands that kind of passion because that’s 
the way he feels about working in theater. Not only 
has Domingo rolled up more theater credits than 
you can shake a zombie at, the musical he co-wrote 
about Donna Summer aptly called “Summer: The 
Donna Summer Musical” will open later this year 
on Broadway. 

If there’s ever a musical version of “Fear the 
Walking Dead,” Domingo will be ready. 


Colman Domingo says his “Fear the Walking Dead” character has brought him more 
recognition than anything else he’s done in film, television or on stage. “Fear the Walking 
Dead” airs Mondays on AFN-Spectrum. ins 


Beyonce pledges $100K in scholarships to black colleges 


From wire services 

After making history as the first black 
woman to headline Coachella, Beyonce 
has expanded the scholarship program she 
launched last year with new donations to 
four traditionally black universities. 

Through her BeyGOOD philanthropic 
initiative, the pop star has established the 
Homecoming Scholars Award program, 
which will award $100,000 in scholarships 
to Xavier, Wilberforce, Tuskegee and Bet- 
hune-Cookman universities. 

“We salute the rich legacy of Historically 
Black Colleges and Universities,” said Ivy 
McGregor, director of philanthropy and 
corporate relations at Parkwood Enter¬ 
tainment, which houses BeyGOOD. “We 
honor all institutions of higher learning for 
maintaining culture and creating environ¬ 
ments for optimal learning, which expands 
dreams and the seas of possibilities for 
students.” 

The singer established the program in 


2017 to mark the one-year anniversary of 
her 2016 visual album, “Lemonade.” 

While last year’s Formation Scholars 
Awardspotlightedyoungwomen,theHome- 
coming program isn’t gender-specific. 

Quirky ‘Night Court’ actor 
Harry Anderson dies at 65 

Harry Anderson, the actor best known 
for playing an off-the-wall 
judge working the night 
shift of a Manhattan court 
room in the television com¬ 
edy series “Night Court,” 
was found dead in his 
North Carolina home Mon¬ 
day. Anderson was 65. 

On “Night Court,” An¬ 
derson played Judge Harry 
T. Stone, a young jurist who professed his 
love for singer Mel Torme, actress Jean 
Harlow, magic tricks and art-deco ties. 


He also starred in the series “Dave’s 
World” and appeared on “Cheers” as con 
man Harry “The Hat” Gittes. 

Khloe Kardashian’s baby 
named True Thompson 

Khloe Kardashian and Cleveland Cava¬ 
liers player Tristan Thompson have named 
their new addition True. 

The April 12 birth came amid a torrent 
of tabloid speculation about the couple after 
surveillance video showed the basketball 
star making out with other women. True 
Thompson, who weighed in at 6 pounds, 
13 ounces and measured 21 inches, is 
Thompson’s second child and the first for 
Kardashian. 

Kardashian said in announcing the birth 
online that True has “completely stolen our 
hearts.” She said she and Thompson are 
“overwhelmed with LOVE.” 

The “Keeping Up with the Kardashians” 


star has long talked about her desire to be 
a mother. 

Prosecutor wants Meek Mill’s 
drug, gun convictions tossed 

Rapper Meek Mill’s drug and gun con¬ 
victions should be thrown out and he 
should be granted a new trial, prosecu¬ 
tors said in court Monday. Judge Genece 
Brinkley refused to free him on bail after 
the announcement from the Philadelphia 
district attorney’s office during a hearing. 
She scheduled another hearing in June. 

Mill was sentenced in November to two 
to four years in prison for violating proba¬ 
tion on a roughly decade-old gun and drug 
case. Attorney Brian McMonagle said they 
will reach out to a higher court to get him 
released. Spokesman Ben Waxman said 
the prosecutor’s office agreed to support a 
new trial “due to questions of credibility of 
the arresting officer.” 



Anderson 
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OPINION 

‘Mission Accomplished’ in Syria is possible 


By James Stavridis 

Bloomberg View 

I understand what President Donald 
Trump was trying to express in his 
now-famous “Mission Accomplished” 
tweet Saturday. And in fairness, in the 
military we often do use that expression to 
convey the success of a tactical task. 

But he should have understood the 
echoes of President George W. Bush’s ap¬ 
pearance under a now-infamous banner 
on a carrier deck after the invasion of Iraq 
that turned out to be anything but a mis¬ 
sion accomplished. And, unfortunately, the 
weekend’s airstrikes didn’t come near ac¬ 
complishing the broader strategic mission 
ahead of us in Syria. 

What the strikes (conducted jointly with 
two other close allies, France and Britain) 
did do was damage the Syrian regime’s 
chemical weapons research, production 
and storage facilities. They were executed 
flawlessly at the tactical level, and kudos to 
the operational forces involved, especially 
the planners at U.S. Central Command in 
Tampa, Fla. (Secretary of Defense Jim 
Mattis’ old command). 

But here is what it did not do: totally de¬ 
stroy Syria’s chemical weapons stockpiles; 
knock out Bashar Assad’s ability to produce 
more nerve agents or rebuild the capabil¬ 
ity to do so; reduce the regime’s ability to 
transport the chemical weapons by road, 
rail or air; degrade or destroy the means 
of delivery (Syria’s 250-plane air force); or 
knock out the government’s command and 
control system. 

All those actions would have been per¬ 
missible under international law. But the 
U.S. wisely decided to conduct a more 
measured attack (although it was roughly 
double the level of last year’s strike that 
used only Tomahawk missiles). By opting 
for a relatively constrained assault, Mattis 
and the president chose a course of action 
that allows further escalation if neces¬ 
sary, had a minimal risk to U.S. personnel, 
avoided direct confrontation with Russia 
or Iran, and minimized collateral damage 


to Syrian forces. 

But the question hangs in the air like the 
smoke over the impact zones on Saturday 
morning: What if Assad doesn’t stop? What 
would the next strike look like, and what 
are the additional risks? 

Operationally, the next logical step in 
the ladder of escalation would include the 
following elements: 

■ A diplomatic campaign to enlist many 
more allied participants (NATO being 
the obvious core group, but potentially 
including Sunni Arab states and maybe 
Australia). 

■ Prepositioning at least one and possi¬ 
bly two U.S. aircraft carriers in the eastern 
Mediterranean or Arabian Gulf 

■ A mqjor cyberattack to knock out por¬ 
tions of the Syrian electric grid and com¬ 
mand and control stations. 

■ An opening salvo of missiles to destroy 
Syrian air defenses. 

■ Manned aircraft from bases across the 
Middle East, Europe and the U.S. conduct¬ 
ing a multiday campaign with dozens of 
targets. 

■ Mqjor intelligence assets — CIA and 
Special Forces on the ground — focused on 
the region for battle damage assessment 
and enabling precision targeting. 

This scenario would be much riskier 
than what we saw this past weekend for 
several reasons. 

First, it would put allied air crews in 
range of Syrian and Russian air defenses, 
potentially leading to prisoners of war and 
casualties. Second, it would increase the 
number of nations involved on the allied 
side, complicating operations consider¬ 
ably. Third, it would bring to a full halt 
the (very imperfect) peace negotiations 
underway. Fourth and most dangerously, 
it would probably bring the U.S. and Rus¬ 
sia into a direct military confrontation — it 
would be very difficult to avoid some level 
of Russian collateral damage if the coali¬ 
tion chose to go after Syrian airplanes, as 
they are increasingly intertwined with the 
Russians. 

The U.S. has a handful of strategic ob¬ 


jectives in Syria. At the top of the list is 
continuing to seize territory from the so- 
called Islamic State and reduce the terror¬ 
ists’ reach and threat to America. Second 
is to enforce the important international 
norm against using weapons of mass de¬ 
struction. Third, the region faces a real 
threat from Iranian expansionism, and 
for the U.S. to disengage would put at risk 
partners such as Israel, Saudi Arabia and 
the other Gulf States. 

At the humanitarian level, we should 
also be doing what we can, over time, to 
reduce the sheer human misery of Syria, 
where 500,000 are dead and well over 
10 million have been pushed out of their 
homes. These are real and important stra¬ 
tegic objectives. 

One hopes Assad got the message and 
will refrain from using chemical weapons 
on his own people. But, as the saying goes, 
hope is not a strategy. An actual strategy 
would see the U.S. remain engaged in 
Syria with up to 5,000 troops (currently 
there are around 2,000 — which is a far, far 
cry from the 150,000 under my command 
in Afghanistan just a few years ago). The 
allies would also push on Russia’s econom¬ 
ic weaknesses — Moscow doesn’t have the 
money to rebuild Syria under Assad — to 
force real negotiations, under United Na¬ 
tions auspices, on a diplomatic resolution. 
A good model is the Balkans of 20 years 
ago, when Russia eventually became part 
of the solution. 

The U.S. has to find the balance in Syria 
between limited hard power (small num¬ 
bers of ground troops. Special Forces, of¬ 
fensive cyber, long-range precision strikes) 
and soft power (diplomacy, economic in¬ 
centives, coalition-building to share costs, 
strategic messaging). A pair of well-ex¬ 
ecuted airstrikes is a long, long way from 
“mission accomplished.” We’ve got more 
work to do in Syria. 

James Stavridis is a Bloomberg columnist. He is 
a retired U.S. Navy admiral and former military 
commander of NATO, and dean of the Fletcher 
School of Law and Diplomacy at Tufts University. 


Strikes don’t improve outlook for Syrian civilians 


By John M. Crisp 

Tribune News Service 

T he video of the aftermath of 
Bashar Assad’s recent chemical 
attack on his own people displayed 
gruesome images that would chal¬ 
lenge even the most committed pacifist to 
look the other way. 

President Donald Trump’s options 
were extremely limited. Between care¬ 
fully calibrated airstrikes on one hand and 
the robust military action that would be 
necessary to depose Assad on the other, 
virtually no other possibilities presented 
themselves. 

So on Friday night. Trump chose air¬ 
strikes. In coordination with Britain and 
France, more than 100 missiles were 
launched at a few Syrian targets that were 
involved in Assad’s production of chemical 
weapons. 

That was risky. Russia, a nuclear power, 
had threatened to respond to any attack, 
and it had the military assets in the area to 
do so. The accidental deaths of Russian or 
Iranian military personnel would have had 
unpredictable consequences. 

But Saturday morning The New York 
Times was reporting a “palpable sense of 
relief” in Moscow. None of its interests in 
Syria had been affected, relieving Russia 
of an obligation to retaliate. On the same 
page the Times reported that the “Penta¬ 
gon Declares Syria Strikes Successful.” 
Trump tweeted, “Mission Accomplished!” 
It was the perfect limited strike. It did 


not spark a wider conflict. Casualties were 
minimal. The strike’s modest goals provid¬ 
ed Moscow and Tehran an opportunity to 
back down gracefully from their rhetoric. 
Trump has an opportunity to brag. And 
Americans who were justifiably horri¬ 
fied by the images of children gasping for 
breath can comfort themselves with the 
consolation that at least we did something. 

But, really, nothing has changed. Assad’s 
chemical weapons capacity may have suf¬ 
fered a setback, but Lt. Gen. Kenneth 
McKenzie, the Pentagon’s Joint Staff di¬ 
rector, concedes that “there’s still a resid¬ 
ual element of the Syrian program that’s 
out there. I’m not going to say that they’re 
going to be unable to continue to conduct a 
chemical attack in the future.” 

By Saturday morning an unverified 
video was released showing Assad, in suit 
and tie and briefcase in hand, going to 
work as usual. 

Of course. Our faith in the effectiveness 
of limited airstrikes like last Friday’s is 
unfounded. Assad is in a fight for his life, 
and the idea that we can teach him a lesson 
that will dissuade him from the future use 
of such weapons is far-fetched. 

Further, Friday’s attack ignores the suf¬ 
fering that can be imposed on innocents 
by conventional weapons that, for some 
reason, don’t raise our moral hackles in 
the way that chemical weapons do. With 
or without chemical weapons, as long as 
the Syrian civil war continues, women and 
children will be burned, crushed, buried 


alive and ripped by shrapnel until Assad 
has reclaimed full control of the country. 

And in some respects, our barely tacti¬ 
cal, nonstrategic attack last Friday merely 
prolongs the suffering by maintaining the 
illusion that we have the power to influ¬ 
ence the state of affairs in this part of the 
Middle East. 

It fails to take into account an unwel¬ 
come but inevitable reality: Iran has won 
this round as the result of a series of events 
that began in March 2003, when the U.S. 
invaded Iraq. At some point the rise of 
Iran became inevitable. It’s too bad that 
the Russians got involved, but our inept in¬ 
terference in the Syrian civil war probably 
made that inevitable, as well. 

In any case, we can hope that the power 
standoff between Shiite Iran and Sunni 
Saudi Arabia will provide enough anxious 
equilibrium and temporary stability to 
stop Assad’s assault on his own people and 
to suck the wind out of Islamic State. 

We have a passing interest in the Kurds 
— I’d advise them not to depend on us too 
much — and certainly an abiding and cru¬ 
cial interest in the security of Israel. 

So this is not the best outcome that we 
could imagine, but it is the one that is in 
place. We’re left with this question: What, 
in our history of intervention in complex 
parts of the world since 1945, led us to be¬ 
lieve that we could have made things turn 
out differently with military force? 

John M.'Crlsp, an op-ed columnist for Tribune 

News Service, lives in Georgetown, Texas. 
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Ryan and Comey played the odds and 


lost 
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By Charles Lane 

The Washington Post 

T hough very different men, soon- 
to-be-former House Speaker 
Paul Ryan, R-Wis., and ousted 
FBI Director James Comey have 
something in common. Both fell prey in 
recent years to the same Washington occu¬ 
pational hazard: reliance on conventional 
wisdom. 

Both made crucial decisions during the 
2016 election year believing, as everyone 
else in town — all the players, all the pun¬ 
dits — that Donald Trump was a cinch to 
lose. 

As Comey confessed to ABC’s George 
Stephanopoulos, he went public with his 
decision to revisit the investigation into 
the former secretary of state’s emails at 
the campaign’s end because “I was operat¬ 
ing in a world where Hillary Clinton was 
going to beat Donald Trump. ... That she’s 
going to be elected president, and if I hide 
this from the American people, she’ll be 
illegitimate the moment she’s elected, the 
moment this comes out.” 

For his part, Ryan spent 2016 getting 
ready for a post-Trump Republican Party 
cleanup operation. Trump’s future chief of 
staff, then-Republican National Commit¬ 
tee chairman Reince Priebus, “told Ryan 
on Election Day that Hillary Clinton would 
win the presidency,” Tim Alberta report¬ 
ed in Politico on April 12, “and Ryan was 
prepared to give a speech soon afterward 
divorcing himself — and the party — from 
Trump once and for all.” 

To repeat: Comey and Ryan were hardly 
alone. You could write a thick book about 
all the important decisions people made 
— on Wall Street, in Washington, around 
the world — because they assumed Clinton 
would win. 

The book would need a lengthy epilogue 


to narrate the scrambling they are still 
doing to cope with the consequences. 

One reason the Republican Congress 
failed to repeal and replace Obamacare 
after January 2017 is that they were an¬ 
ticipating a Democratic White House for 
another four years. Plan A was to keep 
voting for repeal, thus keeping the Repub¬ 
lican voter base happy — as Clinton’s veto 
spared the GOP responsibility for any real- 
world results. They had no Plan B. 

Who knows what Vladimir Putin really 
thinks about anything? But a plausible view 
of his reason for interfering in the U.S. 
election was not to elect Trump, an objec¬ 
tive every expert considered far-fetched, 
but to weaken the likely winner in Novem¬ 
ber, Clinton, whom he had long despised. 

We could go on and on. The main point 
is that politicians and bureaucrats try to 
fine-tune their futures based on overrated 
information — and this is probably inevi¬ 
table. For them to behave otherwise would 
be to admit they’re playthings of history, 
rather than what the typical public official 
thinks he or she is: a leader. 

Leadership, though, is not what Ryan or 
Comey exhibited during 2016, if the defi¬ 
nition of leadership is the capacity to say: 
“Here’s what I’m doing, because I think it’s 
right, and to hell with the consequences.” 

Ryan could not unequivocally denounce 
Trump, full stop, before the election, much 
less lead a GOP resistance. Comey could 
not simply adhere to the FBI’s traditional 
rule of not commenting on pending inves¬ 
tigations and let other people worry about 
the political impact. Both tried to manage 
perceptions instead, to keep their options 
open. 

Right now, strategic decisions are being 
made based on new conventional wisdom, 
which is that Democrats are bound to re¬ 
take the House in 2018. 

This forecast has a lot going for it: A new 


president’s party usually loses seats in his 
first midterm election; Democrats are en¬ 
ergized by opposition to a generally unpop¬ 
ular president they regard, correctly, as a 
serial violator of democratic norms. 

By contrast, Ryan’s retirement, along 
with the retirements of many other main¬ 
stream GOP House members, sends a de¬ 
featist signal. 

And yet: At the end of a week in which 
there was more bad news for Trump, in the 
form of a raid on his lawyer’s office by fed¬ 
eral prosecutors, his approval rating ticked 
up in the latest Washington Post-ABC 
News poll. His average rating in all the 
polls seems unable to dip much below 40 
percent, no matter how badly he behaves. 
Meanwhile, the Democrats’ lead on the ge¬ 
neric congressional ballot in the Post-ABC 


poll shrank to 4 percentage points, just 0.5 
percentage points greater than the margin 
of error. 

Keep a corner of your mind open to this 
possibility: Ryan’s retirement may help the 
GOP, because now the pro-Trump party 
base no longer feels that a vote for the 
party is a vote for a speaker they loathed 
as too soft on immigration. 

“To see what is in front of one’s nose 
needs a constant struggle,” George Orwell 
wrote. And for some time now — at least 
since Trump came down that escalator to 
announce his candidacy on June 16, 2015 
— we have been looking at an America 
where the old political rules do not neces¬ 
sarily apply. 

Charles Lane is a member of The Washington 
Post’s editorial board. 


Libby pardoned for spite, but he deserved it on the merits 


By Stan Crock 

Special to The Washington Post 

P resident Donald Trump’s move 
to pardon Lewis “Scooter” Libby 
was the correct decision — even 
if, as I suspect. Trump acted for 
the wrong reason. 

I worked briefly as a journalistic consul¬ 
tant for Libby’s defense team in 2008; I’ve 
known him socially for years; and I spent 
hours studying the grand jury transcript 
and other documents in the case. My con¬ 
clusion? The left and right had warring 
narratives about the case, both of which 
were flawed. 

The left depicted Libby as the center of 
a White House cabal that outed CIA em¬ 
ployee Valerie Plame because her hus¬ 
band, Joseph C. Wilson, wrote a New York 
Times op-ed criticizing President George 
W. Bush’s Iraq policy. In fact, Richard Ar- 
mitage, the deputy secretary of state who 
often was at odds with the White House, 
leaked Plame’s CIA affiliation to colum¬ 
nist Robert Novak. There was no White 
House cabal. Nor, despite oceans of ink to 
the contrary, was Libby convicted of leak¬ 
ing. He was convicted of saying that NBC 
journalist Tim Russert brought Plame’s 
name up in a conversation when Russert 
and the prosecution said Plame’s name did 
not come up. 

The right viewed Libby as a hero for ad¬ 
mirably taking the fall for the administra¬ 
tion and protecting Vice President Dick 
Cheney, Libby’s original source about 
Plame’s CIA ties. The problem with this 
assessment is that Libby in fact was candid 


At worst, Libby had a 
faulty memory. At best, 
his memory was right. 

But even a faulty memory 
is not perjury. Hence 
Trump did the right thing. 


about Cheney’s role. Grand jury transcripts 
and FBI notes about Libby’s interrogation 
show that he told both the grand jury and 
the FBI that he first learned about Plame 
from Cheney. So much for that coverup. 

So what did happen? Consider the find¬ 
ing of the D.C. Bar’s Office of Disciplinary 
Counsel when Libby sought reinstatement 
of his license to practice law. Normally, 
such a request requires acknowledgment 
of the seriousness of the offense and a 
statement of remorse. Libby acknowledged 
the seriousness of perjury and obstruction 
of justice, but he continued to insist on his 
innocence. 

That assertion required the Disciplin¬ 
ary Counsel to use a much higher standard 
to review the application. But the counsel 
found credible evidence supporting Lib¬ 
by’s innocence. One reason: the recanta¬ 
tion of critical testimony by former New 
York Times reporter Judith Miller. She 
realized that prosecutor Patrick Fitzger¬ 
ald had withheld key information from her, 
and she gave incorrect and damning testi¬ 
mony as a result. 


In addition to that dubious prosecution 
move, Fitzgerald knew early on that Ar- 
mitage was the leaker and that he evident¬ 
ly had not committed a crime (he never 
was charged), presumably because he had 
no criminal intent. That should have ended 
the investigation. But Fitzgerald kept 
going. Fitzgerald also inflamed the jury by 
saying someone could have died because 
of Plame’s outing despite a CIA finding 
that there was no damage to any CIA as¬ 
sets or Plame. 

The prosecution’s theory was that Libby 
lied about Russert bringing up Plame so 
that when he later leaked to Miller and 
Time magazine’s Matt Cooper, Libby would 
not be relying on classified information, 
namely, the information from Cheney. But 
the evidence that Libby lied about his con¬ 
versation with Miller — he denied leaking 
Plame’s name to her — was so bad that the 
judge tossed the charge before it reached 
the jury. And the jury acquitted Libby of 
lying to the FBI about his conversation 
with Cooper. Libby had denied leaking to 
Cooper, and Cooper’s notes supported Lib¬ 
by’s version of the conversation. 

Yet the jury convicted Libby of lying to 
the grand jury and FBI about the conver¬ 
sation with Russert, who said Plame did 
not come up in their brief phone call. So 
the jury convicted Libby of lying to cover 
up crimes he didn’t commit (leaking to 
Cooper and Miller) to protect someone he 
wasn’t protecting (Cheney). Really? 

I asked a juror what Libby’s motive for 
lying was, and the juror said the jury was 
not tasked with finding a motive. But how 
do you distinguish between poor memory 


and lying unless there is a reason to lie? 
You don’t lie to a grand jury or the FBI for 
giggles. 

The presiding judge didn’t allow testi¬ 
mony from memory experts. They would 
have said that memory is not like a vid¬ 
eotape you can just replay. It gets shaped 
and changes over time. That’s how some 
government witnesses didn’t remember 
discussing Plame with Libby when first in¬ 
terviewed. Then somehow their memories 
conveniently and miraculously improved 
over time, and at the trial they did remem¬ 
ber such conversations. I wish my memory 
improved with time. 

At worst, Libby had a faulty memory. 
At best, his memory was right. But even 
a faulty memory is not perjury. Hence 
Trump did the right thing. 

But if Trump thinks the pardon’s mes¬ 
sage is that he will reward loyalty even 
for perjurers, Libby is not an example of 
that. Libby was neither loyal nor disloyal. 
He was simply truthful. Trump also might 
think that like Libby, he is a victim of an 
overzealous prosecutor. But it’s harder to 
make that argument about special counsel 
Robert Mueller. He hands over to others 
matters outside his bailiwick. Dozens of 
contacts by Trump campaign aides with 
Russians mean his probe isn’t a witch 
hunt. Ditto for the guilty pleas Mueller has 
notched. Whatever message Trump may 
have thought the pardon sends, he didn’t 
understand that the parallels aren’t there. 
As with everyone else, what Trump knows 
about the Libby case just isn’t so. 

Stan Crock is a former Business Week editor and 
correspondent. 
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 Eyebrow shape 
5 Society newbie 
8 Melville captain 

12 Ashen 

13 Under the 
weather 

14 Prom rental 

15 “I” trouble? 

17 Footnote abbr. 

18 Alpine skiing 
event 

19 Cure 

21 Pen tip 

22 Always 

23 Greek H 

26 Apply cream 
28 Pester 
31 Gentle soul 
33 Boy king 

35 Grow weary 

36 Luminaries 
38 Refusals 

40 Six-pack 
muscles 

41 Kind of suit 

43 Discoverer’s call 

45-Doo 

(cartoon dog) 

47 Behold 

51 Poker holding 

52 Inability to sleep 

54 Buffalo’s lake 

55 Born abroad? 


56 Man! counterpart 

57 Out of play 

58 Inherited 

59 Make well 

DOWN 

1 Tarzan’s clique 

2 Prego rival 

3 Hoofbeat sound 

4 Macho types 

5 Nitwit 

6 Peyton’s brother 

7 Trumpet noise 

8 Food 

9 Ireland, in poems 

10 During 

11 Physique 
16 Bone-dry 

20 Actress Mendes 
23 Golfer Ernie 


24 Make lace 

25 Vast rainforest 
region 

27 Chignon 

29 Sphere 

30 Thumbs-up 
32 Moped 

34 Handyman’s 
collection 
37 Cry 
39 “Scram!” 

42 Evening (up) 

44 Pizzazz 

45 Molt 

46 Give a hoot 

48 Leg joint 

49 Verdi opera 

50 Shadow 
53 Opposite 

of paleo- 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 



4-18 CRYPTOQUIP 


UMJ SJBY HSJOVK MASA 


ULYGEH UOSEK USXGEH UJ 


VFLX TJSA FJONFX. GU M L K 


QFEN-UJ-QFEN BJTQFU. 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WHEN HAMLET WAS 
VERY HUNGRY AND BEHELD HIS BIG MEAL, 
I BELIEVE HE SAID “AY, THERE’S THE GRUB.” 
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: Q equals B 
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FREE AD Guidelines: 


• Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads 
must contain price and contact information. 
No websites will be accepted in Free ads. 


STARSI^STRI PES.' 


CLASSIFIED 


Advertising 
Circulation 
Reader Letters 


Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast 


When you see this^^£ 
camera icon go to stripes.com 
to view the uploaded photo. 


Van Rowell rowell.van@stripes.com 
+49(0)631.3615.9111 DSN 314.583.9111 

letters@stripes.com 


Robert Reismann reismann.robert@stripes.corr 
+49(0)631.3615.9150 DSN 314.583.9150 

letters@stripes.com 


Yuko Saito saito.yuko@stripes.com 
(81-3)6385.3267 DSN 315.229.3267 
Mari Matsumoto SSPcirculation@stripes.ci 
+81(3) 6385.3171 DSN 315.229.3171 

letters@stripes.com 


ClassifiedsEUROPE 


For information on Commercial Rates: CIV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012 


Announcements 040 


SCAM 

FADS 

Classifieds scams can 
target both sellers and 
buyers with classifieds 



■ Vehicle buyers wanting to 
buy sight unseen and have 
the vehicle shipped 



■ People saying Free Dog 
(different breeds) for 


Automotive 140 


SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the 
sale. Stars and Stripes is not 
liable for the contractual 
relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 


Autos for Sale 
■ Germany 1^ 

Auto - Quality Pre-owned 
US SPEC Vehicles 


f Travel_ 1000 


Hotel Forsthaus Oberau 8 km 
N of Garmisch Hot tub/sauna 
l| 39eur PP, DBL occp, free brkfst, 


Want a better picture? 



Free Europe-wide delivery 


Jobs Wanted 640 


dogs welcome. 08824-9120 

www.forsthaus-oberau.de 


a 



You’ll get one - just by reading 
Stars and Stripes military 



idstuhl American Dentistry 

is hiring full-time 
dental assistants! 
ou are an English speaking 

assistant, please call 
(06371 >560-8075 or 
(06371)594-6275 


Visit Stripes.com 
for details. 


STARS AND STRIPES 



news coverage. 

In print • Online at stripes.com • 
Mobile for Android, iPhone & iPad 
No one covers the bases 
the way we do. 


STARS^I^STRI pes. 

However you read us, wherever you need us. 





Round-the-world news for America s military. 


lies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in 
Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. 

Also available on mobile apps for Android smartphones and as an iOS app for both iPhone and iPad. 


les.com su| 


STRIPES. 


Mobile 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


Monday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

BALTIMORE ORIOLES - Optioned RHP 
David Hess to Norfoik. 

DETROIT TIGERS - Signed C Kade 
Scivicque to a minor ieague contract. 

NEW YORK YANKEES - iNF Jace Peter¬ 
son deciined outright assignment and 
eiected free agency. Signed Peterson to 
a one-year contract. 

OAKLAND ATHLETICS - Reinstated 
iNF-OF Chad Pinder from the 10-day DL. 
Optioned iNF Frankiin Barreto to Nash- 
viiie (PCD. 

TAMPA BAY RAYS - Piaced OF Kevin 
Kiermaieronthe 10-day DL. Recaiied RHP 
Chih-Wei Hu from Durham. Assigned RHP 
Ryan Weber outright to Durham (iL). 

TEXAS RANGERS - Optioned OF Ryan 
Rua to Round Rock (PCL). 

National League 

ATLANTA BRAVES - Designated RHP 
Luke Jackson for assignment. Recaiied 
RHP Lucas Sims from Gwinnett (iL). 

CHICAGO CUBS - Optioned IB Efren 
Navarro to iowa (PCL). 

NEW YORK METS - Signed C Johnny 
Moneii to a minor ieague contract. 

PITTSBURGH PIRATES - Piaced iNF 
Josh Harrison on the 10-day DL. Optioned 
RHP Dovydas Neverauskas to indianapo- 
iis (iL). Recaiied iNF Max Moroff from 
indianapoiis (iL). Activated LHP Enny 
Romero. 

ST. LOUIS CARDINALS - Optioned 
RHP Mike Mayers and iNF Yairo Munoz 
to Memphis (PCL). Reinstated RHP Luke 
Gregerson and iNF Jedd Gyorko from the 
10-day DL. 

WASHINGTON NATIONALS - Selected 
the contract of RHP Jeremy Heiiickson. 
Piaced C Jhonatan Soiano on the 60-day 
DL. Optioned RHP Trevor Gott to Syra¬ 
cuse (iL). 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

NFL — LB James Harrison announced 
his retirement. 

ARIZONA CARDINALS - Signed TE 
Beau Sandiand to a one-year contract. 

BUFFALO BILLS - Signed WR Jeremy 
Keriey to a one-year contract and DT 
Tenny Paiepoi. Re-signed DE Eddie Yar¬ 
brough, CB Lafayette Pitts and TEs Nick 
O’Leary and Logan Thomas. 

CHICAGO BEARS - Signed WR Bennie 
Fowier to a one-year contract. 

CLEVELAND BROWNS - Signed WRs 
Josh Gordon and Matt Hazei, OL Austin 
Reiter and FB Danny Vitaie. 

DALLAS COWBOYS - Signed DE David 
irving to a one-year contract. 

DENVER BRONCOS - Released RB C.J. 
Anderson. 

JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS - Announced 
the retirement of LB Paul Posluszny. 

LOS ANGELES RAMS - Re-signed CB 
Troy Hill, RB Malcolm Brown and K Sam 

MIAMI DOLPHINS - Signed TE Gavin 
Escobar. 

MINNESOTA VIKINGS - Signed LB Eric 
Kendricks to a contract extension. 

NEW YORK JETS - Signed S Rontez 
Miles and TE Neal Sterling. Waived WR 
Brisly Estime. Claimed K Nick Rose off 
waivers from the Los Angeles Chargers. 

SEATTLE SEAHAWKS - Re-signed QB 
Austin Davis. Signed LB Paul Dawson, C 
Joey Hunt, DE Branden Jackson and LS 
Tyler Ott. 

WASHINGTON REDSKINS - Re-signed 
OT Ty Nsekhe and OL Tony Bergstrom. 
Signed G Brandon Scherff. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

NASHVILLE PREDATORS - Signed F 
Tyler Gaudet to a one-year, two-way con¬ 
tract. 

NEW JERSEY DEVILS - Recalled D 
Michael Kapla and Brian Strait and Fs 
Christoph Bertschy, Nick Lappin, Michael 
McLeod, Blake Pietela and Kevin Rooney 
from Binghamton (AHL). 

OLYMPICS 

USADA — Announced weightlifter Jes¬ 
sica Rivera accepted a four-year sanc¬ 
tion for an anti-doping rule violation. 

SOCCER 

M^or League Soccer 

MLS — Fined Portland owner Merritt 
Paulson for comments on social media 
that were subsequently published. 

COLLEGE 

AUBURN — Named Wes Flanigan 
men’s assistant basketball coach. 

DUKE — Announced freshman F Wen¬ 
dell Carter Jr. will enter the NBA Draft. 

GEORGETOWN — Announced junior C 
Omer Yurtseven is transferring from N.C. 
State. 

MIAMI — Announced men’s sopho¬ 
more basketball G Kameron McGusty is 
transferring from Oklahoma. 

PENNSYLVANIA - Named lain Brad- 
dak women’s volleyball coach. 

PURDUE - Freshman G Nojel Eastern 
declared for the NBA Draft. 

ST. JOHN’S — Announced sophomore 
F David Caraher is transferring from 
Houston Baptist. 


College baseball 

1 

Golf 

1 

Tennis 


Collegiate Baseball poll 

TUCSON, Ariz. — The Collegiate Base¬ 
ball poll, with records through April 15, 
total points and previous ranking. Voting 
is done by coaches, sports writers and 
sports information directors: 

Record Pts Prv 


1. Florida 

2. N.C. State 

4 ; UCLA 

5. Stanford 

6. Arkansas 

7. Oregon St. 

8. North Carolina 

9. Vanderbilt 

10. Mississippi 

11. Michigan 

12. Georgia 

13. Clemson 

14. Oklahoma 

15. Texas Tech 

16. Indiana 

17. Illinois 

18. Louisiana St. 

19. Texas A&M 

20. Louisville 

21. Tennessee Tech 

23. East Carolina 

24. St. John’s 

25. Dallas Baptist 

26. Florida Atlantic 

27. Arizona 

28. Nevada 

29. Coastal Carolina 

30. Minnesota 


32-6 495 

28- 7 493 2 

30-7 490 4 

22- 9 487 5 

27-5 486 6 

27-10 485 7 

26-6 482 8 

24- 12 480 12 
22-14 478 20 

29- 8 475 9 

21- 11 472 16 

25- 11 469 10 

26- 10 468 3 

26-13 465 11 

29-8 463 14 

26- 6 460 15 

23- 8 459 18 
24-13 457 23 

27- 9 455 22 
24-11 452 21 

29-5 451 25 
24-14 451 17 
26-9 448 19 

22- 10 447 - 

23- 10 444 - 

26-9 442 - 

22- 12 440 - 

20-13 437 28 
26-12 435 29 

23- 10 434 - 


Monday’s scores 

SOUTH 

S. Virginia at E. Mennonite, ppd. 


Pro soccer 


MLS 


17 16 
13 15 
10 10 


10 11 10 
9 13 6 

6 6 12 


6 10 


2 14 14 11 


8 12 


New York City FC 5 

Atlanta United FC 4 

New England 3 

Columbus 3 

Orlando City 3 

New York 3 

Montreal 2 

Philadelphia 1 

D.C. United 1 

Chicago 1 3 1 4 7 9 

Toronto FC 1 3 0 3 3 6 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 

W L T Pts GF GA 

Sporting KC 4 ' 

LA Galaxy 3 

Vancouver 3 

Los Angeles FC 3 

FC Dallas 2 

Colorado 2 

Real Salt Lake 2 

Minnesota United 2 

Houston 1 2 Z 5 9 8 

San Jose 1 2 2 5 9 10 

Portland 1 3 2 5 9 14 

Seattle 0 3 1 12 7 

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie. 

Wednesday, April 11 
New York City FC 4, Real Salt Lake 0 
Friday, April 13 
Orlando City 2, Philadelphia 0 
Los Angeles FC 2, Vancouver 0 
Saturday, April 14 
New York 3, Montreal 1 
Colorado 2, Toronto FC 0 
LA Galaxy 1, Chicago 0 
D.C. United 1, Columbus 0 
FC Dallas 1, New England 0 
Houston 2, San Jose 2, tie 
Portland 3, Minnesota United 2 
Sunday, April IS 

Seattle 2, Sporting Kansas City 2, tie 
New York City FC 2, Atlanta United FC 
2, tie 

Friday’s game 

-■atSporting Ka 
Saturday’s games 
Los Angeles FC at Montreal 
Toronto FC at Houston 
Chicago at New York 
New England at Columbus 
San Jose at Orlando City 
Philadelphia at FC Dallas 
Colorado at Real Salt Lake 
Atlanta United FC at LA Galaxy 
Sunday’s games 
Minnesota United at Seattle 
New York City FC at Portland 


AP sportlight 


World rankings 

Through April 15 

1. Dustin Johnson US, 

2. Justin Thomas US, 

3. Jordan Spieth US, 

4. Jon Rahm ESI 

5. Justin Rose ENi 

5. Rickie Fowler US, 

7. Rory Mcliroy Nil 

S. Hideki Matsuyama JPI 

9. Brooks Koepka US, 

0. Sergio Garcia ESI 

1. Patrick Reed US, 

2. Tommy Fleetwood ENi 

3. Jason Day AU 

4. Henrik Stenson SW 

5. Paul Casey ENi 

6. Marc Leishman AU 

7. Alex Noren SW 

8. Bubba Watson US, 

9. Tyrrell Hatton ENi 

0. Phil Mickelson US, 

1. Matt Kuchar US, 

2. Pat Perez US, 

3. Brian Harman US, 

4. Kevin Kisner US, 

5. Rafael Cabrera Bello ESI 

6. Charley Hoffman US, 

7. Satoshi Kodaira JPI 

8. Xander Schauffele US, 

9. Ian Poulter ENi 

0. Louis Oosthuizen SA 

1. Kiradech Aphibarnrat TH, 

2. Francesco Molinari IT/ 

3. TonyFinau US, 

4. Patrick Cantlay US, 

5. Branden Grace SA 

6. Gary Woodland US, 

“ aniel Berger 

w Fitzi 


38. Matthew Fitzpatrick 

39. Si Woo Kim 

40. Cameron Smith 

41. Webb Simpson 

42. Ross Fisher 

43. Kevin Chappell 

44. Li Haotong 

45. Adam Hadwin 

46. Brendan Steele 

47. Kyle Stanley 

48. Bryson DeChambeau 

49. Chez Reavie 
Russell Henley 


9.85 

9.46 
8.77 

8.73 
7.54 
7.29 

6.73 
6.64 

5.73 
5.62 
5.53 

5.47 
5.44 
5.40 
5.34 
4.95 


3.48 

3.47 

3.44 

3.40 

3.39 

3.26 

3.23 

3.22 

3.15 

3.15 

3.07 

2.99 

2.95 


50. 


1,329 

1,281 

1,248 

1,176 

1,161 

1,139 

1,014 

1,006 


April 18 

1908 — Tommy Burns knocks out Jew- 
ey Smith in the fifth round in Paris to re¬ 
tain the world heavyweight title. 

1959 — The Montreal Canadians win 
their fourth consecutive Stanley Cup 
with a 5-3 victory over the Toronto Maple 
Leafs in the fifth game. 

1966 — Bill Russell is named the coach 
of the Boston Celtics to become the first 
African American head coach of an NBA 

1967 — Rick Barry scores 55 points as 
the San Francisco Warriors beat Phila¬ 
delphia, 130-124, in Game 3 of the NBA 
Finals. 

1986 — Washington ends the game 
on a 18-0 run in the last 3 minutes, 49 
seconds and wins it on a banked Dudley 
Bradley three-pointer at the horn. The 
76ers had a seemingly safe 94-77 lead, 
but do not score in the 3:39 in the open¬ 
ing game of the first-round of the NBA 
playoffs. 


PGA Tour FedEx Cup 

Through April 15 
Points 

1. Justin Thomas 1.769 

2. Patton Kizzire 

3. Bubba Watson 

4. Phil Mickelson 

5. Dustin Johnson 

6. Patrick Reed 

7. Jon Rahm 

8. Justin Rose 

9. Tony Finau 

10. Paul Casey 

11. Luke List 55U 

12. Jason Day 915 

13. Brendan Steele 912 

14. Patrick Cantlay 904 

15. Rickie Fowler 882 

16. Brian Harman 876 

17. Pat Perez 844 

18. Chez Reavie 837 

19. Alex Noren 830 

20. Bryson DeChambeau 806 

21. Gary Woodland 795 

22. Austin Cook 769 

23. Cameron Smith 768 

24. Ian Poulter 764 

25. Chesson Hadley 745 

26. Si Woo Kim 720 

27. Jordan Spieth 709 

28. Marc Leishman 703 

29. Rory Mcliroy 666 

30. Kevin Kisner 652 

31. Ted Potter, Jr. 636 

32. Beau Hossler 608 

33. Webb Simpson 589 

34. Charles Howell III 581 

35. James Hahn 556 

36. Henrik Stenson 554 

37. Adam Hadwin 532 

38. Keegan Bradley 524 

39. Rafa Cabrera Bello 522 

40. Emiliano Grillo 511 

41. Andrew Landry 511 

42. Kyle Stanley 493 

43. Ryan Armour 490 

44. Xander Schauffele 481 

45. Tiger Woods 476 

46. Brice Garnett 473 

47. J.J. Spaun 470 

48. Kevin Streelman 458 

49. Brian Gay 451 

50. Tom Hoge 432 

51. Whee Kim 425 

52. Kevin Chappell 425 

53. Ryan Moore 405 

54. Matt Kuchar 404 

55. Ollie Schniederjans 

56. Bud Cauley 

57. Brandon Harkins 

58. Tommy Fleetwood 

59. Jason Kokrak 

60. Zach Johnson 

61. Chris Kirk 

62. Daniel Berger 

63. Kevin Na 

64. John Huh 

65. Hideki Matsuyama 

66. Scott Piercy 

67. Branden Grace 

68. Byeong Hun An 

69. Grayson Murray 

70. Scott Stallings 

71. Patrick Rodgers 

72. Alex Cejka 

73. Russell Henley 

74. Jamie Lovemark 

75. Brian Stuard 

76. Peter Uihlein 

77. Russell Knox 

78. Tyrrell Hatton 

79. Keith Mitchell 

80. Ryan Palmer 

81. Charley Hoffman 

82. Martin Piller 

83. Sergio Garcia 


Monte Carlo Masters 

Monday 

The Monte-Carlo Country Club 
Monaco 

Surface: Clay-Outdoor 
First Round 

Albert Ramos-Vinolas (15), Spain, def. 
Jared Donaldson, United States, 6-3, 6-3. 

Roberto Bautista Agut (11), Spain, def. 
Peter Gojowczyk, Germany, 6-4, 6-3. 

Andrey Rublev, Russia, def. Robin 
Haase, Netherlands, 7-6 (7), 2-6,7-5. 

Kei Nishikori, Japan, def. Tomas 
Berdych Q2), Czech Republic, 4-6, 6-2, 
6-1. 

Borna Coric, Croatia, def. Julien Ben- 
neteau, France, 6-2, 6-3. 

Novak DJokovic (9), Serbia, def. Dusan 
Lajovic, Serbia, 6-0, 6-1. 

Milos Raonic (14), Canada, def. Lucas 
Catarina, Monaco, 3-6, 6-2, 6-3. 

Gilles Muller, Luxembourg, def. Florian 


Auto racing 


KOR 2!89 500. 


Food City 500 

gy NASCAF 
Monday 
At Bristol Motor Speedway 
Bristol, Tenn. 

Lap length: 0.533 miles 
Starting position in parentheses 

1. (1) Kyle Busch, Toyota, 500 laps. 

2. (6) Kyle Larson, Chevrolet, 500. 

3. (17) Jimmie Johnson, Chevrolet, 


2.83 

2.78 

2.71 

2.63 

2.63 

2.58 

2.53 

2.48 

2.45 


leaders 

Money 

$5,221,300 
$3,177,988 
$3,674,254 
$3,366,551 
$3,209,658 
$3,453,052 
$2,787,698 
$3,025,483 
$2,430,435 
$2,288,135 
$2,277,395 
$2,356,550 
$2,034,258 
$2,178,209 
$2,624,060 
$2,164,942 
$2,190,741 
$2,082,502 
$2,183,059 
$2,150,387 
$1,934,717 
$1,626,592 
$2,158,880 
$1,997,139 
$1,777,860 
/zu $1,798,823 
709 $1,899,046 
703 $2,211,914 
666 $2,146,263 
652 $1,821,635 
636 $1,600,508 
608 $1,445,406 
589 $1,381,767 
581 $1,346,109 
556 $1,259,564 
554 $1,736,492 
532 $1,255,281 
524 $1,298,957 
522 $1,429,947 
511 $1,188,076 
511 $1,112,754 
493 $1,280,954 
490 $1,162,622 
481 $1,147,553 
476 $1,185,348 
473 $847,046 

470 $1,033,447 
458 $1,027,202 
451 $1,037,903 
432 $967,439 

425 $1,137,770 
425 $1,050,511 
405 $1,038,091 
404 $970,337 

403 $924,480 

401 $884,883 

396 $829,575 

387 $894,405 

384 $819,795 

384 $815,760 

383 $890,312 

381 $871,136 

366 $920,124 

362 $699,874 

358 $978,678 

358 $693,418 

358 $846,344 

356 $891,236 

351 $847,762 

342 $816,257 

339 $804,100 

338 $828,685 

332 $888,776 

330 $805,264 

327 $774,418 

323 $804,016 

322 $702,250 

321 $866,767 

320 $701,549 

319 $737,412 

319 $797,213 

316 $727,284 

312 $744,704 


4. (4) Ricky Stenhouse Jr., Ford, 500. 

5. (8) Alex Bowman, Chevrolet, 500. 

6. (19) Aric Almirola, Ford, 500. 

7. (39) Kevin Harvick, Ford, 500. 

8. (14) Clint Bowyer, Ford, 500. 

9. (10) Joey Logano, Ford, 500. 

10. (30) Ryan Newman, Chevrolet, 500. 

11. (12) Daniel Suarez, Toyota, 500. 

12. (23) David Ragan, Ford, 500. 

13. (7) Paul Menard, Ford, 499. 

14. (25) Denny Hamlin, Toyota, 499. 

15. (21) Austin Dillon, Chevrolet, 499. 

16. (20) Darrell Wallace Jr., Chevrolet, 
99. 

17. (18) AJ Allmendinger, Chevrolet, 


19. (31) Jamie McMurray, Chevrolet, 
498. 

20. (29) Landon Cassill, Chevrolet, 498. 

21. (24) Matt DiBenedetto, Ford, 497. 

22. (2) Kurt Busch, Ford, 496. 

23. (3) Brad Keselowski, Ford, 495. 

24. (33) Trevor Bayne, Ford, 495. 

25. (34) Corey LaJoie, Chevrolet, 494. 

26. (13) Erik Jones, Toyota, 494. 

27. (35) DJ Kennington, Toyota, 482. 

28. (32) Ty Dillon, Chevrolet, 475. 

29. (16) Chase Elliott, Chevrolet, 473. 

30. (26) Martin Truex Jr., Toyota, acci 
dent, 458. 

31. (28) Gray Gaulding, Toyota, 448. 

32. (36) Reed Sorenson, Chevrolet, 
cident, 342. 

33. (38) Chad Finchum, Toyota, at^ 
dent, 335. 

34. (15) Kasey Kahne, Chevrolet, steer 
ing, 236. 

35. (5) Ryan Blaney, Ford, accident 
117. 

36. (22) Chris Buescher, Chevrolet, ac 
cident, 116. 

37. (37) Harrison Rhodes, Chevrolet 
accident, 115. 

38. (9) Michael McDowell, Ford, acci 
dent, 9. 

39. (27) Ross Chastain, Chevrolet, ac¬ 
cident, 3. 

Average Speed of Race Winner: 77.465 

Time of Race: 3 hours, 26 minutes, 25 
seconds. 

Margin of Victory: 0.628 seconds. 

Caution Flags: 13 for 114 laps. 

Lead Changes: 18 among 8 drivers. 

Lap Leaders: Kyle Busch 1-16; R. 
Blaney 17-55; J. Logano 56; R. Blaney 
57-117; B. Keselowski 118-130; K. Larson 
131-243; B. Keselowski 244-261; D. Hamlin 
262-265; B. Keselowski 266-292; K. Larson 
293-324; Kyle Busch 325-360; D. Suarez 
361-365; B. Keselowski 366-374; D. Wal¬ 
lace Jr. 375-380; Kyle Busch 381-438; K. 
Larson 439-472; Kyle Busch 473; K. Larson 
474-494; Kyle Busch 495-500. 

Leaders Summary (Driver, Times 
Lead, Laps Led): K. Larson 4 times for 200 
laps; Kyle Busch 5 times for 117 laps; R. 
Blaney 2 times for 100 laps; B. Keselowski 
4 times for 67 laps; D. Wallace Jr. 1 time 
for 6 laps; D. Suarez 1 time for 5 laps; D. 
Harnlin 1 time for 4 laps; J. Logano 1 time 

Monster Energy NASCAR Cup 
schedule and winners 

Feb. 18 — Daytona 500 (Austin Dillon) 

Feb. 25 — Folds of Honor QuikTrip 500 
(Kevin Harvick) 

March 4 — Penzoil 400 (Kevin Har¬ 
vick) 

March 11 — TicketGuardian 500 (Kevin 
Harvick) 

March 18 — Auto Club 400 (Martin 
Truex Jr.) 

March 26 - STP 500 (Clint Bowyer) 

April 8 - O’Reilly Auto Parts 500 (Kyle 
Busch) 

April 15 - Food City 500 (Kyle Busch) 

April 21 — Toyota Owners 400, Rich¬ 
mond, Va. 

April 29 - GEICO 500, Lincoln, Ala. 

May 6 — AAA 400 Drive for Autism, Do¬ 
ver, Del. 

May 12 — TBA, Kansas City, Kan. 

May 27 — Coca-Cola 600, Concord, 

N.C. 


Mayer, Germany, 7-5, 6-4. 

Stefanos Tsitsipas, Greece, def. Denis 
Shapovalov, Canada, 6-3, 6-4. 

Aljaz Bedene, Slovenia, def. Mirza Ba¬ 
sic, Bosnia-Herzegovina, 6-4, 7-6 (3). 

Pierre-Hugues Herbert, France, def. 
Paolo Lorenzi, Italy, 7-6 (7), 6-4. 

Doubles 
First Round 

Alexander and Mischa Zverev, Ger¬ 
many, def. Andres Molteni and Diego 
Schwartzman, Argentina, 6-2, 4-6,10-8. 

Pablo Cuevas, Uruguay, and Marcel 
Granollers, Spain, def. Damir Dzumhur, 
Bosnia-Herzegovina, and Aisam-ul-Haq 
Oureshi, Pakistan, 6-2, 3-6,10-6. 

Grigor Dimitrov, Bulgaria, and David 
Goffin, Belgium, def. Adrian Mannarino 
and Fabrice Martin, France, 7-6 (3), 6-2. 

Remain Arneodo, Monaco, and Hugo 
Hys, France, def. Santiago Gonzalez, 
Mexico, and Ben Mclachlan, Japan, 6-4, 
7-6 (2). 


June 3 — Pocono 400, Lend Pond, Pa. 
June 10 — FireKeepers Casino 400, 
Brooklyn, Mich. 

June 24 — Toyota/Save Mart 350, So¬ 
noma, Calif. 

July 1 — Overton’s 400, Joliet, III. 

July 7 — Coke Zero 400, Daytona 
Beach, Fla. 

July 14 — Quaker State 400, Sparta, 
Ky. 

July 22 — New Hampshire 301, Loudon 
July 29 — Gander Outdoors 400, Long 
Pond, Pa. 

Aug. 5 — GoBowling at The Glen, Wat¬ 
kins Glen, N.Y. 

Aug. 12 — TBA, Brooklyn, Mich. 

Aug. 18 — Bass Pro Shops NRA Night 
Race, Bristol, Tenn. 

Sept. 2 — Bojangles’ Southern 500, 
Darlington, S.C. 

Sept. 9 — Big Machine Brickyard 400, 
Indianapolis 

Sept. 16 - South Point 400, Las Vegas 
Sept. 22 — Federated Auto Parts 400, 
Richmond, Va. 

Sept. 30 — Bank of America 500, Con¬ 
cord, N.C. 

Oct. 7 - TBA, Dover, Del. 

Oct. 14 — Alabama 500, Lincoln, Ala. 
Oct. 21 — Hollywood Casino 400, Kan¬ 
sas City, Kan. 

Oct. 28 - First Data 500, Martinsville, 
Va. 

Nov. 4 - AAA Texas 500, Fort Worth 
Nov. 11 — Can-Am 500, Avondale, Ariz. 
Nov. 18 — Ford Ecoboost 400, Home¬ 
stead, Fla. 

IndyCar schedule and winners 

March 11 — Firestone Grand Prix of St. 
Petersburg (Sebastien Bourdais) 

April 7 — Phoenix Grand Prix (Josef 
Newgarden) 

April 15 — Toyota Grand Prix of Long 
Beach (Alexander Rossi) 

April 22 — Honda Indy Grand Prix of 
Alabama, Birmingham 

May 12 — Grand Prix of Indianapolis 
May 27 — Indianapolis 500 
June 2 — Chevrolet Indy Duel (Race 1), 
Belle Isle Park, Mich. 

June 3 — Chevrolet Indy Duel (Race 2), 
Belle Isle Park, Mich. 

June 9 — Texas Indy 600, Fort Worth 
June 24 — Kohler Grand Prix, Elkhart 
Lake, Wis. 

July 8 — Iowa Corn 300, Newton, Iowa 
July 15 — Honda Indy Toronto 
July 29 - Honda Indy 200 at Mid-Ohio, 
Lexington, Ohio 

Aug. 19 — ABC Supply 500, Long Pond, 


Aug. 25 — Bommarito Automotive 
Group 500, Madison, III. 

Sept. 2 - TBA, Portland, Ore. 

Sept. 16 — Grand Prix of Sonoma, Ca- 


Formula One 
schedule and winners 

March 25 — Australian Grand Prix (Se¬ 
bastian Vettel) 

April 8 — Bahrain Grand Prix (Sebas¬ 
tian Vettel) 

April 15 — Chinese Grand Prix (Daniel 
Ricciardo) 

April 29 — European Grand Prix, Baku, 
Azerbaijan 

May 13 — Spanish Grand Prix, Barce- 

May 27 — Monaco Grand Prix, Monte 
Carlo 

June 10 — Canadian Grand Prix, Mon¬ 
treal 

June 24 — French Grand Prix, Le Cas- 
tellet, Var, France 

July 1 — Austrian Grand Prix, Spiel¬ 
berg 

July 8 - British Grand Prix, Silver- 
stone, England 

July 22 — German Grand Prix, Hock- 

July 29 — Hungarian Grand Prix, Bu¬ 
dapest 

Aug. 26 — Belgian Grand Prix, Spa- 
Francorchamps 

Sept. 2 — Italian Grand Prix, Monza 

Sept. 16 — Singapore Grand Prix 

Sept. 30 — Russian Grand Prix, Sochi 

Oct. 7 — Japanese Grand Prix, Suzuka 

Oct. 21 - United States Grand Prix, 
Austin, Texas 

Oct. 28 — Mexican Grand Prix, Mexico 
City 

Nov. 11 — Brazilian Grand Prix, Sao 
Paolo 

Nov. 25 — Abu Dhabi Grand Prix, Yas 
Marina, UAE 
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SOCCER/AUTO RACING 



Wade Payne/AP 


Kyle Busch leads Trevor Bayne and Kurt Busch during a NASCAR Cup Series race Monday in Bristol, 
Tenn. Kyle Busch won the rain-delayed race. 

Busch gets past Larson 

Driver captures second straight Cup race at rain-delayed Bristol 

By Steve Reed 
Associated Press 


Europe against bid 
to add teams in ’22 


By Graham Dunbar 
Associated Press 

GENEVA — Top European 
leagues are set to oppose FIFA 
plans for adding more teams and 
playing days at the 2022 World 
Cup. 

FIFA President Gianni Infan¬ 
tine wants to study a 48-team 
tournament plan that would add 
16 teams, 16 extra games and at 
least four days to the scheduled 
28-day event kicking off in No¬ 
vember 2022 in Qatar. 

That schedule would likely 
take another round of weekend 
fixtures from the English Pre¬ 
mier League, Spain’s La Liga and 
others which already must shut 
down in mid-season. 

“We are not prepared to make 
any changes on the calendar for 
expanding the 2022 World Cup.” 
Lars-Christer Olsson, CEO of the 
32-member European Leagues 
group, said on Monday. 

“We have already been flex¬ 
ible to allow the World Cup to be 
played in the (Qatari) winter and 
have agreed the dates,” Olsson 
said, adding “we are not prepared 
for the duration of the World Cup 
to be any longer.” 

Infantino’s support last week 
for a 48-team World Cup ahead of 
the agreed expansion for the 2026 
edition comes more than seven 
years after Qatar won hosting 
rights from FIFA’s then-execu¬ 
tive committee. 

Qatar bid to stage a 32-team, 
64-game tournament in June- 
July 2022 despite the searing des¬ 
ert heat, with a pledge to develop 
stadium cooling technology. 

In 2013, FIFA started consult¬ 
ing soccer officials worldwide 
in an 18-month process that 
reached an expected conclusion 

— to push back the schedule and 
play in cooler months, with a Nov. 
21-Dec. 18 schedule. 

That shorter, 28-day program 

— instead of the typical 32-day 
tournament — was a concession 
to Europe where most World 
Cup players are employed, and 
leagues wanted the shortest pos¬ 
sible forced shutdown. 

FIFA’s calendar for national- 
team games, which mandates 
when clubs must release players. 


has a Monday, Nov. 14, 2022 call¬ 
up date for World Cup teams. 

An extra four days on the 2022 
World Cup program would likely 
mean moving up the World Cup 
program, and taking the Nov. 12- 
13 fixture dates away from Euro¬ 
pean leagues. 

“FIFA seems to be on an ex¬ 
pansion drive,” said Olsson, who 
this year joined UEFA’s execu¬ 
tive committee to represent the 
leagues. “It’s time people thought 
about the players — they need 
time to rest. It cannot just be 
money deciding how football 
should be organized.” 

European clubs were the most 
vocal opponents of a November- 
December tournament before 
FIFA agreed on the switch to 
winter three years ago. 

Soon after the accord, FIFA 
and the European Club Associa¬ 
tion representing more than 200 
members signed a new work¬ 
ing deal which guaranteed clubs 
worldwide a $209 million share 
of World Cup revenues from each 
of the 2018 tournament in Russia 
and the 2022 edition in Qatar. 

The money is distributed on 
a daily rate for players involved 
in the tournament to each club 
which employed him during the 
two previous years. 

The ECA declined to comment 
last week when the 2022 World 
Cup expansion idea was an¬ 
nounced on Thursday in Buenos 
Aires, Argentina, at a meeting 
of South American soccer body 
CONMEBOL which was attended 
by Infantine. 

FIFA does not pay a share of 
World Cup revenues to the Euro¬ 
pean Leagues group. 

The 2022 expansion plan could 
require Qatar to share host¬ 
ing duties with some regional 
neighbors. 

The gas-rich emirate is com¬ 
pleting eight stadiums for a 64- 
game tournament, though FIFA’s 
ideal design for a 48-team, 80- 
game tournament calls for 12 
venues. 

Infantino’s suggested feasibil¬ 
ity study to look at 2022 tourna¬ 
ment expansion could be agreed 
on at scheduled meetings in Mos¬ 
cow ahead of the World Cup kick¬ 
ing off on June 14. 


BRISTOL, Tenn. — Kyle Busch 
was all smiles and Kyle Larson 
was all scowls. 

Busch passed Larson with five 
laps remaining at Bristol Motor 
Speedway on Monday to win his 
second straight Cup Series race, 
culminating a rain-delayed week¬ 
end when temperatures dipped 
into the high 30s. 

Busch celebrated by thrusting 
his arms in the air and with a tra¬ 
ditional bow to the crowd on top of 
his No. 18 Toyota while the snow 
began falling — a fitting end to a 
long weather-stalled weekend. 

Busch said after the race that 
he didn’t have the best car, but 
“we had the best car right at the 
end.” 

The loss left Larson, who led 
a race-high 200 laps, extremely 
frustrated. 

“I feel like every time I race 
here I almost get a win,” Larson 
said of his second-place finish. 
“I’ve been beat by Kyle (Busch) 
about every time I race here, too, 
so that gets frustrating after a 
while.” 

It was Busch’s 45th career Cup 
Series win, moving him ahead of 
Bill Elliott into sole possession of 
16th place. 

It also was his seventh win at 
Bristol, while Larson has yet to 
win at the half-mile track. 

Coincidentally, Busch won with 
the aid of longtime nemesis Brad 
Keselowski, who wrecked with 30 
laps left, bringing out the caution 
flag. 

Larson appeared to have the 
car to beat on Monday, running 
well ahead of the pack on long 
green flag runs. But after Busch 
took on tires during the yellow 


flag stop, he knew he was back in 
the race with 22 laps to go. He fi¬ 
nally caught Larson with five laps 
left, bumped him out of the way 
and scooted by. 

Larson made a late charge but 
couldn’t catch him. 

“When it comes down to crunch 
time you gotta go,” Busch said. 

Asked if Keselowski had moved 
up on his list of favorites, Busch 
laughed and said, “That’s push¬ 
ing it too far.” 

“I kind of felt bad for him, maybe 
that much,” Busch said, pinching 
his thumb and index finger close 
together. “But it certainly helped 
our cause. So it was much appreci¬ 
ated, let’s go with that.” 

Larson was leading when the 
race was postponed Sunday with 
296 laps remaining after being 
delayed several times because of 
rain. The race also was delayed 
Monday for about 35 minutes, 
but the cars finally got back on 
the track after the rain and sleet 
subsided. 

Larson said he wasn’t sure why 
his car got loose late in the race, 
which allowed Busch to get by 
him. 

“I just really didn’t have any 
grip,” Larson said. “I thought 
it would tighten up for me and I 
could get going, but it never really 
did and I was just really loose. I 
hate that I didn’t win. It’s another 
one at Bristol.” 

As for Busch, he has another 
Bristol sword to add to his collec¬ 
tion, although he’s not quite sure 
what he’s going to do with all of 
those unusual trophies. 

“It’s a cool problem to have,” he 
said. 

Johnson’s top five: Jimmie 
Johnson was pleased with earn¬ 
ing his first top-five finish of the 
season, and hoped to quiet some 


of his critics. 

“We have it rolling in the right 
direction,” Johnson said. 

Ricky Stenhouse Jr. was fourth 
and Alex Bowman finished fifth. 

Keselowski’s day: Keselowski 
won the first two stages and ini¬ 
tially appeared to be the car to 
beat. However, the No. 2 Ford 
struggled on a long green flag 
run late in the race and fell two 
laps behind after radioing in that 
something broke in his suspen¬ 
sion. Keselowski hit the wall with 
30 laps left, bringing out the final 
caution. 

Wallace gets a lead: Darrell 
“Bubba” Wallace now knows 
that it is like to run up front in a 
Cup Series race. Wallace passed 
Busch with 126 laps remaining to 
lead a Cup race for the first time 
in his young career. It didn’t last 
long, though, as Busch blew by 
him a short time later. 

Who’s hot: Daniel Suarez 
raced with a fractured thumb he 
suffered last week at Texas and 
finished in 11th place. Now that 
deserves a thumbs-up. 

Who’s not: Martin Truex Jr. 
continues to have a difficult time 
following up a tremendous cham¬ 
pionship season in 2017. He was 
in a wreck on Sunday and raced 
Monday without a hood, saying 
his goal was to “stay out of the 
way” of the other drivers. He fin¬ 
ished 30th. 

Up next: Busch will look to 
make it three straight wins next 
week at Richmond, a track where 
he has struggled in recent years. 
“We will try to get better and 
figure out we need to do to get 
around there well,” Busch said. 
“It used to be easy, but the last 
few times we haven’t been great 
as a company.” 



Martin Ruggiero/AP 


FIFA President Gianni Infantine, left, talks with Alejandro 
Dominguez, right, president of the South American Football 
Confederation, during their annual conference in Buenos Aires, 
Argentina, Thursday. CONMEBOL has asked FIFA to expand the 
World Cup to 48 teams for the 2022 tournament in Qatar. 
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Photos by Julio Cortez/AP 

Devils goaltender Cory Schneider blocks a shot from the Tampa Bay Lightning during the second period 
of Game 3 of their first-round playoff series Monday in Newark, NJ. The Devils won 5-2. 


Hall notches two goals 
as Devils top Lightning 


By Tom Canavan 
Associated Press 

NEWARK, N.J. — With the New Jersey Devils’ 
first playoff appearance since 2012 starting to look 
like an early exit, Taylor Hall came up big — just 
like he has done all season. 

Hall had a goal and two assists, setting up Stefan 


Devils right wing Kyle Palmieri, right, trips over 
Lightning right wing Nikita Kucherov. 


Noesen’s game-winner with 7:05 play, and Cory Sch¬ 
neider made 34 saves in shoring up the goaltending 
and leading the Devils to a 5-2 victory over the pen¬ 
alty-prone Tampa Bay Lightning on Monday night 
in Game 3 of their best-of-seven first-round series. 

The Devils scored four third-period goals in cut¬ 
ting Tampa Bay’s series lead to 2-1. Game 4 will also 
be played at the Prudential Center on Wednesday. 

Hall, appearing in the playoffs for the first time 
since being the No. 1 overall pick in 2010, down¬ 
played his role. 

“It’s not my first playoff win, it’s ours as a group,” 
said Hall, who had a career year in goals, assists 
and points. “We had some confidence coming back 
on home ice with how we played to finish the regular 
season. It’s a great feeling. We’re still down 2-1. We 
still have a lot of room to go but it’s a nice start.” 

The Devils had a lot of contributors. 

Rookie Will Butcher had a power-play goal earlier 
in the third to tie the score 2-all. Blake Coleman and 
Ben Lovejoy added empty net goals late. Schneider 
only gave up two power-play goals in taking over for 
Keith Kinkaid and giving the Devils a chance in this 
series. 

“It’s huge. You could see there at the end it getting 
a little nasty similar to the last game,” Schneider 
said of the win. “We’ve got the emotional involve¬ 
ment now. We’re on each other’s nerves. It’s going 
to a series.” 

Alex Killorn and Steven Stamkos each had a 
power-play goal and an assist for the Lightning, who 
allowed the Devils to go on seven power plays. Ni¬ 
kita Kucherov added two assists, and Andrei Vasi- 
levskiy made 36 saves in the game that had a mgjor 
scrum with 23 seconds to go. 

“At the end of the day you give them that many 
power play chances and then you give them a 5-on- 
3, it’s a good chance they are eventually going to get 
one,” Stamkos said. “They got one and then they got 
momentum.” 



Roundup 

Leafs beat Bruins, 
get back in series 


Associated Press 

TORONTO — Embarrassed 
and desperate after getting steam- 
rolled by the Bruins through the 
first two games at Boston, the To¬ 
ronto Maple Leafs had a point to 
prove. 

His name sitting comfortably 
at the top of that list, Auston Mat¬ 
thews responded in a big way. 

Matthews scored the go-ahead 
goal in the second period to lead 
the Maple Leafs to a 4-2 victory 
Monday night, cutting the Bru¬ 
ins’ lead in their Eastern Confer¬ 
ence first-round series to 2-1. 

Toronto was reeling in the wake 
of 5-1 and 7-3 losses on the road, 
but got back to using its speed at 
home. 

“I don’t think any of us felt we 
played how we’re capable,” Mat¬ 
thews said. “Tonight definitely 
was a statement game.” 

Matthews was fiery after Sat¬ 
urday’s blowout, responding to 
a question about how Boston’s 
top line of David Pastrnak, Brad 
Marchand and Patrice Bergeron 
could have 20 points in two games 
compared to his trio’s goose egg 
with an expletive: “(It) happens.” 

The raw emotion that comes 
with being a young star came out 
a different way in this one after 
he took a feed from William Ny- 
lander down low at 5:13 of the 
second and fired a shot short-side 
on Bruins goalie Tuukka Rask 
to send the Air Canada Centre 
crowd into a frenzy. 

“It just feels like an earthquake 
in your feet when you score, espe¬ 
cially in playoffs,” Matthews said. 
“It’s definitely emotional.” 

Sharks 8, Ducks 1: Joonas 
Donskoi scored one goal and set 
up another to start a four-goal 
barrage in the second period and 
host San Jose raced past Anaheim 


for the third straight game to take 
a 3-0 series lead. 

Donskoi scored and then set up 
Marcus Sorensen in the opening 
four minutes of the second period 
to seize control of the game and 
series. 

Eric Fehr and Tomas Hertl 
added goals later in the second 
to turn this all-California series 
into a rout. Logan Couture had a 
goal and two assists, Joe Pavelski, 
Evander Kane and Timo Meier 
scored power-play goals in the 
third period for the Sharks, who 
have outscored the Ducks 14-3 
through the first three games of 
the first-round series. 

Martin Jones made 45 saves, 
the most for a Sharks goalie in a 
regulation playoff game. 

Avalanche 5, Predators 3: Na¬ 
than MacKinnon scored twice, 
including one as part of a three- 
goal first period and another to 
chase Nashville goalie Pekka 
Rinne from the game, and host 
Colorado pulled to 2-1 in the first- 
round series. 

Blake Comeau and Gabriel 
Bourque also scored in a furious 
opening period that revved up a 
pom-pom waving capacity crowd. 
Gabriel Landeskog was credited 
with an empty-net goal for the 
Avalanche, who snapped a 12- 
game skid against the Predators. 

MacKinnon’s goal at 4:25 of the 
second period gave Colorado a 4-0 
lead and prompted the Predators 
to pull Rinne in favor of backup 
Juuse Saros. Rinne allowed four 
goals on 15 shots. 

Jonathan Bernier stopped 29 
shots on a night when the Ava¬ 
lanche finished O-for-5 on the 
power play. Ryan Johansen had 
a second-period goal and Colton 
Sissons scored another in the 
third to make it 4-2. 



Frank Gunn, The Canadian Press/AP 


Maple Leafs center Patrick Marleau, right, celebrates his goal 
against Boston Bruins goaltender Tuukka Rask with teammate 
Mitchell Mamer during the second period of their first-round playoff 
series Monday in Toronto. The Maple Leafs won 4-2. 
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Scoreboard 


First round Devils 5, Lightning 2 


(Best-of-seven; x-if necessary) 
EASTERN CONFERENCE 
Tampa Bay 2, New Jersey 1 
Tampa Bay 5, New Jersey 2 
Tampa Bay 5, New Jersey 3 
Monday: New Jersey 5, Tampa Bay 2 
Wednesday: at New Jersey 
Saturday: at Tampa Bay 
x-Monday, April 23: at New Jersey 
x-Wednesday, April 25: at New Jersey 
Boston 2, Toronto 1 
Boston 5, Toronto 1 
Boston 7, Toronto 3 
Monday: Toronto 4, Boston 2 
Thursday: at Toronto 
Saturday: at Boston 
x-Monday, April 23: at Toronto 
x-Wednesday, April 25: at Boston 
Columbus 2, Washington 0 
Columbus 4, Washington 3, OT 
Columbus 5, Washington 4 (OT) 
Tuesday: at Columbus 
Thursday: at Columbus 
AFN-Sports2,1:30 a.m. Friday CET; 8:30 
a.m. Friday JKT 

x-Saturday: at Washington 
x-Monday, Aprii 23: at Columbus 
x-Wednesday, April 25: at Washington 
Pittsburgh 2, Philadelphia 1 
Pittsburgh 7, Philadelphia 0 
Philadelphia 5, Pittsburgh 1 
Pittsburgh 5, Philadelphia! 
Wednesday: at Philadelphia 
AFN-Sports2, 1 a.m. Thursday CET; 6 
a.m. Thursday JKT 
Friday: at Pittsburgh 
x-Sunday, April 22: at Philadelphia 
x-Tuesday, April 24: at Pittsburgh 
WESTERN CONFERENCE 
Nashville 2, Colorado 1 
Nashville 5, Colorado 2 
Nashville 5, Colorado 4 
Monday: Colorado 5, Nashville 3 
Wednesday: at Colorado 
AFN-Sports2, 4 a.m. Thursday CET; 11 
a.m. Thursday JKT 
Friday: at Nashville 
x-Sunday, April 22: at Colorado 
x-Tuesday, April 24: at Nashville 
Winnipeg 2, Minnesota 1 
Winnipeg 3, Minnesota 2 
Winnipeg 4, Minnesota 1 
Minnesota 6, Winnipeg 2 
Tuesday: at Minnesota 
Friday: at Winnipeg 
x-Sunday, April 22: at Minnesota 
x-Wednesday, April 25: at Winnipeg 
Vegas 3, Los Angeles 0 
Vegas 1, Los Angeles 0 
Vegas 2, Los Angeles 1 (20T) 

Vegas 3, Los Angeles 2 
Tuesday: at Los Angeles 
x-Thursday: at Vegas 
AFN-Sports2, 4:30 cum. Friday CET; 
11:30 a.m. Friday JKT 

x-Saturday: at Los Angeles 
x-Monday, April 23: at Vegas 
San Jose 3, Anaheim 0 
San Jose 3, Anaheim 0 
San Jose 3, Anaheim 2 
Monday: San Jose 8, Anaheim 1 
Wednesday: at San Jose 
x-Friday: at Anaheim 
x-Sunday, April 22: at San Jose 
x-Tuesday, April 24: at Anaheim 


Monday 

Avalanche 5, Predators 3 

Nashville 0 1 2-3 

Colorado 3 1 1-5 

First Period—!, Colorado, Comeau 
2 (Nieto, Soderberg), !:50. 2, Colorado, 
Bourque 2 (Compher, Nemeth), !3:24. 
3, Colorado, MacKinnon 2 (Landeskog), 
!8:07. 

Second Period— 4, Colorado, MacKin¬ 
non 3 (Rantanen, Landeskog), 4:25. 5, 
Nashville, Johansen 2 (Forsberg, Ellis), 
10:23 (pp). 

Third Period— 6 , Nashville, Sissons 2 
(Josi, Ellis), 7:12. 7, Colorado, Landeskog 
2 (Rantanen, Barberio), 18:24. 8, Nash¬ 
ville, Watson 3, 18:45. 

Shots on Goal-Nashville 6-12-14-32. 
Colorado 11-15-8—34. 

Power-play opportunities— N ash vi 11 e 
1 of 3; Colorado 0 of 5. 

Goalies—Nashville, Saros 0-0 (18 

shots-18 saves), Rinne 2-1 (15-11). Colo¬ 
rado, Bernier 1-2 (32-29). 

A-18,087 (18,007). T-2:48. 


Tampa Bay 0 1 1-2 

New Jersey 0 1 4-5 

Second Period— 1, Tampa Bay, Killorn 
4 (Kucherov, Stamkos), 0:42 (pp). 2, New 
Jersey, Hall 2,12:24. 

Third Period— 3, Tampa Bay, Stamkos 1 
(Kucherov, Killorn), 0:38 (pp). 4, New Jer¬ 
sey, Butcher 1 (Hall, Palmier!), 4:03 (pp). 
5, New Jersey, Noesen 1 (Hall, Greene), 
12:55. 6, New Jersey, Coleman 2, 19:02 
(sh). 7, New Jersey, Lovej'oy 1,19:22. 

Shots on Goal— Tampa Bay 12-16-8— 
36. New Jersey 8-13-20—41. 

Power-play opportunities— Tampa 
Bay 2 of 5; New Jersey 1 of 7. 

Goalies— Tampa Bay, Vasilevskiy 2-1 
(39 shots-36 saves). New Jersey, Sch¬ 
neider 1-0 (36-34). 

A-16,514 (16,514). T-4:9. 

Maple Leafs 4, Bruins 2 

Boston 0 2 0-2 

Toronto 1 2 1-4 

First Period— 1, Toronto, van Riemsdyk 
2 (Rielly, Bozak), 17:05 (pp). 

Second Period— 2, Boston, McQuaid 1 
(Kuraly, Schaller), 3:06. 3, Toronto, Mar- 
leau 1 (Marner, Rielly), 3:49. 4, Boston, 
Chara 1 (Kuraly, Holden), 6:19. 5, Toronto, 
Matthews 1 (Nylander, Hyman), 14:47. 

Third Period— 6 , Toronto, Marleau 2 
(Plekanec, Marner), 16:25. 

Shots on Goal-Boston 8-16-18-42. 
Toronto 12-11-7-30. 

Power-play opportunities— Boston 0 
of 1; Toronto 1 of 1. 

Goalies— Boston, Rask 2-1 (30 shots-26 
saves). Toronto, Andersen 1-1 (42-40). 

A-19,663 (18,819). T-2:43. 

Sharks 8, Ducks 1 

Anaheim 1 0 0-1 

San Jose 1 4 3-8 

First Period— 1, San Jose, Couture 

2 (Boedker), 3:44. 2, Anaheim, Rakell 1 

(Montour, Getzlaf), 13:40 (pp). 

Second Period— 3, San Jose, Donskoi 
1 (Kane), 1:15. 4, San Jose, Sorensen 2 
(Donskoi), 3:41. 5, San Jose, Fehr 1 (So¬ 
rensen, Karlsson), 13:43. 6, San Jose, 
HertI 2 (Couture, Pavelski), 16:49 (pp). 

Third Period— 7, San Jose, Pavelski 1 
(Meier, Donskoi), 10:04 (pp). 8, San Jose, 
Kane 3 (Vlasic, Couture), 17:16 (pp). 9, 
San Jose, Meier 1 (Tierney, Labanc), 19:36 
(pp). 

Shots on Goal— Anaheim 11-19-16—46. 
San Jose 8-16-12-36. 

Power-play opportunities— Anaheim 1 
of 3; San Jose 4 of 8. 

Goalies— Anaheim, Gibson 0-3 (24 
shots-19 saves). Miller 0-0 (12-9). San 
Jose, Jones 3-0 (46-45). 

A-17,562 (17,562). T-2:42. 



Jeff Chiu/AP 


Sharks goalie Martin Jones, left, 
and left wing Marcus Sorensen 
celebrate their 8-1 victory over 
the Anaheim Ducks in Game 3 
of their first-round playoff series 
Monday in San Jose, Calif. 



John Woods, The Canadian Press/AP 


Minnesota Wild’s Jonas Brodin, top, hauls down the Jets’ Mark Scheifele during the second period of 
Game 2 of their first-round playoff series Friday in Winnipeg, Manitoba. Brodin was called for a penalty. 


Whistle: Penalties proving costly 


FROM BACK PAGE 

Coach John Tortorella said the Blue Jackets “have 
to cure that” because it’s too dangerous to keep tak¬ 
ing so many penalties. His players know it even if 
they’re unsure of the standard. 

“We need to stay out of the box, but you never know 
what’s a call and what’s not anymore,” forward Cam 
Atkinson said. “But that’s the game right now.” 

In the West, where Winnipeg leads Minnesota 2-1, 
the teams realize how tight things are being called. 

The Wild took five penalties in the first 31 min¬ 
utes Sunday night and stymied the Jets’ power play 
in a 6-2 comeback win. The teams combined for 19 
penalties — including some fights and misconducts 
— in the second game of their series. 

“We’ve just got to watch taking penalties,” Minne¬ 
sota coach Bruce Boudreau said. “Both teams were 
really emotional at the beginning and you’ve got to 
worry about taking penalties and getting behind the 
eight ball.” 

It’s chippy between the Golden Knights and 
Kings, too, with Vegas up 3-0 going into Game 4 
on Tuesday in Los Angeles. All three games so far 
have been decided by a goal, L.A. defenseman Drew 
Doughty was suspended for an illegal check to the 
head of William Carrier and Kings coach John Ste¬ 
vens is none too happy about a missed call on Vegas 
forward Erik Haula for hitting Anze Kopitar in the 
face with the butt end of his stick Sunday night. 

“We get a guy suspended for making a hockey 
play, and he butt-ends one of the best players in the 
world in the face,” Stevens said. “That’s an intent- 
to-injure play.” 



Kyle Robertson, Columbus Dispatch/TNS 


Capitals right wing Tom Wilson, left, takes down 
Columbus Blue Jackets defenseman Seth Jones 
during the the second period of Game 2 of their 
first-round series Sunday in Washington D.C. 
Wilson was called for a penalty. 
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Jays game 
halted by 
hole in roof 

Associated Press 

TORONTO — Even moving in¬ 
doors couldn’t get the Blue Jays 
back on the field. 

Toronto postponed Monday’s 
series opener against Kansas 
City after chunks of ice crashed 
down from the nearby CN Tower 
following a weekend of freezing 
rain, including one that punc¬ 
tured a hole in the Rogers Centre 
roof 

Andrew Miller, the Blue Jays’ 
executive vice president of busi¬ 
ness operations, was standing in 
the infield with two colleagues 
around 10:00 a.m. Monday, ex¬ 
amining existing damage, when 
a falling piece of ice tore a hole 
about three feet by five feet in the 
PVC roof over right field, sending 
ice and pieces of insulation crash¬ 
ing onto the turf 

“We saw it happen,” Miller 
said. “It was pretty frightening. 
It was really loud. It sounded like 
fireworks or some kind of explo¬ 
sion going off” 

It’s the first postponement 
at Rogers Centre since a game 
against the Royals was called off 
following a collision between two 
panels of the stadium’s moving 
roof on April 12, 2001. The teams 
were scheduled to play a double- 
header on Tuesday. 

“If you come to a dome and get 
banged, something ain’t right,” 
Royals manager Ned Yost said 
about an hour before the game 
was called. 

Weather also wiped out Toron¬ 
to’s game at Cleveland on Sunday, 
one of six games around the ma¬ 
jors that were postponed. It was 
the second straight weather-re¬ 
lated postponement for the Indi¬ 
ans and Blue Jays. 

The Blue Jays completed a 
two-year, $10 million mechanical 
upgrade of the retractable roof 
before the 2017 season, and this 
year are looking at replacing the 
roof cover, which dates from the 
stadium opening in 1989. The sta¬ 
dium’s artificial turf surface, one 
of two such fields in the m^ors, 
does not have drainage. 

On Monday afternoon, light 
could be seen coming through the 
hole above right field, while tarps 
and batting practice screens 
surrounded the area on the turf 
below. Workers went on the roof 
and patched the hole around 4 
p.m., and the Blue Jays said they 
still hoped to play. About an hour 
later, the game was postponed. 

“We didn’t want to put players 
at risk, we didn’t want to put fans 
or employees at risk,” Miller said. 
“We just thought more informa¬ 
tion and more time would help 
us.” 

The postponement came hours 
after a post on the Blue Jays’ of¬ 
ficial Twitter feed boasted the 
Rogers Centre was immune to 
weather woes. The since-deleted 
tweet, which included a winking 
emoji, read: “Weather update: 
Due to our stadium having a roof, 
today’s game will be ... Played as 
expected.” 


Scoreboard 


Central Division 


American League 

East Division 

W L Pet 

Boston 13 2 .867 

Toronto 9 5 .643 

New York 8 7 .533 

Baltimore 5 11 .313 

Tampa Bay 4 12 .250 

Centrai Division 

Minnesota 7 4 .636 

Cleveland 8 6 .571 

Chicago 4 9 .308 

Detroit 4 9 .308 

Kansas City 3 10 .231 

West Division 

LosAngeies 13 3 .813 

Seattle 9 5 .643 

Houston 10 7 .588 

Oakland 7 10 .412 

Texas 6 12 .333 

National League 

East Division 

W L Pet 

New York 
Atlanta 
Philadelphia 
Washington 
Miami 

Pittsburgh 
St. Louis 
Chicago 

Milwaukee 8 9 .471 SVl 

Cincinnati 3 13 .188 8 

West Division 

Arizona 

Colorado 10 8 .556 IVi 

LosAngeies - - _ 

San Francisco _ _ _ 

San Diego 7 11 .389 BVi 

Monday’s games 
Baltimore at Boston, ppd. 

Kansas City at Toronto, ppd. 

N.Y. Yankees 12, Miami 1 
Tampa Bay 8, Texas 4 
Oakland 8, Chicago White Sox 1 
Seattle 2, Houston 1 
St. Louis at Chicago Cubs, ppd. 
Colorado 6, Pittsburgh 2 
Washington 8, N.Y. Mets 6 
Atlanta 2, Philadelphia 1 
Cincinnati 10, Milwaukee 4 
L.A. Dodgers 10, San Diego 3 
Tuesday’s games 
Kansas City at Toronto, 2 
Miami at N.Y. Yankees 
Baltimore at Detroit 
Cleveland vs. Minnesota at San Juan 
Texas at Tampa Bay 
Chicago White Sox at Oakland 
Boston at L.A. Angels 
Houston at Seattle 
Colorado at Pittsburgh 
Washington at N.Y. Mets 
Philadelphia at Atlanta 
Cincinnati at Milwaukee 
St. Louis at Chicago Cubs 
San Francisco at Arizona 
L.A. Dodgers at San Diego 

Wednesday’s games 
Texas (Hamels 1-2) at Tampa Bay 
(Faria 0-1) 

Chicago White Sox (Fulmer 0-1) at 
Oakland (Triggs 1-0) 

Kansas City (Kennedy 1-1) at Toronto 
(Happ2-1) 

Baltimore (Gausman 1-1) at Detroit 
(Boyd 0-1) 

Cleveland (Carrasco 3-0) vs. Minne¬ 
sota (Berrios 2-1) at San Juan 

Boston (Porcello 3-0) at L.A. Angels 
(Skaggs 2-0) 

Houston (Cole 1-0) at Seattle (Leake 
2-0) 

Colorado (Freeland 0-2) at Pittsburgh 
(Kuhl 1-1) 

Cincinnati (Mahle 1-2) at Milwaukee 
(Davies 0-2) 

St. Louis (Weaver 2-0) at Chicago Cubs 
(Hendricks 0-1) 

Washington (Roark 1-1) at N.Y. Mets 
(Matz 1-1) 

Philadelphia (Velasquez 1-1) at Atlan¬ 
ta (McCarthy 2-0) 

San Francisco (Stratton 1-1) at Ari¬ 
zona (Ray 2-0) 

L.A. Dodgers (Maeda 1-1) at San Diego 
(Ross 2-1) 

Monday 

Braves 2 , Phillies 1 

Philadelphia Atlanta 

ah r h hi ah r hbi 

Kingery2b 4 0 0 0 Incarte cf 4 110 

C.Sntnalb 4 0 0 0 Albies2b 3 12 0 

O.Hrrracf 4 12 1 F.Frman lb 2 0 0 0 

Hoskins If 10 10 Mrkakis rf 3 0 0 0 

Altherrrf 3 0 0 0 Minterp 0 0 0 0 

J. Crwfrss 3 0 2 0 Vzcainop 0 0 0 0 

Flrimonph-ssl 0 0 0 K.Szukic 2 0 0 1 
Franco 3b 4 0 0 0 Tucker If 3 0 0 0 

Alfaro c 3 0 0 0 Bourjos If 0 0 0 0 

Knapp ph 1 0 0 0 Swanson ss 3 0 0 0 

Nolap 2 0 0 0 R.FIhrtSb 3 0 10 

C.Hrnan ph 1 0 0 0 Teheran p 10 0 0 

Aranop 0 0 0 0 Carle p 0 0 0 0 

N.WIImsph 10 10 L.Adamsrf 10 0 0 
Totals 32 1 6 1 Totals 25 2 4 1 

Philadelphia 100 000 000-1 

Atianta 100 100 OOx-2 

DP-Philadelphia 1. LOB-Philadel- 
phia 10, Atlanta 2. 2B-Hosklns (6). 
HR-O.Herrera (1). SB-Inclarte (5). SF- 

K. Suzuki (1). S-Teheran (2). 

IP H R ER BB SO 



Gene J. Puskar/AP 


The Rockies’ Trevor Story watches his three-run home run in the 
fourth inning in Pittsburgh on Monday. 


Nola L,: 

Arano 2 0 0 0 0 1 

Atlanta 

Teheran W,l-1 6 5 113 9 

Carle H,2 ^3 0 0 0 1 0 

MinterH,2 I'/b 0 0 0 2 1 

Vizcaino S,l-2 1 1 0 0 0 1 

T-2:40. A-17,812 (41,149). 


Nationals 8, Mets 6 

Washington New York 

ah r h hi ah r hbi 

T.Trnerss 5 12 0 Nimmorf 5 110 

Kndrick2b 4 2 11 A.Cbrra2b 5 2 4 2 

Harper rf 4 2 2 3 Cnforto If 4 110 

Zmmrman lb 5 0 0 0 T.Frzer3b 4 0 2 2 

M.Adams If 3 0 1 0 A.Gnzal lb 3 0 0 0 

P.Svrnoc 2 110 Familiap 0 0 0 0 

Wietersc 3 0 0 0 Jo.Ryesss 0 0 0 0 

A.Colep 0 0 0 0 Lagaresef 3 110 

Rynolds ph 0 10 1 Lobaton c 2 10 0 

Kntzlerp 0 0 0 0 Cespdes ph 10 0 0 

Madsonp 0 0 0 0 Nidoc 0 0 0 0 

Difo3b 4 0 2 2 deGromp 2 0 11 

Hlicksnp 2 0 0 0 S.Lugop 0 0 0 0 

Kelley p 0 0 0 0 Blevins p 0 0 0 0 

Grace p 0 0 0 0 A.Ramos p 0 0 0 0 

Mo.Srralf 1110 Flores lb 10 0 0 
M.Tylorcf 3 0 0 1 A.Rsrioss 3 0 0 1 

Bruce ph 10 0 0 

H.Rblesp 0 0 0 0 

Totals 36 810 8 Totals 34 610 6 

Washington 100 000 061-8 

New York 101 002 200-6 

E—Kendrick (4), Grace (1). DP—New 
York 1. LOB-Washington 6, New York 6. 
2B—A.Cabrera (5), Conforto (3), T.Frazier 
(5). 3B-Nimmo (2). HR-Kendrick (2), 
Harper (8), A.Cabrera (4). SB—T.Turner 
(7), Difo (2), Lagares 2 (2). CS-A.Rosario 

(2) . S-deGrom (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Washington 

Hellickson 4% 7 2 2 1 3 

Kelley '/s 0 0 0 0 1 

Grace 1 0 2 12 0 

ColeW,l-l 1 2 2 2 1 1 

KintzlerH,2 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Madson S,2-2 1 1 0 0 0 1 

New York 

deGrom 7'/3 6 3 3 1 12 

Lugo 0 01110 

Blevins 0 1110 0 

Ramos L,0-1 H,5 Vi 1 2 2 11 

FamiliaBS,! '/si 0 0 10 

Robles 1 1110 0 

S.Lugo pitched to 1 batter in the 8th 
Blevins pitched to 1 batter in the 8th 

HBP-by Familir -' ^ “ 

22,829 (41,922). 

Athletics 8, White Sox 1 

Chicago Oakland 

ah r h hi ah r hbi 

Moncada2b 3 0 10 Joyce If 3 2 10 

A.Grciarf 4 0 0 0 Semien ss 4 110 

J.Abreulb 4 111 Lowrie2b 4 0 13 
Dvidsondh 3 0 0 0 K.Davisdh 4 0 11 

DImnicolf 3 0 0 0 M.OISon lb 4 111 

L.Grcialf 1 0 0 0 M.Chpmn3b3 1 0 0 

W.Cstllc 3 0 10 Canhacf 3 0 10 

Narvaez ph 1 0 0 0 Pscotty rf 4 12 1 

Y.Sanch 3b 3 0 10 Lucroy c 3 2 0 0 

Ti.Andrss 3 0 0 0 

Engel cf 3 0 2 0 

Totals 31 1 6 1 Totals 32 8 8 6 

Chicago 000 000 001-1 

Oakland 000 110 33x-8 

E-J.Abreu (2), L.Garcia (1), 

Ti.Anderson (3), Engel (1). DP—Chicago 
1. LOB—Chicago 5, Oakland 8. 2B—Joyce 

(3) , K.Davis (4), Piscotty (2). HR—J.Abreu 

(4) , M.OIson (3). SB-Moncada (1). S- 
Moncada (1), Joyce (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Chicago 

Lopez L,0-2 6 4 2 2 4 10 

Avilan 0 13 110 

Farquhar 1 00001 

Volstad '/3 2 3 3 1 0 

Bummer Vi 1 0 0 10 

Oakland 

Mengden W,2-2 8 6 1 1 1 6 

Petit 1 0 0 0 0 2 

Avilan pitched to 4 batters in the 7th 
Mengden pitched to 1 batter in the 9th 
WP-Bummer. T-2:56. A-7,479 (46,765). 


Reds 10, Brewers 4 

Cincinnati Milwaukee 

ah r h hi ah r hbi 

Hmiltoncf 4 2 2 3 Villar2b 5 0 11 

Perazass 5 112 Caincf 4 0 10 

Vottolb 5 0 2 1 Do.Sntnrf 4 0 0 0 

Duvall If 5 13 1 T.Shaw3b 4 0 10 

Gennett2b 4 0 11 Aguilar lb 4 110 

Ervin rf 5 2 2 0 H.Perez If 3 0 0 0 

Brnhartc 5 111 Arciass 4 12 0 

Gsselin3b 4 2 10 Bandy c 2 0 0 0 

L.Cstll p 2 111 Nttnghm c 0 1 0 0 

C.Reed p 0 0 0 0 Suter p 0 0 0 0 

Qcknbsh p 0 0 0 0 Sogard ph 10 0 0 

Winker ph 0 0 0 0 Drake p 0 0 0 0 

W.PrItap 0 0 0 0 Jor.Lpz p 1112 

R.lgissp 0 0 0 0 Braun ph 10 0 0 

Totals 391014 10 Totals 33 4 7 3 
Cincinnati 030 006 010-10 

Milwaukee 000 000 400- 4 

DP—Cincinnati 1, Milwaukee 1. LOB— 
Cincinnati 7, Milwaukee 6. 2B—Peraza 
(5), Votto (1), Duvall 2 (4), Gennett (5), Er¬ 
vin (1), Jor.Lopez (1). S-L.Castlllo (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 


Castillo W,l-2 6V^ 5 4 4 3 8 

Reed 0 1 0 0 0 0 

Quackenbush Vi 1 0 0 0 1 

Peralta 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Iglesias 1 0 0 0 1 1 

Milwaukee 

Suter L,l-2 5 6 3 3 0 4 

Drake 1 6 6 6 1 1 

Lopez 3 21132 

C.Reed pitched to 1 batter in the 7th 
WP-Drake, Reed. T-2:51. A-28,677 
(41,900). 

Dodgers 10, Padres 3 

Los Angeles San Diego 

ab r h hi ah r hbi 

C.Tylorcf 5 10 0 Pirelalf 4 0 0 0 

C.Sagerss 5 2 10 Galvisss 4 0 0 0 

K.Hrnan2b 5 111 Hosmerlb 4 0 0 0 

Bllngerlb 3 3 10 Renfroe rf 3 2 2 0 

M.Kemplf 2 12 3 Vllneva3b 4 13 2 

Pdersonph-lf 1 10 0 Cordero cf 4 0 11 

Grandalc 4 12 5 Asuaie2b 4 0 0 0 

Puigrf 4 0 0 0 Hedges c 3 0 0 0 

K.FrmerSb 3 0 10 Erlin p 0 0 0 0 

Ryu p 3 0 0 0 Szczur ph 10 0 0 

Cngranip 0 0 0 0 Cimberp 10 0 0 

Valera ph 1 0 0 0 McGrath p 0 0 0 0 

Fields p 0 0 0 0 Matonp 0 0 0 0 

Alxnderp 0 0 0 0 Headley ph 0 0 0 0 

Makitap 0 0 0 0 
Totals 3610 8 9 Totals 32 3 6 3 
LosAngeies 015 000 004-10 

San Diego 020 000 001- 3 

E-Pirela(l),Renfroe(l), Villanueva (3). 
DP—Los Angeles 1, San Diego 1. LOB-Los 
Angeles 6, San Diego 4. 2B-C.Seager (1), 
Grandal (3), Renfroe 2 (4). HR-M.Kemp 
(2), Grandal (3), Villanueva (6). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Los Angeles 

Ryu W,2-0 6 3 2 2 0 9 

Cingrani 1 0 0 0 0 2 

Fields 1 0 0 0 1 1 

Alexander 1 3 110 0 

San Diego 

Erlin L,0-2 3 6 6 4 2 4 

Cimber 3 0 0 0 1 3 

McGrath 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Maton 1 0 0 0 2 1 

Makita 1 2 4 4 2 2 

HBP-by Ryu (Renfroe). T-2:50. A- 
23,082 (42,445). 


Rockies 6, Pirates 2 

Colorado Pittsburgh 

ab r h hi ab r hbi 

LMahieu2b 3 10 0 A.Frzer2b 4 0 0 0 
Innettac 4 111 Polanco rf 3 10 0 
BIckmoncf 4 12 2 S.Martecf 3 0 11 

Desmond lb 3 10 0 J.Bell lb 4 0 0 0 

C. Gnzal rf 4 110 Dekrson If 4 0 10 

Story ss 3 12 3 Crvellic 3 110 

Valaika3b 3 0 0 0 Moran 3b 2 0 0 1 

Parra If 4 0 0 0 Mercer ss 3 0 10 

Marquez p 2 0 10 Brault p 10 0 0 

Tuchmanph 1 0 0 0 Moroffph 10 0 0 

Rusinp 0 0 0 0 Glasnowp 0 0 0 0 

McMahon phi 0 0 0 Freese ph 10 0 0 

Ottvinop 0 0 0 0 Crick p 0 0 0 0 

Totais 32 6 7 6 Totals 29 2 4 2 

Colorado 200 300 010-6 

Pittsburgh 000 011 000-2 

E—lannetta (2). DP—Colorado 1, Pitts¬ 
burgh 2. LOB—Colorado 3, Pittsburgh 3. 
2B-lannetta (3). 3B-S.Marte (3), Cervelll 
(2). HR-Blackmon (7), Story (4). SB-Sto- 
ry^(3), Parra Q), S.Marte (5). SF—Moran 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Colorado 

Marquez W,l-1 6 2 2 2 2 6 

Rusin H,1 2 2 0 0 0 2 

Ottavino 1 0 0 0 0 2 

Pittsburgh 

Brault L,2-l 6 5 5 5 2 1 

Glasnow 2 11111 

Crick 1 10 0 11 

WP-Brault, Glasnow. T-2:35. A-8,958 
(38,362). 

Yankees 12, Marlins 1 

Miami New York 

ab r h hi ab r hbi 

Detrichlf 5 0 0 0 Gardner If 5 2 2 0 

Rojas SS 4 0 2 0 Judge rf 4 2 2 2 

S.Cstro2b 3 0 0 0 Pterson rf 10 0 0 

Y.Rvera2b 0 0 0 0 Stanton dh 3 10 0 

Bourlb 3 0 11 Grgriusss 4 3 2 3 

B.Andrs3b 3 0 0 0 Wade 2b 0 0 0 0 

Telisdh 4 0 10 G.Sanchc 4 13 3 
Maybincf 3 0 0 0 Au.Rmnec 0 0 0 0 

Shuck rf 4 0 0 0 A.Hickscf 4 0 12 

Holadayc 4 110 Austin lb 4 12 1 

Andujar3b 4 12 1 
Tryes2b-ss 5 110 
Totals 33 1 5 1 Totals 38121512 
Miami 000 000 010- 1 

New York 212 240 lOx-12 

E—Andujar (2). DP—Miami 1. LOB—Mi¬ 
ami 9, New York 11.2B-RoJas (3), A.Hicks 
(1), Austin 2 (4), Andujar 2 (3). HR—Judge 
(4), Gregorius 2 (5). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Miami 

Smith L,0-2 2'/3 5 5 5 5 3 

Cloyd 3'/3 8 6 6 2 4 

O’Grady I'A 2 1112 

Tazawa 1 0 0 0 0 2 

New York 

Severino W,3-l 6 10 0 18 

Warren 1 2 0 0 1 2 

Shreve 1 11021 

Betances 1 10002 

HBP-by Cloyd (Stanton). WP-War- 
ren. T-3:38. A-32,525 (54,251). 

Rays 8, Rangers 4 

Texas Tampa Bay 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Choodh 4 110 M.Duffy3b 10 10 

Profarss 10 10 Wndlepr-2b3 2 0 1 

Rbinsonss 2 110 Hchvrrass 5 110 

Mazararf 4 12 3 Gomez rf 5 0 11 

Beltre3b 4 0 10 Cron lb 5 12 1 

Gallo lb 4 111 W.Ramosc 5 0 3 2 

R.Nunezlf 4 0 10 D.Rbr2b-3b 3 111 

R.Chrnsc 4 0 0 0 Rfsnydrdh 3 10 0 

Knr-Flf2b 4 0 0 0 Field If 3 10 0 

Toccief 3 0 0 0 M.Smithcf 4 14 0 

Totals 34 4 8 4 Totals 37 813 6 

Texas 000 100 030-4 

Tampa Bay 141 200 OOx—8 

E—Profar (3), Robinson (3). DP—Texas 
1, Tampa Bay 1. LOB—Texas 4, Tampa 
Bay 9. 2B-W.Ramos (1), M.Smith (2). 
HR-Mazara (2), Gallo (6), Cron (2), Dan. 
Robertson (1). SB-M.Duffy (2). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Texas 

Perez L,l-2 4 10 8 7 3 4 

Chavez 4 3 0 0 1 4 

Tampa Bay 

Snell W,2-l 6'/3 5 110 9 

Hu 2V4 3 3 3 1 2 

T-2:49. A-9,363 (42,735). 

Mariners 2, Astros 1 

Houston Seattle 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Sprngerrf 3 12 1 D.Grdoncf 4 0 11 
Bregman3b 4 0 0 0 Segura ss 4 0 0 0 

Altuve2b 4 0 0 0 Cano 2b 4 0 0 0 

Correa ss 2 0 10 Cruzdh 3 111 

Y.Grrellb 3 0 0 0 K.SagerSb 3 0 0 0 

Gattisdh 3 0 0 0 Haniger rf 3 0 0 0 

Reddick ph 1 0 0 0 Heredia If 3 0 10 

Ma.Gnzalf 4 0 0 0 Motterlb 3 0 2 0 

Stassic 3 0 0 0 Freitas c 3 110 

Mrsnickef 3 0 0 0 

Totals 30 1 3 1 Totals 30 2 6 2 

Houston 100 000 000—1 

Seattle 000 101 OOx-2 

LOB-Houston 6, Seattle 5. 2B- 

D. Gordon (2), Heredia (1), Freitas (3). HR- 
Springer (4), Cruz (3). SB-Correa (2). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Houston 

Keuchel L,0-3 8 6 2 2 1 6 

Seattle 

Paxton W,l-1 6 3 113 7 

Vincent H,4 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Nicasio H,7 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Diaz S,7-7 1 0 0 0 1 2 

T-2:21. A-12,923 (47,943). 
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MLB 


Harper blasts bat 
with 406-foot HR 



Julie Jacobson/AP 


The Yankees' Didi Gregorius is congratuiated by teammates in the dugout after scoring against the 
Marlins during the third inning Monday in NewTbrk. Gregorius homered twice in the 12-1 win. 

Roundup 

NY sluggers pound Marlins 


Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Giancarlo Stan¬ 
ton was the only Yankees hopper 
who didn’t get in on the hit parade 
against his former team when 
New York played Derek Jeter’s 
Miami Marlins for the first time. 

Didi Gregorius homered twice 
for the second time this season, 
Gary Sanchez had three hits and 
three RBIs and Aaron Judge be¬ 
came the fastest m^or leaguer to 
hit 60 career homers, powering 
the Yankees to a 12-1 rout Mon¬ 
day night. 

Gregorius hit a two-run homer 
in the fourth inning off the sec¬ 
ond deck in right field and a solo 
drive in the seventh that struck 
an ad behind the Yankees bullpen 
in right-center. He has five hom¬ 
ers this season. 

“We’re just seeing a really good 
player in the prime of his career,” 
Yankees manager Aaron Boone 
said. 

New York had 15 hits, includ¬ 
ing five doubles and three hom¬ 
ers. Every starter except Stanton 
got at least one hit against the 
last-place Marlins, who dropped 
to 4-12. 

Stanton was O-for-3 with two 
more strikeouts, a bases-loaded 
foulout, a walk and a hit by pitch, 
prompting more boos from rest¬ 
less Yankees fans. It was his first 
regular-season game against the 
team he played for from 2010-17. 

“It wasn’t that weird. I think 
once I go to Miami that will be 
pretty weird for me,” Stanton 
said. “It was just good to see the 
guys and, obviously, get a good 
win.” 

Judge’s fourth home run this 
season gave him 60 in 197 games, 
five fewer than Mark McGwire. 
New York scored in each of the 
first five innings and built an 11-0 
lead for Luis Severino (3-1), who 
allowed one hit in six scoreless in¬ 


nings and struck out eight. 

Jeter did not attend the first 
game between the teams since 
the former Yankees captain be¬ 
came Marlins CEO last October. 

Dodgers 10, Padres 3: Yas- 
mani Grandal hit a grand slam. 
Matt Kemp had a three-run 
homer and Hyun-Jin Ryu (2-0) 
struck out nine in six strong in¬ 
nings for visiting Los Angeles. 

Grandal, acquired from San 
Diego in a trade for Kemp in De¬ 
cember 2014, hit his third career 
slam with two outs in the ninth off 
Kazuhisa Makita. 

Rays 8, Rangers 4: Mallex 
Smith had four hits and Blake 
Snell struck out nine to help visit¬ 
ing Tampa Bay stop a four-game 
losing streak. 

Smith bunted for a single 
against Martin Perez (1-2) in a 
four-run second inning that gave 
the Rays a 5-0 lead. He doubled 
and scored in the third on his way 
to a second four-hit game in eight 
days. 

Snell (2-1) gave up one run and 
five hits in 6 Vs innings. 

Rockies 6, Pirates 2: Trevor 
Story drilled a three-run home 
run, German Marquez pitched 
six effective innings and Colora¬ 
do kept its road surge going. 

Story bounced back from a mis¬ 
erable series in Washington by 
going 2-for-3 and driving in three 
runs, all of them coming when he 
sent a pitch from Steven Brault (2- 
1) into the bleachers in left field 
with one out in the fourth at frigid 
and blustery PNC Park to break 
open a close game. 

Charlie Blackmon added his 
team-leading seventh home run 
of the season for Colorado. The 
Rockies have won five of six over¬ 
all and are 8-2 in their last 10 
games away from Coors Field. 

Mariners 2, Astros 1: James 
Paxton delivered six strong in¬ 
nings, Nelson Cruz took Dallas 


Keuchel deep and host Seattle 
ended a six-game skid against 
Houston. 

Paxton (1-1) allowed a leadoff 
homer to George Springer in the 
first inning but was solid after 
that, striking out seven over six 
innings. 

Nelson Cruz hit his third home 
run in five games with his tying 
solo blast off Keuchel (0-3) with 
two outs in the fourth. Dee Gor¬ 
don’s RBI double made it 2-1 in 
the sixth, putting Paxton in line 
for the win. 

Braves 2, Phillies 1: Julio Te¬ 
heran outpitched Aaron Nola for a 
rare night of success at SunTrust 
Park and host Atlanta snapped 
Philadelphia’s six-game winning 
streak. 

Teheran (1-1) allowed one run, 
five hits and three walks with 
nine strikeouts in six innings. He 
began the night 3-10 with a 6.20 
ERA and 21 homers allowed in 
19 starts at the Braves’ second- 
year stadium, but Teheran kept 
the Phillies guessing with a tough 
slider. 

Reds 10, Brewers 4: Billy 
Hamilton drove in three runs 
and visiting Cincinnati ended an 
eight-game losing streak. 

The Reds won for just the third 
time in 16 games this season. Cin¬ 
cinnati is tied with Kansas City 
for the fewest wins in the majors. 
Joey Votto had an RBI double 
for his first extra-base hit of the 
season. 

Athletics 8, White Sox 1: Dan¬ 
iel Mengden carried a shutout 
into the ninth inning in his best 
start of the season and Oakland 
won before another sparse crowd 
at the Coliseum. 

Matt Olson homered, Jed Low- 
rie drove in three runs and Ste¬ 
phen Piscotty had two hits and an 
RBI for the A’s. Oakland has won 
consecutive games for the first 
time this season. 


By Ben Walker 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK — The shear 
power of Bryce Harper was star¬ 
tling. The late comeback by the 
Washington Nationals? Yep, that 
was shocking, too. 

Harper hit an eye-popping, bro¬ 
ken-bat homer early, then ground¬ 
ed a key single during a six-run 
surge in the eighth inning that 
sent the Nationals past the New 
York Mets 8-6 Monday night. 

“Barreled it pretty good,” 
Harper said. “It just broke and 
kept going.” 

The Nationals rallied against 
five pitchers in their big burst, 
winning for just the fourth time 
in 13 games. The Mets had been 
off to the best start in franchise 
history behind the top bullpen in 
the mqjors before collapsing. 

“That was big, super big. I’m 
not going to sit here and lie,” Na¬ 
tionals manager Dave Martinez 
said. “It’s a big pick-me-up. ... 
That dugout was electric.” 

Trailing 6-1, Washington com¬ 
bined five hits, three walks and a 
hit batter to go ahead. 

Harper’s two-run single off 
Jerry Blevins made it 6-3. Wilm- 
er Difo tied it with a two-out, two- 
run single off Jeurys Familia, and 
Michael A. Taylor drew a bases- 
loaded walk from the Mets closer 
for a 7-6 lead. 

“It was just unfortunate,” New 
York manager Mickey Callaway 
said. “Off night for a few of them. 
But we have to move on.” 

“It’s one inning. It wasn’t even 
the game,” he said. “We’ll learn 
from it and make sure that it 
doesn’t throw us into some kind 
of tailspin. Because we’re a really 
good team and we’ve been show¬ 
ing that.” 

Howie Kendrick added a solo 
homer in the ninth. 

Harper hit his m^or league- 
high eighth home run, and his 
33 Vi-inch, 3iy2-ounce Marucci 


bat paid the price. It cracked into 
two pieces, but the ball still flew 
an estimated 406 feet to right- 
center field. 

The lumber shattered just 
above his hands, and the barrel 
helicoptered into the high, protec¬ 
tive netting behind home plate on 
the first base side. The five-time 
All-Star trotted most of the way 
to first holding the few inches of 
the handle that remained after 
connecting in the first off Jacob 
deGrom. 

On his way back to the dugout. 
Harper playfully pulled up his 
sleeve to show his biceps. 

The 25-year-old former NL 
MVP has hit 158 home runs so 
far. Anything like that? 

“Uh, no,” Harper said. 

Said Martinez: “He started to 
flex when he came back. I said, 
‘Yeah, you’re strong.’ ” 

DeGrom struck out 12 in 7 Vs 
innings, the longest outing by a 
Mets pitcher this season. He left 
with two on, one out and a five- 
run lead. He also drove in a run 
with a safety squeeze. 

A.J. Cole (1-1) got the win de¬ 
spite giving up Asdrubal Cabre¬ 
ra’s two-run homer in the seventh 
that made it 6-1. Ryan Madson 
earned his second save. 

AJ Ramos (0-1) took the loss. 

Washington starter Jeremy 
Hellickson gave up two runs 
in 42/3 innings in his Nationals 
debut. 

Long and short: Cole shifted 
to a rehef role to make room for 
Hellickson in the rotation. Cole 
was 0-1 with a 12.00 ERA in two 
starts this season. The 26-year- 
old has pitched parts of four sea¬ 
sons for the Nats. Martinez said 
Cole “fits perfectly” as a long man 
in the bullpen. “The conversation 
went really well,” Martinez said, 
adding, “he’s all for it.” 

Along with giving up two runs. 
Cole threw a fastball that sailed to 
the backstop and tore a hole in the 
Dunkin’ Donuts sign. 



Kathy Willens/AP 


The Nationals’ Bryce Harper hits a solo home run In the first Inning 
Monday against the Mets In New York. Washington won 8-6. 
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Briefly 

Center Mangold 
retiring with Jets 



Pelicans guard Rajon Rondo and Trail Blazers center Jusuf Nurkic scramble for the ball during the 
second half of Game 1 of their first-round playoff series Saturday. Rondo had 17 assists in the win. 

Pelicans’ Rondo has knack 
for performing in postseason 

^He’s just in a different mode, f 

Anthony Davis 

New Orleans Pelicans, on teammate Rajon Rondo 


Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Nick Mangold 
has made his final snap after 11 
years of consistency, toughness 
and NFL-wide respect as one of 
the game’s best centers. 

The former New York Jets star 
— with his signature blond, bushy 
Viking-like beard — announced 
his retirement in a post on Twit¬ 
ter on Tuesday morning. He was 
selected to seven Pro Bowls and 
was twice a first-team All-Pro. 

“I DECLARE RETIRE- 

wrote fittingly at 7:40 a.m. — he 
wore jersey No. 74. He says he 
will be signing a one-day deal 
with the team so he can retire a 
Jet. “Thank you to all! J! E! T! S! 
Jets! Jets! Jets!” 

The Jets announced they will 
hold a news conference April 24 at 
their facility to honor Mangold. 

The 34-year-old Mangold did 
not play last season after being 
released by New York in Febru¬ 
ary 2017. He played in only eight 
games in 2016 because of ankle 
and foot injuries that landed him 
on the injured reserve list for the 
final month. 

Mangold was a first-round draft 
pick out of Ohio State in 2006 and 
immediately became a starter 
for New York. He was one of the 
most popular Jets players among 
teammates and fans. 

“In my 11 years as a Jet, there 
were plenty of ups and downs, but, 
through it all, I wanted to be the 
Steady Eddie,” Mangold wrote. 
“I wanted to be the guy that other 
guys looked at to see how it was 
done. I learned this attribute from 
the vets that I played with.” 

“My biggest regret is not bring¬ 
ing the Lombardi Trophy to New 
York but, as I retire, I will con¬ 
tinue my efforts to bring the Tro¬ 
phy home in a different capacity,” 
Mangold wrote. “I have no idea 
what that capacity is, but I’m sure 
I will figure something out in the 
future.” 

Mangold’s wry sense of humor 
made him popular among the 
media, and he was often a go-to 
presence in the locker room as a 
team leader. 

Source: Nebraska gives 
Miles 1-year extenstion 

LINCOLN, Neb. — A person fa¬ 
miliar with the situation tells The 
Associated Press that Nebraska 
basketball coach Tim Miles is 
receiving a one-year contract 
extension. 

The person spoke on condition 
of anonymity because the school 
hasn’t officially announced Miles’ 
extension. 

Athletic director Bill Moos pre¬ 
viously announced Miles would 
be back for a seventh season. 
Miles is 97-97 with one NCAA 
Tournament appearance in six 
years. Moos, hired away from 


Washington State in October, said 
after the season he liked what he 
saw this season as the Cornhusk- 
ers went 22-11 and finished tied 
with Final Four-bound Michigan 
for fourth place in the Big Ten. 

Miles’ contract now runs 
through the 2020-21 season. 

Ford to bring Mustang 
to Cup Series 

Ford is bringing its Mustang to 
NASCAR’s top series for the first 
time. 

The American automaker said 
Tuesday the Mustang will replace 
the Fusion in the Monster Energy 
Cup Series beginning next Feb¬ 
ruary at Daytona International 
Speedway. NASCAR team owner 
Roger Penkse slipped earlier this 
year, divulging that Ford would 
have a new body in 2019. 

This will be Ford’s fourth Cup 
model in NASCAR’s modern era), 
following the Thunderbird, the 
Taurus and the Fusion. 

Mustang has competed in the 
second-tier Xfinity Series since 
2011 , winning championships in 
all but one season. 

Mustang is still going through 
initial testing and will be formal¬ 
ly submitted. 

FIFA charges Russia in 
fan racism cases 

MOSCOW — FIFA charged 
World Cup host Russia with fan 
racism on Tuesday, less than two 
months before the tournament 
begins. 

Monkey chants were aimed at 
black French players, including 
Paul Pogba, during France’s 3- 
1 friendly win over Russia in St. 
Petersburg last month. 

“Disciplinary proceedings have 
been opened against the Russian 
Football Union for this incident,” 
FIFA said. 

Russian Deputy Prime Min¬ 
ister Arkady Dvorkovich, who is 
overseeing World Cup prepara¬ 
tions, told state news agencies on 
Tuesday that Russia was crack¬ 
ing down on racist fans. 

Russia was previously charged 
with racist behavior by its fans at 
the last two European Champi¬ 
onships. On both occasions, the 
RFU paid a fine. 

It’s the third racism case this 
season at St. Petersburg Stadium, 
which will host a World Cup semi¬ 
final match. Zenit St. Petersburg 
has twice faced UEFA charges 
for racism by its fans in Europa 
League games. 

Zenit fans flew a banner prais¬ 
ing convicted war criminal Ratko 
Mladic when playing a Mace¬ 
donian club in November and 
are accused of using a racially 
charged term to mock an injured 
black player in a game against 
Leipzig. 


By Anne M. Peterson 
Associated Press 

PORTLAND, Ore. — R^jon 
Rondo is healthy and he’s locked 
in. 

That’s good news for the New 
Orleans Pelicans, not so much 
for the Portland Trail Blazers. 
When Rondo is locked in during 
the postseason, the 6-foot-l guard 
who won an NBA title with the 
Boston Celtics has shown he can 
be a tough out. 

Over the course of his career. 
Rondo has averaged 10.5 points, 
8.5 assists and 4.8 rebounds. 
Comparatively in the playoffs, he 
has averaged 14.3 points, 9.2 as¬ 
sists and six rebounds per game. 

Not that he is buying into the 
Playoff Rondo hype, however. 

“There’s a lot of factors into 
that. I don’t think you can break 
it down as simple as one or two 
things,” Rondo said after practice 
Monday. “The interview would 
probably be too long for me to 
break it down completely. It’s a 
matter of me being healthy, min¬ 
utes, my teammates trusting me, 
my coaching staff trusting me. 

“I think we, as a team, we’re 
playing pretty good under 
pressure.” 

They are indeed. 

Rondo dished out 17 assists in 
Game 1 of the series, helping the 
Pelicans take a 1-0 series lead. 

“You know, he’s one of the 
smartest players in the league,” 
Portland coach Terry Stotts said. 
“He can really orchestrate an of¬ 
fense. He makes his teammates 
better because he can find them. 
Defensively, he’s really smart: He 
can sniff things out on the defen¬ 
sive end.” 

This was the Rondo that New 
Orleans hoped it would see in the 
postseason when the Pelicans 
signed him to a one-year deal. 

Rondo has a reputation as a 
mercurial player — at times 


locked in and controlling games, 
at others seemingly disinterested. 
A big reason for his success in 
New Orleans is he’s healthy. After 
missing the first 13 games with a 
core muscle injury. Rondo played 
in 65 regular-season games, 
starting 63. 

And he thrives under the play¬ 
off lights. 

New Orleans coach Alvin Gen¬ 
try mused about Rondo’s playoff 
aptitude before Game 1. 

“I think that anyone, if you go 
back to last year and you watched 
the Chicago team, what he meant 
to that team, they went in there 
and won two games in Boston 
when Boston was really good,” 
Gentry said. “And I think there is 
a sense of confidence that he has, 
especially this time of the year.” 

Rondo played a m^or role in 
the Pelicans’ 97-95 victory in 
Portland on Saturday night. He 
tied a franchise record with 17 
assists, grabbed eight rebounds 
and stymied Damian Lillard and 
C J McCollum with his defense. 

Anthony Davis, who was on the 
receiving end of many of those as¬ 
sists and finished with 35 points in 
the game, said Rondo took charge 
of the game. 

“He’s just in a different mode,” 
Davis said. 

The Trail Blazers certainly no¬ 
ticed that. 

Rondo was in Chicago last year 
when Playoff Rondo emerged. 
After an up-and-down season, he 
played well in the first game of 
the team’s opening series against 
the Celtics. But he was particu¬ 
larly good in Game 2, just missing 
a triple-double with 11 points, 14 
assists and nine rebounds as the 


Bulls put Boston in an 0-2 hole. 
Just as important was his defense 
on Celtics star Isaiah Thomas. 

But he broke his thumb in that 
second game and was ruled out 
indefinitely before Game 3. Chi¬ 
cago went on to drop the series to 
the Celtics. 

The Pelicans brought Rondo in 
hoping he would run the offense 
and boost Jrue Holiday in the 
shooting guard position. In the 
process. Rondo has developed ex¬ 
traordinary chemistry with Davis 
— and Holiday has had one of the 
best seasons of his career. 

After DeMarcus Cousins in¬ 
jured his Achilles on Jan. 26, New 
Orleans shifted to more of an up¬ 
tempo offense and the change 
suited Rondo’s ability to push the 
pace. He had 13 of his double¬ 
digit assist games in the 31 games 
he played after Cousins went out. 

Rondo averaged 8.2 points and 
8.2 assists this year and finished 
the regular season with 15 double¬ 
doubles and two triple-doubles. 

Gentry has been impressed 
with what he’s seen. 

“He’s a really bright player. 
One of the smartest guys I’ve 
ever been around,” the coach 
said. “I had the opportunity to 
coach Steph, Chris Paul, Steve 
Nash, Grant Hill. When you 
start talking about the extremely 
smart players, he’s one of those 
guys. I also think he has a way 
of giving confidence to the other 
guys. He makes them believe in 
themselves.” 

After helping Davis notch his 
first playoff career victory. Rondo 
has the Pelicans believing there is 
more where that one came from. 
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Wade turns back clock, 76ers in Game 2 


By Dan Gelston 

Associated Press 

PHILADELPHIA — Dwyane Wade 
snuffed out one 76ers’ rally by popping a 
16-foot fadeaway with the shot clock ticking 
down. Wade made a halfhearted attempt at 
reaching his hand out toward a fallen de¬ 
fender before he scooted on his way. 

Wade was up, the Sixers were down and 
suddenly, there’s a series. 

The Heat had to have this one — a brood¬ 
ing Joel Embiid is angling for a comeback. 

Wade turned in a vintage performance, 
scoring 28 points to end the 76ers’ 17-game 
winning streak and lead the Miami Heat 
to a 113-103 Game 2 win over Philadelphia 
on Monday night and even the first-round 
playoff series. 

“It’s just in my DNA,” Wade said. “I love 
the stage.” 

The 36-year-old flashed the form of a 
three-time NBA champion with the Heat, 
not the journeyman who bounced around 
the last two seasons with forgettable stints 
in Chicago and Cleveland. 

Wade made 11 of 17 shots and put on a 
show in the second quarter and put it away 
in the fourth. 

“I saw moments,” Heat coach Erik 
Spoelstra said. “That’s what defines Dwy¬ 
ane Wade.” 

The 76ers could soon get their defining 
Process moment from Embiid. 



The Heat’s Dwyane Wade reacts Monday 
to his basket in the last minute of the 
second half in Game 2 of a first-round 
piayoff series against the 76ers. 


The Sixers sorely needed Embiid, their 
All-Star center out with a broken orbital 
bone, to settle them as they fell in a quick a 
16-point hole. 

The Sixers lost for the first time since 
March 13 to Indiana. They won 16 straight 
to end the regular season and the first 


game of the playoffs and played their 10th 
straight game without Embiid. 

“You need Joel Embiid,” Sixers coach 
Brett Brown said. 

Embiid went on Instagram after the 
game and wrote, “sick and tired of being 
babied.” 

Pack the black mask for Miami. 

“Joel is a superstar. Of course we’re 
missing him offensively, defensively,” Six¬ 
ers forward Dario Saric said. “He’s a guy 
who wants to play all the time. I can’t wait 
for Joel to come back and help us because 
we’re a better team with him.” 

The Heat slowed the game down — ex¬ 
actly the kind of style where the Sixers 
needed Embiid in the middle — and used 
a collection of defenders on Ben Simmons 
that rattled the rookie point guard early. 

Even without Embiid, the Sixers trimmed 
the lead to two points late in the fourth. 

Saric was fouled by Wade and sank both 
free throws to make it 91-82 and he fol¬ 
lowed with a three the next time down that 
sent the crowd into a frenzy. Saric broke 
up a pass on defense that led to a Simmons 
dunk. 

Philly fans were going wild and sud¬ 
denly the home-court edge that had made 
the Sixers unbeatable for a month seemed 
like it would perk the team back up for one 
more notch on the winning streak. 

Not so fast. 


Ersan Ilyasova made a tip shot to close 
to 98-96 but Wade answered and stripped 
Saric and finished on the other end with a 
basket that steadied the Heat. 

Wade contributed with baskets, assists 
and free throws over the final 4 minutes to 
close out the win. 

“We played Game 1 like a regular-sea¬ 
son game and tonight was a playoff game,” 
Wade said. 

The series shifts to Miami for Game 3 on 
Thursday. 

Wade’s play resembled his glory days at 
times and he carried the Heat in a sensa¬ 
tional second quarter that was the differ¬ 
ence. He pump-faked his way to 15 points 
in the quarter — impressive enough, even 
moreso that he outscored the potent Sixers 
by two points. 

Wade made his first seven shots of the 
game and passed Larry Bird for 10th on 
the NBA’s career postseason scoring list. 

“I play the game for these moments,” 
Wade said. 

After a Game 1 victory where they 
couldn’t miss, the Sixers couldn’t make 
a big bucket in the first half The Sixers 
missed a whopping 16 of 18 threes in the 
first half 

The passing-and-pushing offense that 
got the Sixers to the No. 3 seed in the East 
failed them for the first time since early 
March. 


Scoreboard 


Durant lifts Warriors to 2-0 


First round 

(Best-of-7; x-if necessary) 
Eastern Conference 
Toronto 1, Washington 0 
Toronto 114, Washington 106 
Tuesday: at Toronto 
Friday: at Washington 
Sunday: at Washington 
x-Wednesday, Aprii 25: at Toronto 
x-Friday, Aprii 27: at Washington 
x-Sunday, Aprii 29: at Toronto 
Boston 1, Miiwaukee 0 
Boston 113, Miiwaukee 107, OT 
Tuesday: at Boston 
Friday: at Miiwaukee. AFN-Sports: 3:30 
a.m. Saturday CET; 10:30 a.m. Saturday 
JKT 

Sunday: at Miiwaukee 
x-Tuesday, Aprii 24: at Boston 
x-Thursday, Aprii 26: at Milwaukee 
x-Saturday, Aprii 28: at Boston 
Phiiadeiphia 1, Miami 1 
Philadelphia 130, Miami 103 
Monday: Miami 113, Philadelphia 103 
Thursday: at Miami. AFN-Sports: 1:00 
a.m. Friday CET; 8 a.m. Friday JKT 

Saturday: at Miami. AFN-Sports: 8:30 
p.m. Saturday CET; 3:30 a.m. Sunday JKT 
Tuesday, Aprii 24: at Philadelphia 
x-Thursday, Aprii 26: at Miami 
x-Saturday, Aprii 28: at Philadelphia 
Indiana 1, Cieveiand 0 
Indiana 98, Cleveland 80 
Wednesday: at Cleveland. AFN-Sports: 
1 a.m. Thursday CET; 8 a.m. JKT. 

Friday: at Indiana. AFN-Sports: 1 a.m. 
Saturday CET; 8 a.m. Saturday JKT 
Sunday: at Indiana 
x-Wednesday, Aprii 25: at Cleveland 
x-Friday, Aprii 27: at Indiana 
x-Sunday, Aprii 29: at Cleveland 
Western Conference 
Houston 1, Minnesota 0 
Houston 104, Minnesota 101 
Wednesday: at Houston. AFN-Sports: 
3:30 a.m. Thursday CET; 10:30 a.m. JKT 
Saturday: at Minnesota 
Monday, Aprii 23: at Minnesota 
x-Wednesday, Aprii 25: at Houston 
x-Friday, Aprii 27: at Minnesota 
x-Sunday, Aprii 29: at Houston 
Goiden State 2, San Antonio 0 
Golden State 113, San Antonio 92 
Monday: Golden State 116, San Anto¬ 
nio 101 

Thursday: at San Antonio. AFN-Sports: 
3:30 a.m. Friday CET; 10:30 a.m. JKT 
Sunday: at San Antonio, 3:30 p.m. 
x-Tuesday, Aprii 24: at Golden State 
x-Thursday, Aprii 26: at San Antonio 
x-Saturday, Aprii 28: at Golden State 
New Orleans 1, Portland 0 
New Orleans 97, Portland 95 
Tuesday: at Portland 
Thursday: at New Orleans 
Saturday, April 21: at New Orleans. 
AFN-Sports: 11 p.m. Saturday CET; 6 a.m. 
Sunday JKT 

x-Tuesday, April 24: at Portland 
x-Thursday, April 26: at New Orleans 
x-Saturday, April 28: at Portland 


Oklahoma City 1, Utah 0 
Oklahoma City 116, Utah 108 
Wednesday: at Oklahoma City 
Saturday: at Utah. AFN-Sports: 4 a.m. 
Sunday CET; 11 a.m. Sunday JKT 
Monday, April 23: at Utah 
x-Wednesday, April 25: at Oklahoma 
City 

x-Friday, April 27: at Utah 
x-Sunday, April 29: at Oklahoma City 


Monday 

Warriors 116, Spurs 101 

SAN ANTONIO - Da.Green 0-3 0-0 0, 
Gay 6-12 0-0 12, Aldridge 11-21 12-12 34, 
Murray 2-4 0-0 4, Mills 7-16 4-4 21, Ander¬ 
son 0-2 1-2 1, Bertans 1-7 2-4 5, Gasol 3-5 
6-6 12, White 0-0 0-0 0, Parker 1-3 0-0 2, 
Forbes 0-3 0-0 0, Ginobili 4-9 2-2 10. Totals 
35-85 27-30 101. 

GOLDEN STATE - Durant 10-19 9-10 
32, Dr.Green 2-9 4-4 9, McGee 5-7 0-0 10, 
Iguodala 5-7 0-0 14, Thompson 12-20 2-2 
31, Bell 0-0 0-0 0, Looney 1-2 0-0 2, West 
3-3 4-4 10, Jones 0-0 0-0 0, Cook 2-6 0-0 6, 
Livingston 1-4 0-0 2, Young 0-1 0-0 0. To¬ 
tals 41-78 19-20 116. 

San Antonio 25 28 22 26-101 

Golden State 23 24 33 36-116 

Three-point goals—San Antonio 4- 
28 (Mills 3-9, Bertans 1-6, Parker 0-1, 
Forbes 0-1, Anderson 0-2, Gay 0-3, Gino¬ 
bili 0-3, Da.Green 0-3), Goiden State 15-31 
(Thompson 5-8, Iguodaia 4-5, Durant 3-9, 
Cook 2-4, Dr.Green 1-4, Young 0-1). Fouied 
Out—None. Rebounds—San Antonio 35 
(Aidridge 12), Goiden State 39 (McGee, 
Iguodaia 7). Assists—San Antonio 16 
(Gay, Ginobili, Milis, Gasol, Aldridge 3), 
Golden State 32 (Dr.Green, Durant 6). To¬ 
tal Fouls—San Antonio 21, Golden State 
24. A-19,596 (19,596). 


Heat 113, 76ers 103 

MIAMI - Richardson 5-12 3-3 14, 
J.Johnson 7-7 2-3 18, Whiteside 1-2 2-2 
4, Dragic 8-14 3-4 20, T.Johnson 1-4 2-2 5, 
Winslow 1-5 0-0 2, Olynyk 3-8 4-4 11, Ade- 
bayo 0-4 0-2 0, McGruder 0-0 0-0 0, Elling¬ 
ton 3-10 2-2 11, Wade 11-16 6-8 28. Totals 
40-82 24-30 113. 

PHILADELPHIA - Covington 3-13 0-0 
7, Saric 8-21 4-4 23, Ilyasova 7-10 0-1 14, 
Simmons 10-17 4-6 24, Redick 4-13 2-4 11, 
Holmes 0-0 0-0 0, A.Johnson 3-5 0-0 6, Mc¬ 
Connell 0-1 2-2 2, Fultz 0-3 0-0 0, Belinelli 
5-13 4-5 16. Totals 40-96 16-22 103. 

Miami 22 34 30 27-113 

Philadelphia 29 13 33 28-103 

Three-point goals—Miami 9-25 (El¬ 
lington 3-8, J.Johnson 2-2, T.Johnson 1-1, 
Olynyk 1-2, Dragic 1-3, Richardson 1-5, 
Wade 0-1, Adebayo 0-1, Winslow 0-2), 
Philadelphia 7-36 (Saric 3-10, Belinelli 
2-8, Redick 1-7, Covington 1-9, Ilyasova 
0-2). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Mi¬ 
ami 46 (J.Johnson, Wade 7), Philadel¬ 
phia 49 (Ilyasova 11). Assists—Miami 23 
(Olynyk 6), Philadelphia 22 (Simmons 8). 
Total Fouls—Miami 27, Philadelphia 26. 
A-20,753 (21,600). 



Ben Margot/AP 


The Warriors’ Kevin Durant, right, is guarded by the Spurs’ Danny 
Green during the first quarter on Monday in Oakiand, Caiif. 


By Janie Mccauley 
Associated Press 

OAKLAND, Calif — Stephen 
Curry watched another lopsided 
win from the bench in sheer de¬ 
light, wearing a sport coat and big 
smile. 

The steady hands of Kevin Du¬ 
rant and Klay Thompson certain¬ 
ly have made the two-time MVP’s 
absence far less daunting for the 
defending champions so far in 
these playoffs. 

Durant sparked a decisive 
third-quarter run on the way to 
32 points, Thompson added 31 
points an(l five assists in another 
superb playoff performance and 
the Golden State Warriors rallied 
in the second half to beat the San 
Antonio Spurs 116-101 on Mon¬ 
day night for a 2-0 lead in their 
first-round series. 

As Curry remains out likely 
for the entire series nursing a 
sprained left knee, the Warriors 
used all the offensive power they 
had to take both home games in 
the best-of-seven series. 

“No one can make up Steph’s 
contributions individually,” 
Thompson said. “That’s got to be 
done as a team and even then it’s 
hard with the way he can shoot 
the ball.” 

Thompson has found his touch 
after missing two weeks in March 
with a broken right thumb. 

He followed up his brilliant 11- 
for-13 shooting day in a 113-92 
Game 1 rout Saturday by hitting 
12 of 20 shots. Durant also had six 
rebounds and six assists for the 
Warriors, who went without key 
backup big man David West down 
the stretch after he sprained his 
left ankle early in the fourth. 

Coach Steve Kerr stuck with 


JaVale McGee as his starting 
center and the 7-footer contribut¬ 
ed 10 points and seven rebounds 
as the well-rounded defending 
champions again showed off their 
remarkable depth. 

LaMarcus Aldridge scored 34 
for the Spurs despite facing dou¬ 
ble-teams and Rudy Gay moved 
into the starting lineup and 
scored 12 points. 

Game 3 is Thursday as the se¬ 
ries shifts to San Antonio. 

Thompson managed just three 
shots in the first quarter and 
began l-for-5. He pounded the 
basketball down with two hands, 
frustrated, midway through the 
second quarter. Then he found 
his groove. 

“He hit some tough shots off 
one leg and you know had some 
opportunity bounces,” Aldridge 
said. “That’s why they are who 
they are. They made tough shots. 
KD made tough shots.” 

A baseline three with 55.9 
seconds left before halftime 


was his first of the night and got 
Golden State within 49-45 before 
the Spurs took a 53-47 lead at 
intermission. 

Draymond Green began 0-for- 
5 before his first basket on the 
opening possession of the fourth 
quarter and Durant missed his 
five three-point tries in the first 
half then finally hit from deep 
early in the third. 

The Warriors opened the third 
on a 19-5 run to take charge but 
this time the Spurs didn’t go 
away. 

Spurs coach Gregg Popovich 
went with Gay in the starting 
lineup for Kyle Anderson in an 
effort to generate more scoring 
— and his team still struggled to 
make shots. 

Popovich said before the game 
that Golden State in Game 1 
played “the most stifling defense 
we faced all year long. That was 
the best defensive 48 minutes 
that we have competed against all 
year long.” 
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No need for Steph 

Even without Curry, Warriors 
rally past Spurs » nba playoffs, Page 29 



NHL PLAYOFFS 

WORKING THE 

WHISTLE 

Penalties, power-play goals 
up significantly from last year 


Chris O’Meara/AP 

NHL referee Brad Meier watches action during the third period of Game 2 of the first-round playoff 
series between the Tampa Bay Lightning and the New Jersey Devils on Saturday in Tampa, Fla. 


going up from the first period 
through the third. Each of the 10 
pairings of referees working the 
playoffs has at least one who has 
worked the Cup Final, so the hope 
is having that experience helps 
maintain consistency. 

The Washington Capitals blew 
two-goal leads in back-to-back 
overtime losses on home ice to 
Columbus because of ill-advised 
penalties and went into Game 3 
on the road Tuesday knowing it’s 
a problem that needs immediate 
fixing. 

“We need to be a little smart¬ 
er,” center Nicklas Backstrom 
said. “We need to play with bet¬ 
ter discipline — especially when 
we have the lead twice.... It’s ob- 

^We need to stay out 
of the box, but you 
never know what’s a 
call and what’s not 
anymore. But that’s 
the game right now. ^ 

Cam Atkinson 

Blue Jackets forward 

viously going to hurt you in the 
playoffs. That’s the way it is.” 

Nine of the 14 regulation goals 
in the Washington-Columbus se¬ 
ries have come on the power play. 
The Blue Jackets, who surged into 
the playoffs by not taking a lot of 
penalties to tax one of the worst 
special teams units in the league, 
lead the playoffs in penalty min¬ 
utes per game. 

SEE WHISTLE ON PAGE 27 


By Stephen Whyno 


P layers take note: Ref¬ 
erees aren’t swallow¬ 
ing their whistles so 
far in the 2018 NHL 
playoffs. 

Penalties are up more than 
17 percent over the same 
time a year ago and are 
playing a substantial role 
in several series. Through 
19 games in the first 
round, there have been 
nearly 10 penalties per 
game. Last year, there 
was an average of eight 
penalties called through 
20 games. 

“The penalties that 
have been called in 
the series so far is an 
indication of how the 
referees are calling 
the game,” Pittsburgh 
coach Mike Sullivan said 
Monday. “They’re call¬ 
ing it as they see it. I think 
discipline is of the utmost 
importance.” 

While the two-time de¬ 
fending Stanley Cup champions 
haven’t been perfect in that re¬ 
gard against Philadelphia, they 
haven’t been derailed by a lack of 
discipline. Around the rest of the 
NHL, penalties and the ensuing 
power-play goals are making a 
big difference: There have been 
38 power-play goals through Sun¬ 
day’s games compared with just 
21 in 2017. 

The NHL wants officials to call 
playoffs at the same standard as 
the regular season, which is hap¬ 
pening with penalties actually 
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Harper shatters bat on 406-foot homer 
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